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Academy; and that resolution, so far as I know, 
or am informed, has never been rescinded and 
never withdrawn. It met the approval of my 
judgment then, and it meets it now; and in vot- 
ing against any further appropriations, I not 
only vote in accordance with those instructions, 
which are some eighteen years old, but I vote also 
in accordance with the settled convictions of my 
understanding. 

As I said, nobody is ——— for this. I 
am not a candidate for the Presidency, and take 
this occasion to avow it distinctly, so that nobody 
may think that when I speak he hears the pro- 
gramme of any political party anywhere, but 
simply the convictions of my own understanding. 








[am against the bill, and I am against the amend- | 


ment. At the same time I assure the Senator 
from Texas that if ten million were necessary for 


an honest defense of that State, I would give it. | 


I would vote to spend the last dollar in the Treas- 
ury, and to raise the last man we could raise, to 


defend the integrity, and the honor, and the inter- | 
est of any and every State in the Union; but Ido | 


not believe this is necessary for either, and I shall 
vote against the amendment, and against the bill, 
whether they are put together or kept apart. 
Mr.SAULSBURY. Imove a reconsideration 
of the vote taken on the motion to refer the bill 
and amendment to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Iam not satisfied with the vote I gave. 
That dissatisfaction has not been produced, how- 
ever, by any remarks which have been made on 
the other side Their reflections on the Admin- 
istration, or its failure to discharge its duty, have 
not influenced this action on my part. Nobody 
expected, I presume, or supposed that those gen- 
tlemen would support, especially at the present 
time, the action of the present 


fied with the vote I gave. I think, on reflection, 
that it is proper that the question should go to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. 
ceedings have taken place, and it is now in order 
to make the motion without reconsidering that 
vote. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator can move 
a reconsideration, if he pleases He voted with 
the majority. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Well, if it is in order, I 


now make the motion to refer the bill and amend- 


ment to the Committee on Military Affairs and | 


Militia. 
The motion to refer was agreed to. 


_ Mr. GWIN subsequently said: The bill mak- | 
ing commeometan for the Military Academy at | 
oint was, a short time ago, referred to the | 


West 
Committee on Military Affairs. It is well known 


are never referred to any committee in this body, 
except the Committee on Finance. This is the 
first instance that an appropriation bill has been 
referred to any other committee of the Senate. I 
move now to reconsider the vote by which that 
bill was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, with the object of letting it go over, so 
that that committee may propose amendments to 
itwhen the bill comes up for consideration again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire the question to be put on the motion to 
reconsider ? 


Mr. GREEN, and others. Let the motion be 
entered. 


_ Mr. GWIN. I simply make the motion now; 
itean be called up hereafter. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate ad- 
adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 
(Oh! no.” 

Mr. IVERSON. The question is debatable. 

veral Senators. Let us vote it down. 

Mr, IVERSON. I propose to debate it. I hope 
the motion will not prevail; and I do not under- 
stand really any object to be accomplished by it, 
except that the Senate shall have nothing to do 
rom now until Monday next. It will be remem- 
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overnment; but | 
I make the motion simply because I am not satis- || employed counsel; t 


|| vestigated at great pecuniary expense to them, 


i suggest that subsequent pro- | 


! 

{ 

|| sider them. 

] Congress does not attend to their claims; some of 
{ 


. 


| at least, where the 
|| cated adversely to the glaimants, not a solitary | 

‘ } 
settled by Con- | 
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bered that, by an order of the Senate taken last | 
week, to-morrow is set apart for the consideration | 


of bills on the Private Calendar, and there are one 
hundred and fifty bills at least on that Calendar 
to be considered and disposed of. Many of them 
I know are of pressing necessity. Besides that, 
there is the whole batch of adverse reports from 
the Court of Claims, not one of eae is yet on 


| the Calendar, and every one of which ought to | 
be considered by the Senate during the session, | 


for they come up every year, and at every Con- 
gress, from session to session and Congress to 
Congress, until they shall be finally disposed of 
by the two Houses; and itis wrong, itis unfair, it 
| isunjust, and hard, that the Committee on Claims 
should be saddled every year with the consider- 
ation of these cases, when Congress will never 
dispose ofthenr. Independent of the strong claims 
which private Lsteidionbs have on the justice of 


batch of cases, comnrres one hundred and fift 


case of which has ever been mans 
gress, and they have all to come before Congress, 


| from session to session, until finally disposed of. 


| Congress to consider their cases, there is this large | 


ourt of Claims have adjudi- || resolution will be permitted to lie over until to 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


oN re ee ne 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


New Series..... No. 


- — 


appropriation of money whatever, but only diverts 
an appropriation hitherto made. When the appro- 
priation referred to in this resolution was made, 
several years ago, Congress undertook to appor- 


' tion it for different kinds of work, and showed its 
| incompetency for works of internal improvement 


by the result of this apportionment. It was found 
that it was too little for one kind, and too much 
for another. Now they come back and ask that 
we shall divert the fund, and pay men for what 


| they have honestly done for the Government, but 
| which the original bill did not warrant. Inasmuch 


as itcreates no additional appropriation of money, 
does not propose to expend one cent from the 
Treasury, and as the committee were fully per 
suaded that it was just and proper that these men 
should be paid for their labor, they unanimously 
reported the measure; and I should have asked 
the Senate to vote it through some time ago if | 
had had an opportunity. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I hope this 
morrow. This is the first time my attention has 
been called to it. I know that, in the disposition 


| of the moneys that were set apart for the improve- 


I hope the present Congress will dispose, in some || 
| way or other, of the adverse reports of the Court 
of Claims; either reject them, and pass bills in | 


| favor of the claimants, or confirm them. 
dred or one hundred and fifty cases—reported fa- 


sm, look at the injustice of your action. 


Claims and file their poneeee for relief; they have 
1ey have had their cases in- 


| and great delay and loss of time. They come be- 
fore Congress with their claims thus sustained by 
the action of the court, and Congress will not con- 
Men are this day starving because 


| the very strongest and most just claims that can 
i| ever be presented—claims which, if they were 


| 
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| be to meet on Monda 


| motion. 
| 
| 
t 


But there are a great number of cases on your | 
Calendar—I think amounting to at least one hun- | 


ment of the western rivers, that portion which was 
to have gone to the credit of the Arkansas river 
was diverted, largely out of proportion, for the 
construction of boats; and I know that with regard 
to the residue of the money, during the greater 
part of the period when it could be used for the 
purpose, the conduct of the persons in charge of 


| | that business was scandalous in the extreme. I 
vorably by the committees, and a number of them || 

reported favorably by the Court of Claims. Now, | 
These 
parties have been compelled to go to the Court of || 


will not say now the extent to which it was so; 
but it was utterly scandalous. It may be that, in 


| looking into this matter, I may find some way of 


reaching those parties that were concerned in it. 


|| If | do, I shall certainly call it to the attention of 


| this body. 


Mr.CRITTENDEN. Iam very sure that my 
friend from Arkansas will not persist ina motion 
for delay, which can accomplish nothing what- 
ever. This business was chiefly under the con- 
trol of Colonel Long, who directed it; he was the 
chief director. John Russell, well known to me, 
was the agent through whose hands these dis 


|| bursements passed, under the control of Colone! 


|| against individual members of this body, they | 


would feel themselves disgraced and dishonored | 


| if they did not pay promptly; and yet we are frit- 
| tering away the time, postponing the considera- 
| tion of these cases, and causing individuals to 
|come here session after session and Congress 
after Congress, to ask mere justice at the hands | 


of Congress; and gentlemen, merely to be idle 
and do nothing, will say, let us adjourn until 


| Monday. 
| Mr. 
to the Senaf@ that the general appropriation bills || 


RUMBULL. We are all convinced over 
here, if the Senator from Georgia will just allow 
us to vote. 
Mr. IVERSON. 
Mr. GREEN. It is important to have a short 
executive session. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a motion 
now pending, that when the Senate adjourns, it 
next, 
I think mine is a privileged 


Very well. 


Mr. GREEN. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. So is the other. 
Mr. IVERSON.’ -J call for the yeas and nays. 
Several Senators. Oh, no; let us vote itdown. 
Mr. IVERSON. Very well. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


DISBURSING OFFICERS. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


my, ene from Alabama will attend. 
he motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 4) allowing a credit to certain dis- 


I now ask the Senate | 


Long, as I understand. The money was appor- 
tioned, as has been stated, to the improvement of 
the river, and to the making of the necessary boats 
and apparatus for that improvement. It was 
found, when they came to apply the money, that 
the apportionment had not been very accurately 
made, and a portion of the money intended for 
the improvement of the Mver was applied to the 
construction of boats, which were necessary in- 
struments in doing it. When they came to setth 


| their accounts with the Treasury, of course, hav- 
|| ing used the money for an object for which it was 





not specifically appropriated, they could not be 
adjusted. My friend and neighbor, Russell, is 
growing to be an old man now, and he wants the 
accounts settled. The vouchers are all in the 
office; the Government does nog complain of th 
expenditures; they were necessarily and prop- 
erly made, but not directly according to law, fo: 
the reason I have stated. I hope my friend from 
Arkansas will allow this endl to pass at 
once. It was examined at the last session, and 


| passed without <tr 


Mr. CLAY. Perhaps I should have said, in 
relation to what is stated by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that the measure now proposed is ap- 
proved by the proper Executive Department of 
the Government. They say it is all just; they 
only want the authority of Congress to make the 
payment. I will say,in reply to the Senator from 
Arkansas, that the only contest here arises from 


|| the fact that they expended more money in snag- 
| boats and in preparation for the improvement of 


bursing officers therein mentioned was considered | 


as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish merely to say, that this 
resolution passed the Senate during the last ses- 
sion of Congress; it does not make any additional 


| these rivers than the original oe war- 


ranted, and hence I do not think he will find that 
there is any ground whatever for complaining 
that injustice was done to his State in regard to 
the improvement of the Arkansas, and I do not 
think he will find that it is necessary for the res- 
olution to lie over. If he does, I would suggest 
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ination, he shall conelude to move a reconsidera- | 
tion to-morrow, I will join with him in having it 
reconsidered. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Kentucky, I 
think, states the case with great clearness and cx- 
actness. I had occasion to look somewhat into 
these disbursements. The whole difficulty arose 
from the fact of one appropriation having been | 
made for the boats, and another appropriation for | 
the clearing out of the rivers, and they drew on | 
ihe appropriation for clearing out the rivers for 
the construction of boats; and therefore it was 
found that there was a small balance, as I recol- | 
lect, of the appropriation for clearing out the rivers | 
that was mixed in with the appropriation for con- | 
structing the boats; and it is in such confusion 
that, without some legislation, the accounts can- 
not be settled. Then there is the fact the Senator 
from Alabama speaks of—the want of authority 
to draw from the appropriation for clearing out 
the rivers for the construction of boats, which, as 
my memory serves me, rendered it quite impos- 
sible for the accounting officers to settle these ac- | 
counts under the existing law. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If it be true | 
that there are confusions in these accounts, with 
whom did those confusions originate? I do not 
know. Itis said that money was taken from the 
regular appropriations that were made for clean- 
ing out the rivers, to be used for the construction 
of boats. This, as I question not, is one great | 
source of confusion and difficulty in settling the 
accounts. In doing so, I have every reason to 
believe that they went unequally and unfairly to 
work against the appropriations that were set 
apart for specific rivers, in favor of the appropri- | 
ations for the lakes or for other rivers, and it op- 
erated hard on the river upon which I reside, and | 
the people living upon which I represent here. I 
refer to this as one of the instances of injustice 
for which | think the superintendent of these in- 
ternal improvements, Colonel Long, or whoever 
had charge of this, is responsible; or, if he is not, 
it may be the accounting officer. 

Mr. DAVIS. He was not continuously super- | 
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irregularities occurred when he was not. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then it falls 
also on the other. Thus it is that officers who 


burse moneys appropriated by law, go forward 
absolutely to abandon the terms of the law; and 
ge we must come in afterwards and pass a special 
ue act to enable them to settle their accounts; and 
that, too, after they have perpetrated severe in- 
justice upon some sections and people. I do not 
ike it; I feel disposed to oppose it; and if it were 
possible, | would be for fixing the parry 
for the acts which were committed, and which 
threw those accounts i0 confusion, upon the 
parties really guilty. 
ee I presume that this resolution will be passed, 
- whether I oppose it or not; because I can offer no 
strong hope that I shall be able to expose the par- 
Be 3 ties here in such a way as to do any ultimate good; | 
5 but I will call the attention of this body, that it | 
may go before the public, to the fact that the sub- | 
ordinates under these superintendents went to the | 
western rivers, payticularly to the river I oe of; | 
they anchored their vessel at the mouth of the | 
river; and there they spent weeks at a time, and 
adjourned off and went down to a party at Natch- 
ez; came back again, and went off to Memphis 
on another frolic; turned around then, and ran 
up the Arkansas river forty or fifty miles, took a 
snag, and tried for a little while to remove it. In 
a short time they would run down again to the 
mouth of the river, and there lay up until they 
would have a chance to buy more supplies; and 
so they would go on. No service was done to the 
river; none could be expected from the class and 
character of men who were put in charge of the | 
improvement. The men were not those who lived | 
on the river; and it was against the protest of the | 
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of men were put in charge of the work; and the | 
superintendent ought to have expelled and turned | 
them off. This is the first opportunity I have 

geen coming up, when I could advert to it with | 
propriety before this body. It was in this way | 
that the money was wasted; and it was by irre- 
sponsible and unauthorized action that the ac- | 
counts were thrown into confusion. I do not 


9 
i 
: 
i‘ 
: 


heayee 





are appointed here under the Executive to dis- || 4 sale 
| to the several States and Territories, and to regu- 


intendent, and I think the greater portion of the || 


_ section, as follows: 


representatives of that State here that that class || 


| 


THE ¢ 


(> him to allow it to pass, and then if, after exam- | know that relief should be given here by aspecial | 


| but they have expended what was appropriated | 
| in a manner inconsistent with, and actually con- 
trary to, the provisions of the law. l 


| refer to the fact, an 


| of a civilian as superintendent of cach of the national armo- 








act; that these partics should be permitted to come | 
in and scttle their accounts in this way. To be | 
sure, it takes nothing more from the Treasury; |, 


Under the earnest representations that are made 
by the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
and also by the Senator from Mississippi, who 
has much knowledge of these matters, and by 
the Senator from Kentucky, I shall offer no fur- 
ther opposition to this resolution; but it affords 
me the opportunity to call attention to the man- 
ner ip which these things are done, that some man 
who may occupy my seat hereafter may at least 

j may call those who have 
charge of these things to a proper responsibility 
in proper time. I admit that I have not done so, 
oa it is my fault that I have not done so; but it 
was in consequence of the want of knowledge or 
means to do it, until the whole appropriation that 
had been made had been wasted aa expended, 
and it became useless to talk on the subject. The | 
manner in which the appropriations for that river, | 
in the first place, were trespassed upon by these | 
officers and exhausted, and then the little remnant 
that there was wasted, as I know it to have been | 
wasted, was entirely improper. 

The joint resolution wasreported to the Senate 
ontueed to be engrossed for a third reading, read | 
the third time, and passed. 


SALE OF ARMS. 
Mr. DAVIS. I wish to call up a bill which has 


been under discussion several times and remained 
as the unfinished business—to authorize the sale | 
of public arms to the different States and Terri- 
tories, and to regulate the appointment of super- 
intendents of the national armories. 

Mr. GREEN. I desire to move an executive | 
session on a matter which is very important, but 
I cannot state it in open Senate. It will take but 
very few minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS. Why not go into executive ses- 
sion after we close this bill ? 

Mr. GREEN. The matter I refer to must be | 
acted on before the 4th. 

The motion of Mr. Davis was agreed to; and 
the Senate resumed the consideration of the bill | 
(S. No. 45) to authorize the sale of public arms 








| 





late the appointment of superintendents of the 
national armories; the pending question being on 
the motion of Mr. Hate to strike out the second 


* Sec. 2. lad be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act approved August 5, 1854, as authorizes the appointment 





| ries, be, and the.same is hereby, repealed, and that the su- 


| the workmen, officers belonging to the ordnance corps 





|| of such manuft 


perintendents of these armories shall hereafter be selected 
from otlicers of the ordnance corps.”’ 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I will say for the 
benefit of the chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, that I do not propose to make an 
extended speech; but I want to submit a short 
argument, and I will state to the Senate that the 
argument I shall submit, every word of it, is ex- 
tracted from a report made in the House of Rep- 
resentatives and signed by the gentlemen whose 
names I will read: R. H. Stanton, chairman; W. 
R. Sapp, Charles James Faulkner, and Joshua 
Vansant—a report made to the House on this very 
subject in 1854. That report says: 


*< From the period of their establishment to the early part 
of the year 1841, and through the vicissitudes of more than 
one war, the armories were continued under the control of 
experienced and well-qualified civilians, appointed im the 
manner provided in the law of 1794. | It may be safely said 
that in their management, in the perfection, efficiency, and 
extent of their products, they fully realized the highest ex-* 
pectations which had been formed of their capacity to meet 
the public necessities. It was not until 1841, a period of 
forty-seven years from their first establishment, that any 
serious effort was made to supersede the civilians in charge, 
by placing over the armories, to superintend and control 
of 
the Army. The“history of that transition from civil to mil- 
itary control affords strong reason to believe that its suc- 
cess Was owing more to the persevering efforts and extens- 
ive influence of that department of the Army, than to any 
peculiar aptitude of that class of men for the management 
establishments, or to any public ne- 
cessity demanding a c of system. ~ 

“The removal of the civil superintendents was made by 
the Secretary of War three days before the death of Presi- 
dent Harrison, and ata moment when he must be supposed 
to have had no poe in it. The law having invested the 
President with sole power of appointing the superin- 
tendents and other officers of the armories, the designation 
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of military men for that purpose by the Secretary of War 
was a usurpation of | poe and it became necessary to je. 
galize it by an act of Congress ; and accordingly, in 1849 
such an act was obtained. The proposition, when first pre. 
sented to the House, was rejected. It shared the same tate 
in the Senate ; but subsequently, by the direct interference 


| of the head of the ordnance department, was attached to 
| the Army bill as an amendment. When it came back to 


the Nouse in this shape, it was again rejected, and only re. 


| ceived sts reluctant sanction upon the recommendation of 


a committee of conference, the House submitting to the 


| wrong rather than jcopard the fate of the bill upon which 
| it had been fastened.”’ 

} 
| made from time to time from various officers of the 
| Army, who were never sent to examine it, and 
_they report that they manufactured better arms 
| under civil superintendence than were manufac- 


This report then goes on and contains reports 


_tured in any place in the world, and also that any 

pest and every part of an arm manufactured at 

arper’s Ferry, interchanged, if that was the 

| phrase of the chairman of the Committee on Mil- 

itary Affairs, with those made at Springfield; that 

the promiscuous parts of an arm, taken part from 

| Harper’s Ferry and part from Springfield, and 

| thrown into a basket, promiscuously, could be 
‘taken out together and made a perfect arm. 


| 


(| Mr. DAVIS. What date was that? 
| Mr. HALE. Prior to 1842; prior to the change 


from civil to military superintendence. A report 
| made to the House in 1839, by Mr. W. C. John- 
son, which is embodied in this report, Says: 


“The most experienced transatlantic officers and arti- 
sans admit that the muskets and rifles; now made in the 
United States are superior, in point of finish and useful- 
ness, to the best made in Europe. So perfect and improved 
| has been the system adopted in our factories, that we have 
accomplished what a board of French officers pronounced 
a desideratum that was impossible. They thought that i: 
was impossible so to make a musket that a part of the work 
made for one would suit or fit the residuary part made in 
another shop or factory, and by different hands; that the 
| springs and screws made to suita given lock could be made 
with such uniformity and precision as to answer for thc 
corresponding parts of a different lock. They thought that 
if part of a musket was lost or injured, there could not be 
taken a similar part of another, and make it quadrate with 
all its uses, but that the aid of a mechanic must be em- 
ployed or the musket must be discarded. Such is, or has 
been, the fact with the arms made in France, because the 
filings of the various parts are regulated chiefly by the eye. 
This is not the case in our national factories. The system 
of machinery is reduced to such perfection that every part 
of a musket and rifle is made with such nice precision and 
accuracy, that every screw or spring, made for a given part 
| Or purpose, will fit every musket or rifle that is made in 

each of the public factories. ‘lake any part of a musket 
made in the Springfield factory, and it will be precisely, in 
every particular, like those parts made at Harper's Ferry. 
All the parts of two muskets may be taken asunder, though 
one be made at Harper’s Ferry and the other at Springfield, 
and thrown into an indiscriminate mass, and there may be 
taken from the heap thus blended, at random, the compo- 
nent parts of a musket, and these put together; and the 
musket thus formed will be as perfect as precision can be, 
although half the musket be made at one factory and the 
other half at the other.”’ 

The comparison between the expenses, they 
being much more economical under the civil than 
military superintendence, is also fully demon- 
strated by figures in this report, which I will not 
read. I see the Senate are not much interested in 
this measure; but I will read an extract on one 
other point, and with that I shall leave this sub- 
ject: * 

‘¢ The very numerous complaints which have been made 
in many quarters, of the overbearing and oppressive conduct 
of the military commandants toward the workmen under 
their charge, are not wholly without foundation. Although 
all the officers whd have had control of the armories in 
last twelve years have not manifested this disposition to 
‘tyrannize over the workmen, it is, nevertheless, hardibood 
to deny that, for a | r portion of that time, men who 
have been in command, whose temper and learning, united 
with their professional habits of exacting instant submis- 
sion to all orders, whether just or unjust, rendered their 
administrations especially offensive to the mechanics and 
others under them. ‘The conduct of which complaint is 
not made does not always manifest itself in open acts of 
wrong and ession, which may be seen and felt and de- 
seribed, but by many little acts of tyranny, which show 
themselves in the haughty air, vexatious and unnecessary 
orders, petulant temper, and a thousand annoyances, which 
can only be realized and understood by those who are un- 
fortunately the victims of them.” . 


Then there was another report, which I will not 
trouble the Senate with reading. This was 10 
1854. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Who signs that? 
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Mr. HALE. It is signed by the committee of 


the House in 1854; among them our present Min- 
ister to France, Mr. Faulkner. It is signed by 
R. H. Stanton, W.R. Sapp, Charles James Faulk- 
ner, and Joshua Vansant. That was the report 


made in 1854, and it was the resultof very thorough 
examination, made upon complaints that wer 
made by the manufacturers themselves. 
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I appeal to the Senate, and ask where is the 
propriety of putting a set of workmen engaged in 
the manufacture of arms under military superin- 
tendence ? If a military guard is necessary to pro- 
tect your property, put it there ; but do not sub- 
‘oct the men to military rule in doing their work. 

he argument that would put the manufacture of 
arms under military superintendence, and the ne- 





| 


cessity which is said to exist for doing it, to pro- | 


tect the public property from violence, is vastly 


greater in the case of the Mint. Why do you not || 
here is more | 


put the Mint under the Army? 
property there than there is in — of your armo- 
ries, and it requires as exact work in mechanics; 
but it strikes me that it is entirely unnecessary. 
Again, I sympathize with the objection made 
by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] the other 
day. I do not see what the Army has to do with 
all these pursuits in life. As was said, we cannot 
make an aqueduct but we must get the Army to 


do it; we cannot build a Capitol but we must get | 


the Army to do it; we cannot have aSenate Cham- 
ber, and shut out the air of heaven, and pump it 
up from the cellar beneath, but we get somebody 
in the Army to do it. I know something about 
the practical experience of this Army work. You 
undertook to build a bridge over the Potomac 
river, within a very few years, and’sent an officer 
of the Army to do it. Ido notremember whether 
he got the bridge up or not. Probably the pres- 
ent chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs will remember; for] think he was Secretary 
of War at the time, and he can tell whether that 
bridge fell before the last stroke of work was put 
to it 

Mr. DAVIS. What bridge was it? 

Mr. HALE. The bridge over the Potomac 
river, up at the Little Falls—Thom’s bridge. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will state to the Senator there 
was an officer of topographical engineers put in 
charge of the bridge, and he committed the great 
error of employing some of these practical men, 
of whom the Senator speaks, and who had a pe- 
culiar construction of iron bridge, and that bridge 
fell down. 
build the next one himself. That is standing. 

Mr. HALE. I am glad he did. He had to 
build one that would tumble down, in order to 
learn how to build one that would stand. 

Mr. DAVIS. No; he let one of your practical 
men build it. 

Mr. HALE. I think this is a thing that we 
should keep out of the Army. If we must have 
some officer of the Army to superintend the man- 
ufacture of our muskets, who knows then but 





| gress reversed the action that was taken in the 
rst instance by the order of the Sceretary of War 
without any law, and went back tv the practice 

| that was established at the beginning of the Gov- 
ernment. I think they did so wisely, and I think 


and not departing from what has operated so well, 
for the purpose of giving these works to the su- 
perintendence of Army officers. 

Now, letme say to the Senator from Mississippi 
that I have said all | have to say; and | have not 
said it because I wanted to hear myself speak, but 
I have said it because I think that the mechanics 
who do this business would feel that it was an 
impeachment of their capacity, and_it was a sub- 
jection to discipline odious to them, if they are 
put under it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, the Senator from 


portions of a report made in 1854, the facts of 
which I shall proceed at once to comment upon. 
Before I do so, however, I wish to notice some of 
the closing remarks of the Senator. 


the Congress will do wisely, by standing here | 


New Hampshire has presented, as an argument, | 


He speaks | 
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rely on the President and the Secretary of W 
to select some favorite politician, and put him i 
charge of the work, without the capacity that 
would ever acquire the capital that would estab- 
lish a factory of his own: without the capacity 
that would enable him te administer it, if by chance 
he inherited it. 

But [ suppose I am to be pointed to the success 
which has attended the civil administration of the 
But a word is necessary 
to state the reason for that. Mr. Whitney was 
a man of common sense and practical judgment, 


| When he was put in charge of the work, he knew 


| of the Army as being all-powerful. He speaks of || 


them as taking possession of things which do not 
belong to them. 
had votes and representatives on this floor and in 
the other Chamber, | hardly suppose their rights 
| would be invaded in the manner in which the Sen- 


+ 


'| ator from New Hampshire proposes. If it be not 


Then Lieutenant Thom took care to | 


that you will nextmakea great national workshop | 
to manufacture uniforms, and, my word for it, you | 


will then have an officer of the 
tend it. So, with all the articles you want for the 


Army, there must be an Army officer to super- || 


intend their manufacture. 


rmy to superin- | 


| know there is a repugnance inthe minds of | 


these mechanics against being put under military 
rule and military discipline in their work, and 
there is no sort of necessity for it. The Army is 
all-powerful and always has-been. I know it. I 


think the Army has influence enough. It has | 


given us our Presidents again and again. 


It is || 


omnipotent. I will let it have all the influence that | 
rationally belongs to it, but I beseech you leave | 


the workshops, leave the mechanics to their ap- 
propriate business without compelling them to 
work under military supervision. I have no prej- 


udice against the Army, none at all, if they will || 


keep within their proper place, but I say, in my 


humble judgment this is not their place; it is not | 


necessary; and the experience of the Government 
from 1794 to 184], according to the report of this 
committee, shows that they were getting along 
and progressing and making better arms than 
were ever made before in any part of the world, 
when it was taken out of their hands and given to 
the superintendence of a military officer in 1842. 

he military officer kept it about a dozen years, 


until his rale became so ebnoxious, and this sys- | 


tem to which you subjected these workmen was | 


*0 oppressive to them, that they came forward 

fre in vast uumbers from Virginia and from Mas- 
sachusetts, and laid their complaints before Con- 
oo Congress did not proceed in a hurry, but 
they ordered a deliberate investigation into the 


| 


acts; they were all brought before them;, and 


when the ‘facts were brought before them, by a 
very decisive vote, as the Journals will show, Con- 


the legitimate function ofa military man to make 


| the arms he is to use, 1 would ask of what can he | 
| 


| properly take the charge? 


and substitute them by military officers. There 
Has there been a workman who was superintend- 
ent in all the years the Senator has enumerated ? 


they are politicians that they have advocates. In 


reasons to his mind satisfactory, appointed a mili- 
tary officer superintendent. The Senator, relying 


before. 


provement in the arms up to 1839, to which he 
refers, was made by Lieutenant Colonel Talcott, 
residing atthe armory and controlling all its oper- 
ations. Without the appointment, he had charge 
of the armory, and it was under his superintend- 
ence the improvements were made. 

Then, sir, in 1842 was adopted the new model 
muskét;and now if the Senator supposes the arms, 
anterior to that, were superior, let him go into 
the market and buy them, when, as condemned 
muskets, they were thrown aside and taken by 
George Law for trade in South America. It was 
subsequent to 1842 that the muskets were made 
which have fought the battles of the country, and 
| which have since been remodeled and modified so 





1841, Mr. Bell, the then Secretary of War, for | 


If the Army had power, if they | 


But the Senator presents it, I think very un- | 
fairly, as a proposition to remove the workmen 


is no such proposition in the mind of any one. | 


No, sir; they are politicians; and it is because | 


on that report which he has read from, supposes | 
no military man had had charge of the armory | 
It is true, that no soldier before that had | 
been appointed as superintendent, but all the im- | 


as to make them percussion muskets, and are use- | 


ful to-day. Anterior to that time, they were such 
defective weapons that we thought it improper 
to put them in the hands of the soldiers. They 
went on improving from that time; and under the 
military superintendence they attained that per- 


then exist. 


made to displace these military superintendents, 
The clamor was not from the workmen, as has 
been asserted time and again without foundation. 
I chance to know something of the principal work - 
men who were then at Springfield, and I believe 
there was not one of them that desired the change 
to be made, so far as I have been informed, and 


With the change of superintendents they desire 
to see an officer of the ordnance corps sent back 
to take charge; not that they desire a military su- 
perintendent, but that they desire some man who 





capacity, that they may be released from the con- 


| has been trained so as to give him administrative | 


fection which the report that the Senator read | 
from claims at an earlier date, and which did not || 


Then, sir, for political considerations, as I be- | 
lieved then and believe now, a movement was || 


I have had very recent information on that point. | 


fusions which exist on an incompetent man taking 


} 
charge of a great establishment. 


No just conclusion is to be drawn from the op- 


ration of those establishments which are con- 


ie 
| ducted by the capital owningthem There, mind 
y p g 





that those men who had made it the stud 
lives understood better what they were about than 
hecould. He therefore changed nothing; he trod 
sedulously in the footsteps of his predecessor; and 
from that has resulted the administration of that 
armery which I admit has been successful. But 
he has left it. You may get another such man. 
The chances are greatly against it; and in proot 
of my position, turn to the other armory. We 
have buttwo. ‘They have tried man after man at 
the other armory, and confusion has existed at 
it; and the arms have deteriorated until, I have 
been informed by an ordnance officer, whose pos: 
tion gave him the opportunity to know, that 
boasted excellence which once existed*in our 
arms that all the parts would interchange, of any 
riven model, has ceased now to exist in relation 
tothearms manufactured there. You have deterio- 
rated, from the time you changed from a military 
toa civil superintendence, in the character of your 
arm. Are we never to recover this? It was found 
in a state of perfect administration; it was found 
in a state where the arms had been brought up to 
a condition that gave them that excellence over ali 
the small arms of the world, and they have gone 
down from the day the system of superintendence 
was changed. That is sufficient evidence to me 
that we are to get worse and not better. 

I know it is very common to speak of military 


of their 


men as tyrants; but that man who is not by a mil- 


itary education taught to control himself, taught 
to be kind to those who are under him, has some 
radical defect in his nature. A man of elevated 
soul, from the very fact that he commands those 
who cannot resist his orders, acquires, with every 
increasing year, additional kindness to them. 

ut the Senator, the other day, repeated it as 
though graduates from the Military Academy were 
to be sent at once to take charge of the armerics 
We have but two. Those are the stations of ficld 
officers, men whose heads are whitened in the ser- 
vice. I noticed the fling which the Senator made 


| at the color of the military glove. We heard that 
_ beforegshe Mexican war; but whose hands were 
| deeper dyed in blood than those who came from 


the Military Academy? Whose hands were more 


| besmeared with the smoke of battle than those 


who had been trained to the profession ef arms? 
{ had hoped their services in the field might have 
silenced the demagogicai slang about white gloves 
forever. But the Senator argued, the other day, 


| that there was nothing in their education, so fa) 


as he hadexamined the programme of studies, and 


| so far as he could understand it, which fitted them 
| to take charge of the manufacture of arms. Queer 
| conclusion—the study of mechanics not fit a man 


to take charge of an armory; the study ef mathe 
matics, the basis on which all improvement rests, 


| that goes beyond the mere senses; the study of 
| natural philosophy, chemistry, and metallurgy— 


| ator, then, would fit him for it? 


these not fit a man to take charge of an armory!, 
What sort of an education, | would ask the Sen- 
Does he intend 
to say that he must have learned the use of the file, 
the chisel, and the hammer? If he was to be put 
te work upon the parts of the musket, that would 
be true; but administrative capacity is what you 


| require ina superintendent; and if he were the 


nd interestconcentrate to do the work. Here, you |! through all systems. 





most skillful workman in Christendom, when you 
put him in charge of a great work like that, he 
could no longer use his own hands. It is head, 
eyes, which he would require—the administrative 
capacity of the man; and that is independent of 
whether he has been a tramed mechanic or not. 
But, so far, sir, from military or eivil superin- 
tendence determining the character of the work- 
man in the armory which 1s nearest the residence 
of the Senator, he might find the master-work- 
man, not by title and by place, but by employ- 
ment—the old man Buckland, who has been there 
It is to his great genius 
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se of its arms at less than their cost. 


required a knowledge of arms to tell what was || 
Mr. DAVIS. I think I can satisfy the Sena- 


needed by the troops. It required Buckland to || 
tell how modifications could be made in the ap- 
plication of mechanical contrivances to arms. 
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that half the improvements made are due. It \| the same,’’ so that the Government shall not dis- 
|| Ing to manufacture for ourselves, but not to set 
|| up a business on the part of the Government, with 
tor from Illinois that his amendment, if adopted, | i 
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| its capital and funds, to run down private estab. 


They have acted in unison; and if the Senator can 
point me to an officer who has been on duty there 
since civil superintendents were there before, who 
will not bear testimony to the merit of that man, 


will be injurious and can have no beneficial effect. | lishments that are competing with it. We have 
If the improvement of machinery should reduce || plenty of armories in this country, ready to make 
the price of the manufacture of a given arm this | arms for anybody who will pay cash for them, as 
year, it would be justice to the two parties hold- || cheap as they can be manufactured; and if this 
ing the friendly relation they bear to each other, || Government is to be turned into a manufacturin 


to allow the State to take the arms at an amount 
which would replace it next year. Then, again, 
the Senator will perceive that in every change of 
model, there is a change of machinery consequent 


and who has ever failed to treat him with the re- 
spect due to his genius and worth, I would admit 
that half my argument is wrong. But I do not 
intend to consume the time of the Senate. I hope 
the subject is sufficiently understood. 

Mr. HALE. [am not going to pursue this 
argument, but simply to vindicate myself against || 
- one remark the Senator made. I made no fling | 
A at West Point cadets—at the color of their gloves; 
q not at all. 





ation in the armory, and exactly the same value 
out of it. There would be an amount of confu- 
| sion resulting from it; whereas the bill is simple 

Mr. DAVIS. The other day 


and direct, and gives exactly what is the value to 
Mr. HALE. I know whai I said. It was || 


only in answer to a suggestion made by the hon- | 
orable Senator from Maine, [Mr. Fressenpen,] | 
that the education of these gentlemen peculiarly , 
fitted them for discharging the duties of superin- | 
tendents of these armories. 





the language now stands. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. My object in suggesting 
the amendment was to make it definite. It seems 





How is he to determ- 


on the change of model; and thus you have arms | 
which, upon an estimate made according to the | 
seale of prices, would have a very different valu- | 


the Government of the arm the State receives, as | 


| to me that now it leaves a very great discretion || 






Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not say they were || 
fitted by the fact of wearing white gloves. 

Mr. HALE. Of course, you did not say that; 
but what I[ said was in answer to the Senator from 
Maine It struck me, | must say, with all my 
respect for the Senator from Maine and the Sen- 
utor from Mississippi, as a little absurd that an 
education at West Point peculiarly fitted them to 
take charge of these workshops; and I said that 
I thought these gentlemen would be employed in 
‘Ss a work much more agreeable to the taste that they 

. had acquired by the education at West Point, by 
having their hands in gloves and doing the duties 
of a ball-room rather than assisting greasy me- 
chanics in making arms. That was all, I think. 
If there was not great wit in it, it was certainly 
harmless, and hardly deserved to be designated as 
a demagogical fling. 

Mr. DAVIS. If [ used that expression towards 
the Senator, I assure him it was In no unkindness 
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{ had heard it so often before that probably, when 
I reflected on it, the bitterness of former days 
came before me. 


resulted—yeas 16, nays 32; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, | 

Durkee, Haic, Hamlin, Harlan, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, 

Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—16. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Crit- | 





ey tenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, || 
rt Green, Grimes, Gwin, Hammond, Haun, Hemphijy Iver- | 
5 es son,Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Ma- 

uy son, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, | 
ed Slidell, Ten Eyck, and Wigfall—32. 

‘en So the Senate refused to strike out the second 

: i section of the bill. - 
ae Mr. SIMMONS. I now move to strike out the | 
i first section of the bill, relative to the sale of arms. | 
= [t is in these words: 


hi ‘* Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of War be, and he 

4 is hereby, authorized to issue to any State or Territory of | 
the United States, on application of the Governor thereof, | 
arms made at the United States armories, to such extent | 
as may be spared from the public enagiies without injury 
or inconvenience to the service of the General Government, 
upon payment therefor, in each case, of an amount suffi- | 
cient to replace, by fabrication at the national armories, | 
the arms so issued.”’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe it is in order to 
amend the section before taking the vote to strike 
it out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) It is in order. 
7. Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend it in the 
ninth line, by inserting, after the word ‘‘there- 


so that it will read: 


Upon the payment therefor in cash, at the time of de- 
livery, in each case, of an amount, &c. 


Mr. DAVIS. Lam willing to accept that amend. 





was originally intended. 


4 The amendment was agreed to. i 
7? Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to suggest another || 
5 amendment, after the word ‘‘amount.”’ It now | 


reads, ‘tan amount sufficient to replace, by fabrica- 


I move to strike out the words “ sufficient to re- 
place, by fabrication ai the national armories, the 


| fabrication at the national armories, the arms 


| the application of the executive of one of the 


to him; and, as he says I did, probably it is so. | 


The question being taken, by yeas and nays, | 


i} 


|| generally come out about right; and it is pretty 


for,’’ the words ‘‘in cash, at the time of delivery;”’ | 


ment. There can be no objection to it. Itis what | 
‘| ernment manufacturing arms for sale. 


tion at the national armories, the arms so issued.” | 


arms so issued ,’’ and insert, ‘* equal to the cost of i ernment. It is a most unheard of usurpation of 


to the Secretary of War. 
ine what sum will be sufficient ‘‘to replace, by | 


so issued.’’ Here is authority given to him, on | 


States, to issue such amount of arms as may not 
be needed for the public service, to the State, on | 
condition that a sum is paid ** to replace, by fab- 


rication at the national armories, the arms so is- || 


sued.’’ Howis that to be ascertained? It seems 


to me that leaves it very vague and uncertain; 
whereas the amendment I have 
leave it a fixed sum; there would be no confu- 
sion about it; we could ascertain what the arms 
to be disposed of had cost, and that would fix the | 
amount. I am not particular about it, however. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Rhode 

Island to strike out the first section of the bill, as | 
| amended. 


attention paid to the bill; but I should like to ask 


the Senator from Mississippi what his object is | 


in entering into this new branch of business at 
the armories? I have not heard any reason for 
it. This proposition to go into the manufacture 


roposed would || 


Mr. SIMMONS. There seems to be very little || 
| 


vv 
establishment to break down private enterprise, | 
think it is time we looked about it. It is a most 
| unheard of competition. You want this Govern. 
|| ment to set up a competition with mechanics ip 
making cheap arms, and to be sold on a paper cal- 
culation of their cost. I am surprised at the Sen- 
|, ator from Mississippi. I know his notions are 
|| generally pretty rigid about thisGovernment. He 
|| surely does not want this Government to compete 
|| with individuals in the ordinary transaction of 
‘| business. You talk about monopolies. There 
|| never was a monopoly in England that would be 
| So mischievous in its consequences as to under- 
|| take to manufacture arms against private armo- 
'| ries, and sell them on a paper calculation of their 
cost. I do not want to enlarge on this topic. | 
|, believe everybody must understand it. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘I will endeavor to answer the 
| inquiries put to me by the Senator from Rhode 
| Island, and be brief. He asks me why we should 
take a paper calculation. I thought I had partly 
answered that before. I will merely say to him, 
| however, that he has taken but one view of it. 





| The price of iron varies, and the cost of the arm 


will vary with the price of iron, the price of coal, 
the price of labor. ‘That is known at the time you 


| sell the arm, and your purpose is to replace the 


arm of exactly the same model and character as 
the one that you sell. I do not think it would be 
by any means a difficult thing to come within so 
small a difference that it would hardly be appre- 
ciable. 

Then, as to the other branch of the Senator’s 





| objections, which he seemed to press with the 


most force, that it was to put the Government 
into competition with private establishments, | 
will merely say that the Government has properly 
a monopoly in the manufacture of these arms, 
and that if you go to private establishments to 
buy them, you must buy such arms as they have 
‘| machinery for the manufacture of. In this age 
\| of machinery we manufacture no arms by hand, 
| save here and there, in some backwoods country, 





of arms for sale on the part of the Government, 
it strikes me, is a new idea. 

I was a little struck with the answer that was 
given to the proposition to amend this section so 
as to fix some certain price. If anybody ever 
carried on the business of manufacturing any kind 
of machinery, of all things in the world he would 
never agree to fix it on any paper calculation of 
its cost. I never knew even a man who was 
thoroughly acquainted witha business, who would 
make an estimate within eens cent. of what 
it would cost the next year. I recollect-a rule 
which, when I was a farmer, a neighbor of mine 
told me. He thought it proper for me to make 
the best calculation I could about managing a 

| farm, what it would cost, and then set down the 
crop and what it would bring; and he said if I 
| doubled the estimated cost, and took off half of 
what I thought the crop would bring, I should 


/much so with this machine making. If a man 
| makes as close an estimate as he can of the cost 
of these arms, you might add twenty-five per cent. 
to it, and you would hardly ever cover the real 
cost. That is the case withall business. I never 
knew any business that could not show a great 
profit on paper when very little was actually real- 
ized; and of all things, ‘it I were going to make 
these arms, I would rather set it down that we 
| would take ten dollars for themif they cost twenty 
dollars, than let them go on an estimate of what 

_ we could fabricate others for. 
But I am agains the whole matter of the Gov- 
If we are 
not dealing liberally enough with the different 
States, in furnishing them with arms, I am willing 
to vote more money, and let us go on ag we now 
furnish arms. We now give $200,000 a year for 
arms to the States. If that is not enough, I am 
| willing to give more; but I would never enter into 
| a competition with private enterprise by the Gov- 


where a blacksmith makes a rifle. The machin- 
ery is applied to the arm which can be manu- 
factured at anything like the market price, and 
individuals apply their machinery to such arms 
as have a general sale, not merely arms required 
for military use. No man establishes a factory 
in these days to make muskets and rifles such as 
are required in war. There is one establishment 
in Connecticut which has the machinery erected 
for the purpose of filling contracts with the Gov- 
ernment, and it could fill an order from a State 
now for arms; but is it fair to the militia that you 
'| should put into their hands arms that had not the 
|| eXact inspection and all the value which your 
|| public arms have? Clearly not. 
|| ‘Then,am I asked, why require the armoriesto 
sell them? The answer is twofold. We have 
gone on increasing in population, increasing in the 
organization of military companies, and we require 
|| more arms now than when the sum stated by the 
Senator, $200,000, was fixed. Consequently,ap- 
plications are made from almost every State for 
arms, beyond the quota which the Department !s 
authorized to issue. Volunteer companies are 
formed and desire arms. They call on the Gover- 
nor, the Governoron the Secretary of War, and he 
has but the stereotyped answer to make; the quote 
due to the State has been issued, and we can give 
on no more until another year’s supply falls due. 
The Secretary of War this year has asked thatthe 
annual appropriation be increased to meet the 1- 
creased wants of the militia, It is, then, merely 
an economic question whether you will allow 
the States to make appropriations for the arms 
they ire themselves, or whether you will 10 
crease the appropriation beyond $200,000, which 
has heretofore been made. But, in this connec 
tion, | would say; for I make no division be- 
tween the Government and the people, that on 
account of the none with which arms issued 
by the Federal Government to the States have 
been heretofore treated, I hope that more care will 
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be exercised; that the arms will be better pre- | 
served when they are purchased by State appro- 
sriations, or by money raised by volunteer com- 
,anies for the purpose; that we shall thus gain a 
care in the keeping of the arms, which will never 
be shown if the arms are issued by the United | 
States in suchgquantities as may be required. 

| would be as much opposed as the Senator 
himself toengaging in general manufacture to com- 
pete with private establishments; but the manu- 
facture of military arms is a peculiar one. No | 
private establishment can afford :to manufacture 
military arms, unless they have an order from 
the Government to justify them in erecting and 
keeping up the machinery. A large order from a | 
State might warrant a manufacturer in establish- 
ing an armory, and making arms for sale to the 
State; but, as it is, we have the buildings, the 
power, the machinery in our public armories for 
the manufacture of more than double the number 
of arms which the present appropriation for that | 
purpose willenable them tomake. Wenow manu- 
facture about eighteen thousand stand of arms 

er annum. The full plan of our armories would 
cs about forty thousand. The difference between | 
the two is that which the armories can make for 
the States and volunteer companies if they will 
pay for them. To increase the manufacture ay | 
the armories by direct appropriation, would be to 
saddle the Government with increased expense. I 
am opposed to that; 1do not know what view the 
Senator may take of that branch of the subject; | 
but this is a mode by which we shall employ the 
whole machinery we have, the power and the 
buildings we have, without increasing the appro- | 
priations by the Government. 

In the event of an exigency, as the prospect of | 
war or the existence of war, we should enlarge | 
our appropriations, and then the Secretary of | 
War, under the language of this bill, could sell | 
none. Then he would be bound under this lan- | 
ruagc not to sell any, because there would be none | 
to spare. Then your armories would be working 
to the full extent of their power under appropri- 
ations made by the Government. Such ig not our 
ordinary and habitual custom. Such I do not 
believe to be desirable. We do not know how 
often we may change our models; and therefore 
itis not desirable to accumulate too rapidly the 
arms on any given mode] in our establishments. 
We have done well to increase their power to their 
present, or even it would be well to increase them 
to a greater capacity, to meet the exigency of war 
or the prospect of war. In the ordinary time of 
= itis not necessary. I do not know that l 
1ave answered the Senator fully. If I have failed 
inanything which is suggested to me, I will en- 
deavor to answer. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 








nee 


I did not call for an argu- 
ment in reply tome. I only asked for the fact, | 
whether we do not now distribute $200,000 worth | 
of arms gratuitously every year? 
Mr. DAVIS. I answer affirmatively to that; 
but the Senator must permit me, when he asks a 


question, to do something more than give a cate- 
gorical answer. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I think the Senator has made 
« very able argument in a very bad cause. [I un- | 
derstand him to say that we have a monopoly in 
the manufacture of arms. 

Mr. DAVIS. Not of all arms. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Well, of the muskets used || 


by the United States troops. I do not propose to 
disturb that monopoly. Iam willing that the Gov- 
ernment should manufacture for its own troops, 
or for the troops of the States, just as much as 
they want to pay for; but I should like to know 
if we have got a monopoly as against private in- 
dividuals in the manufacture of arms for sale? 
The Senator says there is one establishment that 
can manufacture precisely as well as we can. 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 said there was one establish- 
ment that had the machinery suited to the rifle 
used in the United States service, and they have 
= very good rifles, and under inspectors of the 


ee States they can make them again. That 
so, 


Mr, SIMMONS. 
them oe 


I suppose they could make 
did not have an inspector. 


Mr, AVIS. [am not so sure that they would. | 
Mr. SIMMONS. Then the inspector makes | 
the rifle 


» and does not merely inspect it after it is | 


made! 


Mr. DAVIS. 1 am not sure. that they would - 


make as good rifles; but the difference is this: that, 
in the private establishment, the object is to make 
as much money as possible off the arm; in the 
public establishment the object is to make the arm 
as perfect as possible. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no sort of doubt that 
the theory of manufacturing by the Government 
is a great deal better than the theory of manufac- 
turing by the private enterprise; but the result is 
that Government manufacture costs double. If 
there is even one establishment in this country 
that has machinery perfectly adjusted to manufac- 
turing an arm equal to that made at the national 
armories, and there is a demand for it, there will 
soon beanotherone as good. Thereisnodanger of 
their wanting competition, if there is a market for 
anything of that kind. I say if there is but one 


such establishment, we have no right to under- | 
take to interfere with its business by any monop- | 


| oly of ours. 
Mr. DAVIS. 


now at work on this character of arms? 


Will the Senator say that it is || number of these gentlemen that can make arms 
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Mr. DAVIS. I happened to make an argu- 
ment; and if the Senator’s common sense does not 
exceed that of all other persons, I think his ar- 


gument ought to change with what I have clearly 
shown common sense requires, 


Mr. SIMMONS. I happen to think quite dif- 
ferently from the Senator. I think it is not com- 
mon sense to suppose that this mode of conduct- 
ing the public business, under public officers, is 
equal to private enterprise. 

Mr. DAVIS. That is not my position; but 
that common sense requires everybody to under- 
stand that a private capitalist, who invests his 
money in anything, must have interest on it. If 


| that is not common sense, whatis? * 


Mr.SIMMONS. No; forI do not know any- || 
thing about it; but I say, if there is any one able | 


to make it, and willing to make it, we should let 
it alone. 

| Mr. COLLAMER. I will say, with the Sen- 
ator’s permission, that there is a private estab- 
lishment for the manufacture of arms in my coun- 
ty, which has worked for the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, as Secretary of War, extensively; and 


has worked, since then, to the amount of several | 


hundred thousand dollars, for the British Gov- 
ernment; and is ready to make arms of any pat- 
tern, and to compete with any establishment in 
the world. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no doubt of it; but if 
there was none, I would undertake to set up one 
within a year. 

Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator will pardon me, 
I will say the same in regard to Connecticut; that 

| there are various manufacturing establishments 
there of a like character with those spoken of by 
the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. HALE. We have one in New Hamp- 
shire that makes better than either. 

Mr. DAVIS. There is one in Connecticut 
which has the machinery, and has made military 
,arms. I think all the others have been changed 
| to special arms. Now, once for all, | would say 
| that, if the object be to make the States pay as 
| much as possible, then [ can understand the ar- 

gument of the Senator; but if the object be to let 


its establishment, and has the power and ma- 
chinery, it is right to let the people have the ad- 
vantage of them. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have no objection to their 
getting them as cheaply as possible. That is not 
my objection. 

ir. DAVIS. But they must cost more at pri- 
vate establishments. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is a matter that is very 
| much in dispute. I do not believe Government 
ever made a wheelbarrow that did not cost twice 
as much as it could have been bought for ata pri- 
vate establishment. That is my experience; and 
I do not believe Government ever made a musket 
that they could not have bought for half what it 
cost them, if they had bids for it, and inspected 
it as closely as they now do. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will merely state to the Sena- 
| tor that the record is against bien, and that com- 
mon sense is against him; because a man who 
has an establishment must have interest on his 
capital, whereas the Governnrent has not. 

r. SIMMONS. p 
about the investménts of the Government in build- 
ing ships and making great improvements; but I 


1} = they cannot do anything as well as an indi- 
vidu 


ial can do it. Private enterprise has made 
| these Government armories what they are. Only 
encourage it, instead of putting it under epaulets, 
and it will improve them still further. That is 
my opinion. I do not profess to have any com- 
| mon sense; I have not got up to that, 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator did not un- 
| derstand me as arraigning his common sense. 


| know anybody else to whom his remark could 
| apply, for | do not know anybody that happens 


| to use quite as much of it as | do in the debates. 
(Laughter.] . 


the States or the militia have the arms as cheaply | 
as possible, then, as the Government has paid for | 


I have heard a great. deal | 


Mr. SIMMONS. I supposed he did. I do not | 


Mr. SIMMONS. I will tell you. Common 
sense is, that when private capitalists have in- 
vested their capital, the Government should not 
interfere to take away their business from them. 
That is what I am objecting to. There are a 


as well as this Government, and make them 
cheaper; and we propose to set up our capital, 
throwing away its interest, in order to break down 
their capital, and make them do it without inter- 
est; we are to come in competition with them in 
the market. 

Now, the Senator says that there is recently a 
great advance in the military career of the coun- 
try; that the country wants more arms than are 
ordinarily distributed; and he makes a serious 
demand on our establishments for the sale of arms. 
if we do not supply them, it will make a demand 
on the manufacturers who ha¥e establishments to 
make them. Now, I should like to know if it is 
the object of this Government, the intention of 
this Government, to underbid private capital and 
private enterprise, and undertake to supply the 
market witha manufactured article against private 
enterprise, because we have investments and can 
do without interest on them? Thatis what I ob- 


| ject to. IL say, when this Government undertakes 


to strike down the enterprise of the country, to 
work without interest, when individuals have to 
pay at least six,per cent., itis time they should 

egin to think who is their competitor. I will 
not enlarge on this matter, because it is too plain 
a case to need argument. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the Government 
of the United States has been manufacturing its 
own arms for a long period. As far as I under- 
stand the organization, besides manufacturing its 
own arms, it has heretofore appropriated, and, 
pean still appropriates, a sum of money to 
ouy arms from private manufacturers; but it is 
obliged, for the safety of the country, to keep on 
hand a very large supply of arms that are not in 
immediate use. Now, the proposition of this bill 
is, if there arc any of the States that want to make 
additions to the arms of the State, that they shall 
be al‘owed to obtain them from the Government 
by replacing in the Treasury the costof those arms 
to the Government; and how is it met by the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island? That you wil thereby 


| require the Government to interfere with private 


competition. Sir, the State of Virginia has ap- 
propriated, within the last few days, $500,000, a 


| portion of which is to be applied to the purchase 


of arms, and the residue to the manufacture of 
arms. I am sorry to say that the relation in 
which that and many other States now stand to 


this Union has put them upon the necessity of 


arming themselves; and the appropriation will be 
continued from year to year, until they are full 


_ armed and capable of meeting all resistance. 


| appropriated $500,000 to arm the State—a 


say that Virginia, within the last few days, has 
rtion 
of which is to be used for the purchase of arms, 
and the residue for the manufacture of arms; and 
the authorities of the State of Virginia are re- 
quired right off to erect manufactories on State 
account in Virginia, for the manufacture of arms. 

I do not know, if this bill passes, that the State 


_ of Virginia will purchase any arms under it. I 


| from which that Senator comes. 
'| result that this bill 


do know, as far as I am informed as one of her 
representatives, that she has had no part or lot in 
it of any kind. I do know that she is sending to 
Europe, to sce at what rate she can purchase arms 
there. I believe that she will be very cautious of 
purchasing arms from the quarter of the country 
But if it should 
pagges, and the State of Vir- 
inia finds she can purchase from the United 
States better arm’, or as good arms, ae she can 
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get in private competition in Europe or at home, 





States instead of elsewhere. 


ers can make better arms and cheaper arms than 
the Government of the United States can make, 
if he is right, the Government of the United States 
cannot come into competition with them in the 


country to buy, will buy from those private man- 
ufacturers. Sir, if she could buy arms as good 
and as cheap as she can make them, the State of 
Virginia would not be, as she is now, erecting a 
manufactory of arms within her owu limits. She 
would not manufacture them, clearly,if she could 
buy them as good and as cheap as she could get 
them elsewhere. 

The proposition, as I understand it, is that the 
Government of the United States, from the sur- 


the people of the States, than it can do under the 


replaced at cost. And what reply is given by the 
Senator from Rhode Island? Why, that you are 
bringing the Government into competition with 


asserts that these private manufacturers manufac- 


it is not true, then he would compel the States to 
go and buy from these manufacturers an inferior 
ov a worse armata higher rate. Atthe very time 
that it is certainly the policy of the United States 
toarm the country, atthe very time that the Uni- 


osition is to replace to the Government the cost 
of these arms, Sauna understand that argument 
in any way whatever. 

I know nothing about it, for I never had occa- 
#ion to inquire into the subject, hut I should doubt 
very much whether you can trust private manu- 


ufacture. I know that in the competition which 
results among the private manufacturers, not of 
arms only but of everything else, there is impo- 


imposition in fabric, which is never tested until 
itis used, and then it manifests itself too late. I 


own country, in the fall of that mill in Lawrence, 
in Massachusetts—an immense building, in the 
hands of private manufacturers, that fell to the 
ground and crushed some two hundred or two 
hundred and fifty people, men and women. An 


inquiry was made into the cause, and I looked | 
into it, not to a great extent, and it was said there | 


that the cause of it was owing to the defect of the 
castings of the pillars of the structure. I do not 


say that might not have happened if it had been | 





she will be induced to take them from the United | 


facturers as you can trust the Government man- | 


sition in material, imposition in workmanship, | 


was struck with that the other day, in the Senator’s | 


ee — — 


| 


market; because those who want to buy, unless | 
they are deterred from going to that quarter of the | 


| facturing arms? 


plus of arms that it must of necessity keep on | 
hand, shall distribute them more at large among | 


present legislation, on terms that they shall be | 


| the meantime they are redundant. 
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| by the epaulet, by the commission which he bears 


from his country, and his responsibility under 


|| that commission, 1s the best I have ever known 
But when the honorable Senator avers, as he || 


does very roundly here, that private manufactur- | 


in this Government. I trust to that, in the man- 
cupidity of private enterprise; and in doing that, 
I do not mean still to question the honesty of 
those men who are engaged in it in the slightest 
degree. 1 do not know the character of their 
arms; but if | were buying arms for the use of my 
State, | would a thousand times rather trust to the 
security of the public responsibility of the Gov- 
ernment in the manufacture of them than to the 
eupidity of the private manufacturer. 
Now, sir, what is the proposition of this bill? 
What is the object of the Government in manu- 
They must keep ae large sup- 
plies. [am informed by the honorable Senator 
who is chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that there are some five hundred thousand 
ums at the United States armorics, and they are 
manufacturing them every year, at the rate of four 
or five hundred thousand dollars’ worth annually. 
Why? 
strong; they cannot use them. They are put by 
for future use, when the country wants them. In 
They are in- 


. tended for use; they are intended to be distributed 


private manufacturers; and at the same time, he |) 


through the States, to be given to the people of the 


| States when they are in arms for the protection 


ture better arms and cheaper than the Govern- |! 
ment. If that is true, there is no — If || 


of their country. The proposition now is to dis- 
tribute them on terms most advantageous to the 
Government, by replacing the cost of the arms. 
The honorable Senator would remit the States 
to the competition of private manufacturers. I 


| cannot see the propriety of it, I am free to ad- 


| mit. 
ted States has a large surplus of arms on hand in- || 
tended to arm the country, either through its own | 
armies or through the militia, and when the prop- | 


Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, if it were alleged 
that the establishments of the Government were 


| not sufficient to supply the regular Army, or the 


| militia of the States, with the suitable number of 





| 
| 


i 


a Government work, constructed on Government |! 


account, but I say only what belongs to that 
human nature and to that good sense which no 
honorable Senator enjoys more highly and more 
justly than the honorable Senator from Rhode 
Island, when I say it is manifested everywhere 
that private interests, freed from public respons- 
ibility in manufacture, will manufacture in the 
cheapest manner they can, obtaining the same 
price; and in matters of so great importance as the 
arms of a country, there will be laws, there will 


pidity of the manufacturer, which never manifest 
themselves until it is too late. I do not mean to 


throw any reflection on the arms manufactured | 


by the constituents of that gentleman, if any do 
manufacture them, but [ speak of that only as one 
necessary result in all private manufactures. 
Now, I am not one of those who believe that 
because arms are manufactured under epaulets 
they are not to be relied upon. Mr. President, 


in my experienee of this Government, (and I have | 


had some,) I know of no security which, for pri- 
vate honor, public responsibility, or pecuniary 


trust, is to be compared to the security that an || 


officer gives by his epaulets — better than my 
bond, better than any profession of any kind. 

have seen it tested over and over 
tioned over and over again, and 


have not yet 
seen it wanting. 


I say, the security that is given 


{| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


in, and ques- | 


| 


’ | fact. 
be defects that might be avoided but for the cu- |! 


arms, and a proper estimate were made of the 


| expense of increasing that department, I should 


be ready to vote for it. .If, on the other hand, it 
be true, as stated by the Senator from Virginia, 
on the authority of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, that there are more arms 
now in the armories and the arsenals than are 
required for the public service, and it is deemed 
expedient to distribute them tothe States propor- 
tionably, either at cost price or for nothing, I am 
ready to entertain that proposition. But this bill 
is for neither purpose. The billis precisely what 
the Senator from Rhode Island has characterized 
it. Itis notto carry into effect the duty of the 
Federal Government to provide for the arming of 
the militia of the States. It is not for the purpose 
of distributing to the States public arms which 
are not necessary or not required by the Federal 
Government. Itis to engage the Federal Gov- 
ernment in the manufacture of arms, not with 
a view to its public duty, but to interfere with 


»yrivate manufacturing; or the first section is an | 


; 5° ee 
introduction to the second section; itis to find em- 
ployment for the Army of the United States. 

We first established the Academy at West 


| Point, because, it is said, we must educate these | 
| gentlemen for their business, and the next thing 


is to find business for them after they are edu- 
cated. They are not sent, the greater portion of 
them, as other armies in other countries are, to be 
soldiers. They are to be congregated in fortifica- 


| tions, and in cities, and in armories, and in arse- 


nals, to be soldiers in name and not soldiers in 

Now, sir, instead of allowing the manu- 
facture of arms whenever unusual Loomude be- 
yond the ordinary requirements of the militia 
exist, in order to answer these extraordinary 
demands, we are to bring the Government of the 
United States into competition with private indi- 
viduals in a private business; and what is the ar- 
gument for it? The Senator from Virginia says 
that if private individuals can make these arms 
cheaper and better than the Government, there 


will be no competition, or no dangerous competi- | 
tion, between the Government and them. he | 
the Senator | 


Senator overlooks the fact stated b 
from Rhode Island, that private individuals must 
have an income or an interest upon their capital, 
whiie the Federal Government puts its money 
there without the idea of having any return, or any 
interest, or any income. You bring the power 
of this Government, as a capitalist requiring no 
return upon its investment, to compete with indi- 


Our army is only eighteen thousand | 





viduals who are compelled to receive a return 
upon their capital. 
But the Senator from Virginia thinks that com- 


|| petition will ruin the manufacture of arms, and 
ufacture of arms, far more than I would to the | 


that men striving with each other to command 
the market, to make the best article at the leas, 
price, will be sure to give us the worst possible 
article. Why, sir, the experience of the world 
is the other way. It is the experience of the 
world that mane ge us the worst article at 
the highest price, and I do not care whether it is 
a monopoly granted by a charter, or whether jt 
is a monopoly of the Government of the United 
States, after she has driven out private individu- 
als, and set up her own factories, under the con- 
trol of her own military officers. 
3ut the Senator from Virginia says the best 
| security we can have that these arms will be the 
_ best and the cheapest, is the fact that they are to be 
manufactured under the administration of gentle- 
| men who wearepaulets. That is a better security 
| than a bond; I believe I use the Senator’s own 
| expression. Then, sir, in God’s name, why not 
give them every office in. the Government of the 
|| United States? If itis good for one thing, it is 
_ good for all. Ido not mean to depreciate the honor 
| of military officers; but I say it is no higher than 
ijpthe honor of private citizens. I consider it no 


| 
; 


security at all. I can see no purpose in commit- 
ting the matter to these gentlemen. They are not 
educated for any such business. They have no 
practical acquaintance with the manufacture of 
/arms. They have no practical acquaintance with 
the management of these large factories. They 
will have to learn every bit of it after you have 
put them there. The oe no qualifications, ex- 
cept that, perhaps, of inspectors, to form a judg- 
ment derived from their experience or observa- 
tion in the Army as to the particular pattern or 
quality of arm. As for superintending the manv- 
facture of them, the pretense that they are cdu- 
cated for any such business, or that they know 
any such thing, unless it be an exceptional case, 
is preposterous. ; 

t seqms to me, therefore, that this whole bill, 
whether you regard the first section or the second 
section, is equally objectionable. Each section is 
indispensable to the other. If you do not have 
the first section you will very soon find that the 
second section will be in little demand, for it will 
only provide for one or two ordnance officers; 
but if you can set all the armories of the United 
| States to the maximum of their capacity to manu- 
facture arms, there will be more places for more 
officers. If you strike out the second section, the 
first section, unless it be to distribute the arms 
already made, would soon be of the least possible 
consequence. I look upon it, sir, without mean- 
ing any disrespect to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, as a part of that plan which seems to have 
been persisted in continuously, that to employ the 
Army of the United States they are to be thrust 
into every department of civil service; and while 
this is being done on the pretense of finding them 
employment, the President thunders to us from 
the other end of the avenue that he must have 
three, four, or five more regiments added to the 
Army for the discharge of public service in the 
'| Territories. Let these officers go there. Thats 
| where they ought to be; andif they were sent there 
| instead of being put overthe Treasury extension, 
|| the Capitol extension, and the harbor improve- 
|| ments, and river improvements, and the armories, 
| and the arsenals—if they were sent to the Terr'- 
| tories, as the French troops are sent to Algeria, 
| we should not have this call by Texas to give her 
| regiments of rangers, and from all the Territories 
|| to give them either new regiments in the regular 
|| Army or new regiments of volunteers. 

It seems to me that a majority of the Army off- 
|| cers have less idea of being soldiers than of being 
| everything else. They attempt, in every way, '° 
|| get. into employments that are not intende for 
| them by the laws regulating, or originating, of 
|| organizing the Army itself; and, for one, since this 
|| matter was called to my attention, in debates tw? 
pee ago, I have taken the solemn resolution that 
| | will record no vote to increase, in an direction, 

the control of the Army of the United States 1! 
| 





ny 











the civil departments of this Government. I sha | 
vote therefore to strike out this section. | 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
, adjourn. I am satisfied that we cannot get thro 
| with this bill to-night. 
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Mr. PUGH. The Senator from Missouri de- 
sired me to Move an executive session. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called for the 
yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn, and they 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 2], 
nays 22; as follows: 

y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Deolittle, 
Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Hemphill, 
Iverson, King, Polk, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten 
Evek, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—21. : 

“x AYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Clay, Clingman, Colla- 
mer, Crittenden, Davis, Gwin, Hammond, Johnson of Ar- 
kansas, Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pow 
ell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Slidell, Toombs, Wigtall, and 
Yulee—2. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Mr. PUGH. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope not. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I hope we shall 
not have an executive session to-day. P 

Mr. DAVIS. Let us dispose of the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There will be more debate. 

Mr. PUGH. Does the Senator from Missis- 
sippi desire to speak? 

Mr. DAVIS. I have a few words to say. 

Mr. PUGH. ThenTI shall not insist on my 
motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 
from Ohio has had his speech, and I think he 
ought to be the last man to press the postpone- 
ment of the bill now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
The motion of the Senator from Ohio is with- 
drawn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I understand 
that this is the bill which was reported by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to allow the States 
to purchase arms where they can get them best 
and cheapest. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will also ask 
the Senator from Mississippito say what connec- 
tion with that bill that portion of the speech of the 
Senator from Ohio has which relates to the em- 
ployment of officers of the Army in civil service? 
A great deal of it was devoted in that way, hav- 
rg, as | humbly submit, no connection with the 
suuject before the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Ohio, it is true, 
devoted a large portion of his speech to the sec- 
ond section of the bill, when it had been voted 
upon, when the question before the Senate was 
entirely directed to the first section. He followed, 
howéver, in the wake of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, who was seeking to protect private fac- 
tories; that is to say, to narrow the question down 
to one whether the militia should be allowed to 
get arms from the public armories, or whether 
they should be compelled to pay the increased 
price—increased price it is, as the record shows— 
which they would have to pay to private estab- 
lishments. He hung upon that proposition; and 
treading in the footsteps of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, the Senator from Ohio argues here that the 
first section and second section hang upon, and 
are interwoven with, each other; whereas they 
are purely distinct, the oge having no relation to 
the other. He sought to sustain his position by 
saying that, if the armories were worked up to the 
full amount of their power, officers would be re- 
ye to take charge of the manufacture. If he 
lid not know, I take it for granted he is the only 
Senator who did not know, that there are but two 
armories, and that the bill looks merely to one su- 
perintendent for each; and upon this he hung an- 
other allegation 

Mr. PUGH. Let me say to the Senator that 
he has now set up a man of straw, to knock him 
over; for that was not my proposition at all. 

Mr. DAVIS. I thought it was a man of straw, 
Without any substance of fact. And then he hung 
to this proposition another branch of his argu- 
ment, that these officers ought to be out in the 
*erritories instead of being at the armories, and 
in charge of the Treasury extension and the Cap- 
tol. Is it possible that the Senator did not know 
that ordnance officers have no troops, and have 
no command of troops; or is it possible he did 
not know that an engineer officer was in charge 
of the Treasury extension, and an officer of topo- 
graphical engineers now in charge of the con- 
aauion of this Capitol; that neither the one 
. cer nor the other could have command of 

ops in the Territories, or anywhere else? 





THE 


| of them. 


The Senator came in at the close of a debate, 
and rose to go over the ground which had been 
discussed at an earlier portion of the day; that is 
to say, as to the education of the officers which 
qualified them to take charge of the armories; and | 
he assumed, what is not predicated upon any 
existing fact, that officers are to be pu in charge 
of armories who never before knew anything of 
machinery. Had he paused with any care to 
consider who those officers were; had he stopped 
to learn the fact that they must be field officers of 
ordnance to qualify them for any such command, | 
he might have learned the other fact, that they 
had been through the different arsenals owned by 
the Government, and that in every arsenal of con- | 
struction there is a large amount of machinery; | 
and that those officers are there from their youth 
up, trained to the examination and the conduct 
These two establishments, the only 
two armories we have, are the commands of field 
officers of that corps. It is the licutenant, the 
captain, who have previously served in the arse- 
a and acquired that knowledge of machinery 
which he suppose#hem not to have. They come | 
qualified, not merely by their original education, 
but they come qualified also by their training as 
ordnance officers. The bill does not propose to 
assign to anybody but an ordnance officer the 
charge of these armories. 

All this subject has been gone over at an earlier 
period; and I do not think it would be fair to the 
Senate, [do not think it incumbent upon myself, 
to repeat the arguments which have been made in 
answer to others, and at the time when the ques- 
tion was first presented and other Senators were 
heard. 

Mr. PUGH. Ido not propose to repeat my 
argument; but I propose idbet myself right as to 
three or four matters in regard to which the Sen- | 
ator from Mississippi has undertaken to instruct 
me. j 
his or not, I shall certainly leave to the judgment 
of other Senators. I was perfectly aware, I did 


' not need to be informed by the Senator, that there 


were but two public armories in the United States: 
but his own statement made to-day, and made 
upon a former occasion, shows that these institu- 
tions only employ at present a very small portion 


| of the power which they are capable of exerting 


in the fabrication of arms; and this very bill was 
founded on the idea 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not say a very small por- 
tion. I stated it in exact numbers. 

Mr. PUGH. Well,stateitnow. Ido not recol- 
lect the exact statement. 

Mr. DAVIS. Nearly half; they now make | 





| eighteen thousand stand of arms, and their ca- 


| ants and advisers and staff officers of every kind 


pacity is forty thousand. 

Mr. PUGH. Very well, then, one half. Then | 
the effective vigor of these two armories is to be 
duplicated by the passage of this bill; and I said 
that although there would be but one superintend- 
ent to each institution, there would be plenty of 
other officers for places found to be filled, assist- | 


and description. You let one of these military 
superintendents get there, and the others will find 
a place to follow. 

I did not say that an officer of ordnance might | 
not by his experience, might not by the peculiar 
character of his service, be fitted to be a superin- 
tendent of an armory; but I replied to the argu- 
ment of the Senator from Maine. I did not 
suppose that the Senator from Mississippi had | 


| monopolized all the argument on that side of the | 


| ordnance, but that they shall be sclected ‘from 


question. The argument of the Senator from | 
Maine on the former occasion was, that we edu- 

cated those officers for that purpose. 
education does not qualify them for the duty of 
practical superintendents, nor does their service 
necessarily do it. It may,ormay not. Nordoes 
this bill say that they shall be field officers of 


officers of the ordnance corps.”’ 
Well, the Senator says, with some sort of ab- 


| cers have no troops, and therefore it is proposed 


to assign them to the armories; that the engineers 


have no troops, and therefore one of them is as- 


signed to the Treasury extension; that the topo- | 
graphical engineers have no troops, and therefore 
one of them is assigned to the Capitol extension. 


| It is precisely that of which I complain, The ord- | 


nance corps is supernumerary—the whole of it. | 
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If 1 am not mistaken—I have made the statement 
several times before, and I believe the Senator 
himself has not contradicted it—the very duty to 
which we assign the ordnance corps in our Army 
is performed by the artillery in other services. 
Your ordnance corps is the fifth wheel of the 
wagon, and that is the reason why you want to 
find employment for it. It is of no use. Those 
officers ought to have troops; and then, if they 
had troops, they would be serving where troops 
are put to service. 

I do not see any necessity, and I have heard 
none in these discussions for two years, of the 
two corps of engineers and topographical engi- 
neers. | think they could well be consolidated, 
and the number of officers vastly reduced; and 
those officers, together with the officers of ord- 
nance, ought to be transferred to the cavalry and 
infantry regiments, and compelled to perform the 
duty of soldiers, and not the duty of civil engi- 
neers and superintendents and architects. ‘These 
are not military duties, and they are simply used 
by the Government of the United States and the 
War Department to find employment for men 
who would otherwise”be superfluous in the ser- 
vice. That is what I said, and the Senator from 
Mississippi cannot escape from it. I shall not 
undertake to speak in the presence of other Sen- 
ators and of the public of those facts which are 
not material to the argument. It is not worth 
while to notice them, because I see no pertinence 
inthem. The very complaint I make 1s of these 
staff corps. They are inordinate; they are wnne- 
cessary; and whilst you keep them up and find this 
employment for them in civil pursuits, there is 
acontinual clamor to increase the Army for actual 
service in the field. 

What I said of the connection of the first and 
second section was this: that if the second sec- 


| tion stood alone, it would furnish places probably 
Whether my vehemence ordinarily exceeds || 


at the utmost for two or three, or, at most, four 
officers; but it was necessary to increase the em- 
ploymentat the armories in order to give increased 
employment to these officers. That is the con- 
nection between the first and second sections. 1 
did not argue upon the second section as if that 
were before the Senate to be stricken out—the 
Senate has decided to retain it; but [ argued on 
the first section so far as that was connected with 
the effect, if the second section was to be re- 
tained. I do not understand why it is that the 
the Senator from Mississippi should have departed 
from his ordinary line of argument, in charge ot 
the bill, to make so many reffections that he might 
have considered were intended to bring me in some 
sort of personal collision for objecting to his bill. 
I certainly have « right to make an objection to 
a bill; and so long as | do not state anything per- 
sonally offensive, or reflecting on a Senator, or 
impugning his motives or action, I do not think 
l am amenable.to his censure. 1 do not think it 
is the usage or the propriety of the Senate fur one 
Senator, merely because objections are urged to 
his bill, to indulge himself in expressions as to 
the ignorance of other Senators. It is certainly 


| a style of language which | have never employed 
| towards the Senator, nor, if I recollect rightly, to 


any other gentleman on this floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I hope the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi will not reply. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well; let us vote. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 1 do not think 
it is of any use to continue the discussion, and I 
beg to suggest to Senators that they allow us to 
take the vote. It is seldom that the friends of 


| the Administration make such a thin show here. - 
| A great many of them are absent. 
I say their || 


The Senator 
from Louisiana is not here, nor the Senator from 
Indiana, nor the Senator from Illinois, special 
friends of the Administration. es The 
country must be protected. Undoubtedly that 


| duty, which should be done, may be done some- 


what by those who stand here as friends of the 
Administration; and I hope very much we shall 


| be allowed to havea vote, and that gentlemen will 
solution for my ignorance, that the ordnance offi- || 


not continue the discussion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not feel disposed to 
move an adjournryent again, after the former vote; 
but I hope the Senator from Mississippi will allow 
this bill to go over. I wish to prepare an amend- 
ment to the first section, which I cannot do to- 
night. 

r. DAVIS. Never have I urged upon any 
Senator to vote upon any proposition which I sab- 
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LYDIA FRAZEE. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of ne Frazee, ad- 
ministratrix of John Frazee; which was read a | 


frst and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. HUTCHINS also, from the same commit- 
tee, presented adverse reports on the petitions of 
Chauncey Smith and Jemima Christian; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. | 


MARIAM G. VALLEJO. 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, reported | 
back a bill (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Mariam 
G. Vallejo; which was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


- CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GILMER. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee of Elections to offer the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be allowed i 
to employ aclerk ata compensation not exceeding four dol- | 
jars per day for the time actually employed. 
Mr. BURNETT. I do not understand that to || 
be a privileged resolution. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the res- || 
olution? 
Mr. BURNETT. I object to it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. It isa privileged question. | 
Mr. GILMER. 1 understand it to be a privi- | 
leged question. Such a resolution hasalways been 
so considered. It certainly is a privileged ques- 
on. j 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not suppose | 
itis a privileged question. 
Mr. GILMER. But it is a report from the | 
Committee of Elections. | 
| 
| 


The SPEAKER. That committee has not been 
called (o-day, and the Chair supposes that it is | 
not, therefore, a privileged question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to say that the res- || 
olution offered by the honorable gentleman from | 
North Carolina 1s a privileged resolution. It isa 
report from the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to the gentleman’s 
arguing the question. I understand the Chair has || 
decided that it is not a rivileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. | 


STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, reported back, with the 
recommendation that it do pass, House bill (No. 
114) further to provide for the safety of passen- 
gers on vessels propelled in whole or in part by | 
steam. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, 
the further consideration of said bill was post- 
poned till three weeks from Tuesday next; and 


the bill and accompanying report were ordered to 
be printed. 


SHADE CALLOWAY. 


Mr. -WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported back a bill for | 
the relief of Shade Calloway; which was referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make || 
an inquiry of the chairman of the Committee on | 


Commerce, Is this the bill which was before the | 
last Congress? | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, was under- | 
stood to assent. 

Mr. TAYLOR. It will be remembered that I | 
presented a bill which was also before the last || 
Congress, and which is intended as an amend- | 
ment or substitute for this bill. If that bill of mine || 
's not included in this report, I wish to ask permis- 
sion of the House that the bill referred by me to | 
the committee may be printed, in order that it may || 
be in a condition to be brought up at the same || 
time as the bill now referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole House shall be brought up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope that 
course will be pursued. 

It was so ordered. 


STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL—AGAIN. 


_Mr. HOUSTON. I nse toa privileged ques- | 
— I understand that the first report made by | 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce i 
Was postponed. To what time was it postponed? || 


ty 





The SPEAKER. 
weeks. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


vote by which it was postponed, with a view 


It was postponed for three 


(Mr. Suerman] who is at the head of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


orders; and if the way is blocked up by bills 
postponed, so as to give them an advantage over 
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1 move to reconsider the 


Mr. WASHBURNE, ef Illinois. I will now 
test the sense of the House, without farther de- 
bate, by renewing the motion te lay thé motion 


|, to reconsider upon the table. 
of saying a word to the gentleman from Ohio | 


} If the gentleman | 
| will look at the effect of this class of postpone- 
| ments, he will see that they are really oo 


eing | 


every other bill that may be reported from every | 
other committee in the House, why the gentle- | 


/ man will find his appropriation bills sunk down | 
| to the very last days of the session, if they are | 


passed at all. 


I only make that suggestion. If he prefers to 


let it go so, I have indicated my disinclination to | 


it; and I will be content with his course. 


I will | 


assist him, however, if he desires to take the course | 


|| I suggest—to keep the way clear, so that his ap- 
| propriation bills may be passed at any time, with- 
| out being sunk to the bottom by special orders | 
| and postponed bills. I, therefore, move to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was postponed, 


| with a view of having it referred to the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I move to | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I hope my friend from IIli- 
nois will allow the motion to reconsider to stand 
over for an hour or two, until I can see what the 
measure is. I was called out, and did not hear it 
reported. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


la 


I withdraw 


Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois withdraw that motion for a minute? I 
desire to put myself right in relation to this 
bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man can make his “suggestion without my with- 
drawing the motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, it is this: the gen- 
tleman seems to have taken my motion—as did 
also the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Bur- 
nett ]—as being evidence of hostility to the bill. 
It is not so. 1 am willing to take up this bill, 
and act upon it. I desire to doso. I know that 
it is an important bill, and that, in one shape or 
other, it ought to pass. | am not endeavoring to 
stifle the bill or to defeat it. 1 do not wish access 
to it in the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| of the Union to be obstructed. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let me make 


a suggestion. The gentleman from Alabama 


| knows very well that this is making no special 


order; for the bill naturally, under the rules, will 
come up at the time to which itis postponed; and 
that, at that time, a motion to lay upon the table 
or refer to the Committee of the Whele on the 


| state of the Union will be in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire only to say one 
word in reply to the gentleman from Illinois, and 


' to the gentleman from Kentucky. 


the motion to lay upon the table, for the purpose | 


of making a few brief remarks. This 1s a bill 
which is considered of great importance to the 
country, and that should be speedily passed. The 
gentleman from Alabama understands very well 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
I think it | 


and so does the gentleman from Ohio. 
will be disposed of with very little debate or dis- 
cussion. Itisa bill that has been most thoroughly 
considered. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman allow me 
a moment? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Does the 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Ifa major- 
ity of the House want to send the bill to that tomb 
of all the Capulets, the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, very well; but it can be 
done as well on the day to which it is proposed 
to postpone its further consideration, as it can be 


( | upon this day. I hope, therefore, that the House 
what will be the effect of referring the bill to the | 


gentleman from Virginia desire to ask me a ques- 


tion ? 

Mr. MILLSON. g 
tion. My friend from Illinois knows that, from 
my former joint service with him on the Commit- 


|| tee on Commerce, I have some familiarity with 


the bill which he has just reported. If the bill 
now reported by him resembles the bills formerly 


| acted upon by the Committee on Commerce, I do 


not think that it will be practicable to discuss the 
bill in the House, restricted as the House will be 


amendment to that amendment, which will either 


1 desire to make a sugges- | 


| the Con 


will permit the disposition of the bill to be made 
that [ have suggested. 

Mr. HOUSTON. One word more, and I will 
detain the House no longer. I desire to reply in 
brief to the gentleman from Illinois, the chairman 
of the Committee on Commerce, and the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, They say that, unless this 
bill is kept before the House, and not referred to 

nittin of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it will cease tocommand the attention and 
ihe action of the House; that otherwise, it will 
not-be reached and disposed of this session. If 


' that be so, and it is to bury a measure forever to 


_ good, an 
to the consideration of a single amendment, or an |! 


involve the House in the predicament of allowing | 


a senseless and tedious discussion to go on on 
those two amendments, or of cutting off all other 
amendments by a demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

One word more. I agree with the gentleman 
from Illinois in thinking that the bill is one of 
very great importance and that ought to be speed- 


ily and thoroughly considered by the House, and | 
I think it would well justify its being made a spe- || 


cial order; but I suggest to the gentleman that he 
allow it to go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, where it can be discussed 
with more advantage and profit than it can pos- 
sibly be acted on within the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
consent of the House it can be made a special 
order in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, I am certainly very well agreed to 
that. All I desire is, that the bill may be ina 
— where a majority of the House, if they 

esire to pass it, can act-upon it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to suggest to the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, that I 
hope he will stand by his motion, and let the bill 
be made a special order. 


If by the | 


| refer itto the Committee of the Whele on the state 


of the Union, why, in the name of common sense, 
is not that committee abolished ? Why do we have 
that committee, if it is of no avail? Why should 
it be recognized by our rules, unless it has some 
good purpose to subserve? Abolish it, if it is no 
let all the bills of the session take their 
chance equally, be made special orders, and have 
their only consideration in the House We are 
told gravely, in reference to the bill, that to refer 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union is to send it to the tomb ef all the Cap- 
ulets, where, sir, the hand of resurrection will 


| never reach it; and [ insist, if that be so, the Com- 


'| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union is 


It is a bill of import- |) 
ance, and one that ought to be considered in the || 
| House, and at an early day. That, in my judg- | 


ment, is the only mode in which we can get ac- | 


tion on it. I hope, therefore, that the gentleman 
will insist on his motion to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 


| 


an incumbrance instead ct a help, and ought to 
be abolished. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I yielded 
only for an explanation, and not for a speech; and 
I insist on my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 

| the table. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
| agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
in connection with the bill, I desire to introduce 
| a resolution, under the direction of the Committee 
_on Commerce, and which goes, under the rules, 

to the Committee on Printing, that five hundred 
copies extra of the bill and report be printed. 
ir. STANTON. Does that suiodaion come 
| before the House asa report from the Committee 
| on Commerce ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It does; and 
it was adopted this morning. 1 know what rights 
I have here. The reason for the resolution is this: 
this, sir, is a very important bill, and the ordi- 
| nary number of copies has not heretofore been 
| found adequate to answer the demands made from 
| every section of the country. It is a bill the pro- 
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‘to $7,788 75. The expediency of appropriating this sum, 


954 


visions of which are inquired into and examined | 
by commercial men generally. 

The resolution was received; and, under the 
rules, it was referred to the Committee on Print- 


ing. 











| 


SHADE CALLOWAY. 


Mr. MAYNARD. L ask to make a suggestion | 
in reference to a private bill, which was referred, | 
a short time ago, to the Committee on Commerce. | 
It is a bill which I introduced a few days ago, 
and which was read a first and second time. It 
has heretofore passed the House by a large ma- 
jority, and it passed the Senate, excepting the last 
reading. It appropriates the sum of $1,300; which 
would have been paid if the appropriations had 
not been exhausted. I ask that the bill be now 
taken up and disposed of; for | do not see how 
there can be any objection to it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. In answer | 
to the suggestion of the gentleman from Tennes- 
sec, I will say that the bill to which he refers in- 
volves an appropriation ; and, under the rules, it 
must go to a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 1 have reported the bill 
three times; and I fully agree with the gentleman 
in what he has stated in regard to its merits. It 
must, however, go, for its first consideration, to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar; the rules demand that. 

MESSRS. ROGERSON & SON. 

Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
1 am directed by the Committee on Commerce to 
move that the following letter and accompanying | 

apers, addressed to me by the Secretary of State, 
»¢ referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 
ordered to be printed: 


DeraRTMENT OF STaTE, WASHINGTON, 
° February 28, 1860. 

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the in- 
closed copy of a correspondence which has taken place 
between this Department and her Britannic Majesty’s Le- 
gation in this city, relative to the claim of Messrs. Roger- 
son & Son, of Newfoundland, on the Government of the 
United States, for services rendered by their brig Jessie to 
the crew of the American packet ship Northumberland. in 
the month of December, 1857. 

The leading facts of the case appear to be these: The 
Jessie, bound trom Liverpool to Newfoundland, fell in with 
the Northumberland at sea, in%& foundering state. The 
crew and passengers of the latter were ese on board | 
of the Jessie, at considerable hazard. The Jessie then put | 
back to Cork, thus incurring certain expenses, and a delay 
which, it is alleged, prevented a voyage on the spring seal- 
fishing, to which she was destined, and which is of a lu- 
erative character. For these disbursements and contifgent 
profits lost, the proprietors of the Jessie believe themselves 
entitied to some compensation from this Government; and 
her Majeaty’s Government, believing that some, at least, 
of the passengers of the Northumberland were British sub- 
— has signified its willingness, if the Government of the 

Jnited States should be enabled by Congress to acknow!- 
edge and settle the claim of the owners of the Jessie, to 
relund to this Government a sum bearing the same propor- 
tion to the whole claim which the number of British pas- 
sengers saved from the Northumberland may have borne 
to the the total number saved, including both passengers 
and crew. 

It will be noticed that the estimated loss resulting from 
the humane conduct of the captain of the Jeesie amounts 


or so much thereof as shall be necessary, to indemnify 
Messrs. Rogerson & Son, is suggested for the consideration 
of the committee. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedi- | 
ent servant, LEWIS CASS. 


Hon. E. B. Wasusurne, Chairman of the Committee on 
Commerce of the House of Representatives. 


List of accompanying papers. 
Lord Napier to Mr. Cass, (with accompaniments,) 15th 
March, 1858, copy. 
Mr. Cass to Lord Napier, 19th March, 1858. 
Lords Napier to Mr. Cass, (with accompaniments,) 7th 
September, 1858. 
r. Cass to Lord Napier, 9th September, 1858. 
Lord Napier to Mr. Cass, 13th February, 1859, copy. 
Mr. Cass to Lord Napier, 15th February, 1859, copy. 
Lord Lyons to Mr. Cass, (with an accompaniment,) 20th | 
April, 1859, copy. 
r. Cass to Lord Lyons, 22d April, 1859, copy. 
Lord Lyons to Mr. Cass, 28th November, 1859, copy. 
Mr. Cass to Lord Lyons, 29th November, 1859, copy. 
Lord Lyons to Mr. Cass, 5th December, 1859, copy. 
Mr. Cass to Lord Lyons, 6th December, 1859, copy. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 
agreed to. 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEW MEXICO. 

| 
| 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
a bill was referred to the Committee on Commerce 
(H. R. No. 197) providing for a geological sur- 
vey of New Mexico; and I am directed by that 
committee, as it has not jurisdiction of that ques- | 
tion, to move that it e discharged from the | 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


further consideration of that bill, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am directed 
by the Committee on Commerce to submit the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be author- 
ized to employ a clerk, at a compensation of four dollars 
per day while actually employed. 


Mr. GROW. 


I ask the gentleman to permit 


| me to move an amendment. 


Mr. BURNETT. That subject has not been | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce, and, 
therefore, that committee has no right to report on 
the subject. I object to the resolution, for it is 
one, I conceive, that cannot be brought here as a 
report from that committee. 

Mr. GROW. This has been the usual course. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
report is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
and I demand the previous question, 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not understand this 


/matter. The gentleman from Illinois, chairman 
| of the Committee on Cummerce, holds the floor, 


and, moving his resolution, permits the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania to submit an amendment—— | 
Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Illinois ac- | 


ceptcé «ny amendment. 


Mr. NOELL. 


modification of the report of a committee ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman submits his 
resolution as the report of the Committeeon Com- 


merce, and he catinot of course accept any modi- , 


fication of that report. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Hlinois submits his report, 
and that he yields to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] to offer his amendment, 
and that he then calls for the previous question. 


| The Chair holds that to be in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to this question of 
order: the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce made a report from that committee by its 
order, Now, sir, he cannot modify that report 
by accepting any amendmentof it. Itis the order 
of the committee, and it must appear before the 
House as they adopted it. It cannot be changed 
under the rules except by a vote of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that the 
— of order raised by the gentleman from Ala- 
mama is undoubtedly right; but there is no mod- 
ification; the gentleman from Lllinois yielded, as 
the Chair understands it, to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who moved his amendment, and 
that then the gentleman from Illinois called for 
the previous question. 

r. HOUSTON. 
order. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania moves 
anamendment providing for the employment of 
clerks to other committees than the Committee on 
Commerce, I hold that that amendment is not in 
order to the report of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, for the reason that it is not 
germane. I hold, sir, that each proposition must 
come up separately, and be disposed of upon its 
own merits. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Debate is 
not in order, for the previous question has been 
called. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the Chair to decide my 
question of order, which is this: that the Cem- 
mittee on Commerce, not having that subject re- 
ferred to it, cannot report the resolution which 
has been presented. at committee, I hold, can- 
not dignify this resolution into a regular report. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman will permit me, I will tell him that by 
looking at the report of our proceedings during the 
last Congress, he will find that the course here 
proposed was exactly the one then adopted. The 
chairman of the Committee on Mili Affairs, 
General Quitman, moved, as a report from that 
committee, the adoption of a resolution author- 
izing that committee to employ a clerk during his 
actual service at a salary of four dollars a day. 
Then an amendment was offered by the gentle- 
man from Illinois, my late colleague, (Mr. Har- 





By what authority under the | 
rules can the gentleman from Illinois accept a | 


I rise to another point of | 
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ris,) including certain other committees, Th,» 

same point of order was raised then that is raised 

now; but the Speaker overruled the point of order 

and the amendment was agreed to; and the rego. 
|| lution, as amended, was akapiad. 

Mr. BURNETT. That may be true, and yet 

_ the ruling of that Speaker wrong. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
‘| the amendment to the resolution is in order. 
Mr. BURNETT. LI appeal to the gentlemay 
‘| from Illinois to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
‘| vious question, in order that I may offer ap 
|| amendment. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think jt js 
‘time this matter was disposed of in some way, 
', and, therefore, I must decline to withdraw the 
previous question, . 
| Mr. GROW. I hope the resolution and amend- 
ment may be read, so that members may know 
|| what they are to vote on. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be author. 
|| ized to employ a clerk, at a compensation of four dollars a 
| day while actually employed. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

After the word ‘ Commerce” insert “* Elections, Foreign 
|| Affairs, Territories, Military Affairs, Post Office and Post 
|| Roads, Judiciary, Invalid Pensions, Naval Affairs, Public 
\] Lands, and Accounts, be each.”’ 

Mr. GROW. These are the same committees 
| that were authorized to employ clerks last Con- 


| gress, with the exception of the Committee of 
Accounts. That is added. 
Mr. BURNETT. Do I understand the Chair 
to decide that the gentleman from Illinois has a 
right to offer a resolution, coming as a report 
from a committee, asking for the employment of 
a clerk, and that to that report, if it be one, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania can offer an amend- 
ment, covering, I believe, nine other committees, 
giving to them clerks also ? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That was 
precisely the action of the last Congress. 
. TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
such an amendment is in accordance with the 
_ practice of the House, and therefore he decides 
the amendmentin order. The question is on set- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
The question bemg on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 
| Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. I desire to amend the 
resolution by adding the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. No further amendment is 
now in order. ee 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 73; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs- Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich,. Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Bingham, 
| Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Bur- 
_lingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, 
| John B. Clark, Clemens, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, James 
| Craig, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Dunn, 

Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Florence, Foster, French, Gilmer, 

Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 

Hetmick, Hickman, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 

Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, DeWitt C. Leach, 
| Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, 

Charles D. Martin, McKean, Millward, Moorhead, Edward 

Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Potter, Pottle, Rey- 
| nolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott 
l] Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
| Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Tap- 

n, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van 

Vyck, Verree, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wasli- 
burn, Ellihu B: Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wil- 

son Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—104. 
AYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, 

Barksdale, Barrett, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Burnett, Car- 
| ter, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, Burton Craige, 
| Crawford, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben ate = 
|, ton undson ish, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Gar 
trell, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hoard, 
_ Holman, Houston, Howard, Jones, Killinger, Landrum, 

Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McPherson, MeQueen, Mill- 
son, Sydenfam Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Nibiack, 
Noell, Pendieton, Peyton, Porter, Pugh, Quarles, Room 
Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Simms, Singleton, | il 
liam N.H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, s, Under- 
wood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Winslow, and 
Wright—73. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

During the cali, 

Mr. WALTON stated that Mr. Morritt wes 

| paired off with Mr, Puetrs. 


|” Mr, ALLEN asked leave to vote. 
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Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, objected. 

Mr. ALLEN stated that he would have voted 
in the negative, had he been within the bar when 
his name was called. ; 

Mr. ASHMORE said: I desire to cast my vote 
in favor of clerks to two or three of these com- 
mittees; but I cannot vote for the batch of clerks 
proposed by the amendment; and therefore I vote 
“no 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I was called out of the 
House just before my name was called, and 
therefore missed my vote. As the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Winstow] sajd the other 
day if I had been here T should have voted cor- 
rectly upon this question. 

The result of the vote was announced, as above 
recorded. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to | 
reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROVINCETOWN HARBOR. 


Mr. ELIOT. I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce to make a report concerning | 
the preservation of Provincetown harbor, and to 
move that it be laid upon the table and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES KNAPP. 

Mr. MOORHEAD, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Charles 
Knapp; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the bill and report or- 
dered to be printed. 

ISAAC 8. SMITH. 


Mr. NIXON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac S. 
Smith, of Syracuse, New York; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and | 
the bill and report ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE Rh. JACKSON & CO. 


Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made anadverse report in the case of George 
R. Jackson & Co.; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ISSUING OF REGISTERS. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iam directed by | 
the Committee on Commerce to report back a | 
bill (S. No. 146) authorizing the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to issue registers to the schooners Helen 
Blood and Sarah Bond, of Oswego, New York, 
and ask that it be put upon its passage. I make | 
that motion. 


The bill has been submitted to the Treasury 








Department, and has the approbation of the Sec- || 
he hulls of these ves- || 


retary of the Treasury. 
sels were constructed in Canada, but the repairs 
and additions made to them in this country exceed 
double the value of the hulls. I move the previous | 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be read | 
a third time. . 


The bill was subsequently read the third time, 
and passed. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF FEMALE PASSENGERS. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Commerce to report back a | 
bill, (H. R. No. 19,) and ask that it be put on its 
passage. This bill, sir, is a bill to amend an act 
enutled “* An act to regulate the carriage of pas- 
Sengers in steamships and other vessels,’’ 





ap- 
asin March 3, 1855; and it is designed for the 
‘ter protection of female passengers, and for | 


other purposes. I say briefly to the House on this 
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order that the facts upon which the bill stands 
and is proposed may be known to this House, I 
send to the Clerk’s desk, that it may be read, a 
representation of the Commissionersof Emigration 
of the city and State of New York. It 1s very 
brief, and presents the facts which were true at 
the time the representation was made, and equally 
true now. The memorial is signed by our first 
men in the city of New York. : 

The memorial was read, as follows: 
To the Honorable the Senate and the 

House of Representatives of the United States: 

Your petitioners, the Commissioners of Emigration of 
the State of New York, respectfully represent: 

That, by the laws of the said State of New York, the care 
and protection of the emigrants arriving at the port of New 
York are committed to your petitioners: that, during the 


last two or three years, the frequent complaints made to | 


your petitioners, by female emigrants arriving at the above 


port, of ill-treatment and abuse from the captains and other || 


Officers uf some of the vessels engaged in the passenger 
business, caused your petitioners to investigate the subject ; 
and from such investigation your petitioners regret to be 
obliged to say, that, — diminution in the number of 
cabin passengers in sailifZ ships, produced by the rapid 


steam communication between this and the easternislands | 


and continent, propriety and decent observances on the part 
of the officers of many ships have very frequently been de- 
parted from: that, after reaching the high seas from Eurv- 
pean ports, the captain frequently selects some unprotected 


partly by threats, and partly by promises of marriage, accom- 


|| plishes her ruin, and retains her in his quarters for the rest 


| of the voyage, for the indulgence of his vicious passions and 


the purposes of prostitution: that the other officers of the 
ship, having no apprehension for the commission of a com- 


| mon breach of duty with him, often imitate the example of 


their superior, and when the poor friendless women, thus | 
| seduced, arrive at thj 
| upon shore and abandoned to their fate, without any rem- | 


port, they are thrust from the ship 


| edy for the past wrong which has been done upon them : 


that such occurrences as above described have become so 
frequent that your petitioners fee! it their duty to ask for le- 
gislative interposition to put an end to these flagrant offenses 
on the part of the officers of vessels ; and for that purpose, 
the acts being done on the high seas, out of the jurisdiction 
of the States, appeal to your honerable bodies, and respect- 
fully ask for such an amendment to the passenger laws as 


may prevent, by severe punisiment for the act, the recur- | 


rence of this increasing evil and wrong. 
And your petitioners will ever pray. 
G. C. Verplanck, Wilson G. Hunt, 
Andrew Carrigan, Cyrus Curtiss, 
E. D. Morgan, John P. Cumming, 
William Jellinghaver, Efijah F. Purdy. 
Samuel S. ei ) 
Mar oklyn . ae ' 

eel D viemenn.’ » Commissioners ex officio. 

Mayor New York, } 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported, as truly enrolled, an act (H. 
R. No. 3) making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States, 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1861; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


SAFETY OF EMIGRANT PASSENGERS—AGAIN. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I should say that 


| this memorial has the signatures of the first and 


most reliable men of the city and State of New | 


York. It is signed by the Mayors of New York 
and Brooklyn. The bill that has been prepared, 
and which I am instructed by the Committee on 


Commerce to report back, has been very care- | 


| fully considered. The subject was before the last 


i! 


Sceasion, that this bill is based upon these facts: | 


that in the course of the e from the con- | 
‘nent of Europe to this continent, female passen- 
gers are very frequently subjected to violation, b 

reason of the position of captains and other offi- 


Congress. A bill was brought before the House 
and another before the Senate; but on consulta- 
tion, the two bills were abandoned, and that which 
constitutes the present bill was accepted in their 
place. It therefore has the sanction of the com- 
mittee of the Senate and of the two committees of 
the House. Under these circumstances, | send 
the bill to the Clerk’s desk, and ask tv have it 
read and put upon its passage; and upon that I 
demand the previous question. . 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman from New York what is intended by 


the words, ‘‘ and for other purposes,’’or whether | 


the bill is confined to this one object? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. That is all. There 
is no other. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 


Mr. SHERMAN, (interrupting.) Has the | 


morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itse!f 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Let this bill be 


., disposed of first. 
Sers commanding on board of passenger ships. In | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I amafraid thatit may lead 














SR a a 


to debate; but Iam willing to give way, so that 
the previous question may be seconded. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We cannot have the pre- 
vious question until after the bill shall have been 
read. Ifthe gentleman from New York wants to 
keep his bill ina condition to let it come up in the 
morning, he can withdraw the previous question, 
and move to recommit the bill; and that motion, 
under the practice of the House, will bring it up. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [ think this isa 
subject of such importance that the House ma 
give at least five minutes to hearing the bill oak 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the bill is too long 
to attempt to pass it in this Way. If the gentle- 
man will move to recommit, it will come up in 
the morning; and we will have the morning hour 
in which to pass it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I propose, for the 
benefit of the House and of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that the bill be read and the 
| previous question seconded; and then, the morn- 
| ing hour having expired, it may go over until to- 

morrow. 
The bill was read. It enacts that every master, 
or other officer, seaman or other person, employed 


| on board of any ship or vessel in the United States, 
female from among his passengers, induces her to visit his | 


cabin, and when there, abusing his authority as commander, || 


| who shall, during the voyage of such ship or 
| vessel, under promise of marriage, or by threats 
| or the exercise of authority, or by solicitation or 
| the making of gifts or presents, seduce and have 
illicit connection with any female passenger, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on 
conviction, be punished by imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding twelve months, or by fine not 
exceeding $1,000: provided that the subsequent in- 
termarriage of the parties, seducing and seduced, 
may be pleaded in bar of a conviction. 

The second section enacts that neither officer, 
seaman, nor other person employed on board of 
a ship or vessel bringing emigrant passengers to 
' the United States, shall visit or frequent any part 

of such shipor vessel that is assigned to emigrant 
passengers,except by the direction or permission 
of the master or commander; and that every ofli- 
cer, seaman, or other person employed on Scie 
of such, who shall violate the provisions ofthis 
section, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall,on conviction thereof, forfeit to the said 
ship or vessel his wages for the voyage; and that 
any master or commander who directs or permits 
any Officer or seaman, or other person so em- 
ployed, to visit or frequent any part of said ship 
or vessel assigned to emigrant passengers, except 
for the purpose of doing po emer some ne- 
cessary act or duty as an officer, seaman, or per- 
son employed, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall, on conviction, be punished 
by a fine of fifty dollars for every occasion on 
which he shall so direct or permit the provisions 
of this section to be wislateds 
The third section makesit the duty of the master 
| or commander of every ship or vessel bringing 
emigrant passengers to the United States to post 
| a written or printed notice containing the provis- 
| ions of the second section of this act in a con- 
spicuous place on the forecastle, and in the several 
parts of said ship or vessel assigned to emigrant 


‘ 


|| passengers, and to keep the same so posted during 
|, the voyage; and on neglect so to do, he shall be 


deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on 
| conviction, be punished by fine notexceeding $500. 

The fourth section enacts that in case of the 

_ conviction of any person under the provisions of 

the first section, and of the imposition of a fine, the 

court sentencing the person so convicted may, in 

its discretion, by an order to be entered on its 

| minutes, direct the amount of the fine, when col- 
‘lected, to be paid for the use of the female seduced, 
or her child or children, if any. 

The fifth section enacts that no conviction shall 
be had under the provisions of this act, unless an 
indictment shall be found within one year after 
the commission of the offense. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [think the House 
is prepared to vote upon this bill now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let me suggest to the gentle- 
man from New York that | think twelve months’ 
imprisonment is probably not punishment ve 
and I think, also, that the period of twelve months, 
the statute of limitation established in that bill, is 
too short. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I must renew my motion. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Then I withdraw 


\ the demand for the previous question, and enter 
« 
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1 
motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on || 


Commerce 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move thatthe rules be sus- | 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 
I will state that it is my purpose to call up the In- || 


dian appropriation bill for the purpose of pass- 
ing it. 
EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. SPINNER. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me to offer resolutions which are of conse- 
quence to every one. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will hear them read. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, passed May 17, 1858, as relates to the 
compensation of the Doorkeeper of this House and his em- 
ployos is hereby rescinded, so far as the same conflicts witb | 
the joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress passed | 
20th July, 1854. 

Resoived, That so much of said resolution as limits the | 
number of pages to twelve be, and the same is hereby, re- 
pealed; and that the Doorkeeper be authorized from time | 
£0 time to employ, under the direction of the Committee of 
Accounts, not exceeding twenty pages, between the ages of 
ten and sixteen years, at a compensation of two dollars per 
day for each during the session of Congress ; and that the 
Committee of Accounts be authorized to allow pay to the 
pages acting during the pending of the election of Speaker 
of this House. | 
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resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and 
then the House resolved itself into the Committee 


, of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 


Wasneurne, of Illinois, in the chair.) 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr.SHERMAN. I move to take up House 
bill No. 216, making appropriations for nee 
treaty stipulations with the Ponca Indians, an 

with certain bands of Indians in the State of Oregon 


and Territory of Washington, for the year ending | 


, June 30, 1860. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I object to the resolutions. | 


Mr. SPINNER.” I desire to say to the House | 
that that there are a large number of persons here 
who cannot go home for want of their pay. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, let them stay. || 


Mr. RUFFIN. We got along well enough last | 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ASHMORE. I believe I am entitled to 


the floor. 


Mr. SHERMAN. This bill will take very little | 


time. - 

Mr. ASHMORE. Well, then, I will make no 
objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South 
Carolina will retain his right to the floor after this 
bill is disposed of. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Very well, sir. 

By unanimous consent, the first reading of the 


| bill was dispensed with, and the Clerk proceeded 


| to read the bill b 


session with twelve pages; better than we did || 


when we had more. 

Mr. SPINNER. You had twenty last year, | 
and it is those persons we wish to pay. 
DIFFICULTIES ON TILE FRONTIER. 

Mr. CURTIS. I again ask leave to offer the | 
resolution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from | 
Ohio consent? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
one else has. 

The resolution was then read, and by unani- 
mous consent agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if notincom- | 
patible with the public service, to transmit to this House | 
copies of any official correspondence which the Department 
has recently had with Governor Houston and others, con- 
cerning difficulties on the southwestern frontier; and also 
that be inforin the House what measures, if any, have been 
taken to protect our citizens and preserve the peace of the 
country; that he also inform the Jlouse whether orders 
have been issued authorizing our troops to enter any of the 
States of Mexico; and if so, that copies of such orders be 
transmitted to us, with all other important information re- | 
lating to the matter, in possession of the Department. | 


Mr. SHERMAN, 
NAVY-YARDS. 


I have no objection, if no 


clauses for amendment. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Do I understand that the 
bill is now being read by clauses for amendment? 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 


Mr. MAYNARD. No anndments will be in | 


order afger the present reading? 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment will be in 
order unless it is proposed before a section is 
passed from. 

Mr. MAYNARD, [ understood the Chair to 
request the gentleman from South Carolina to sus- 
pend his remarks until the bill was read. 
offer amendments to the bill, and debate it, the 
gentleman may be kept off the floor for hours. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from South | 


' Carolina has the floor upon the President’s mes- 


| ties with Indians, which were ratified in March || 


sage. This bill, I think, will pass without objec- 
tion. Itis simply to carry into effect existing trea- 


last, after the adjournment of Congress. The ap- 
propriations are required immediately. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Ohio whether the bill conforms to the 


_ estimates of the Department ? 


I renew my motion. I} 


Mr. MORSE. I would ask the gentleman from || 


Ohio to withdraw that motion fora moment, while | 
J can offer a resolution. 


Mr. SHERMAN. There will be no end to this || 


thing; but I will not be a standing objection. 
no one clse objects, I wili not. 


Mr. MORSE. I ask leave to offer the follow- | 


ing resolution: 


Resolwed, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested || 


| 
to trafismit to this Mouse the evidence taken by the board | 
of Navy officers for investigating the condition of navy- | 
yards, as well as the report based thereon, and which was | 
recently called for by resolution of this House. | 


Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. MORSE. Let me say to the gentleman 
who objects, that last fall the Secretary of the Navy 
appointed a board of Navy officers to visit the 
several navy-yards and look into their condition. 
They reported. We want to know whether this. 
House will come to the same conclusion ona bill 
for the correction of abuses as the board of Navy | 
officers did, and we want the evidence upon which 
they based their report. That is all. . 

Mr. WINSLOW. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs if a resolution 
has not already passed the House asking for this 
information? 

Mr. MORSE. | offered a resolution calling for | 
the report, but that resolution did not embrace the | 


evidence. 
The reso!ution was again read. 
Mr. WINSLOW. [ think that is all right. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
° 


If. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Precisely. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
upon what basis these several sums are reported ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They are based upon ex- 
isting treaties all of which I have in my hand, 
and which the gentleman can find by reference to 
his book of estimates 


Mr. MAYNARD. Are there noappropriations | 


interpolated into the bill excepting these? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are not. On the con- 
trary, the Committee of Ways and Means refused 
an appropriation of $10,000 on account of what 
they regarded as an erroneous construction of one 
of the treaties. I believe that is the only varia- 
tion in the bill from the estimates sent in by the 
Department. These are a>propriations for this 


|| fiseal year, and not for the next fiseal year; and 
| they are to carry into exccution treaty stipulations 
' with the Indian tribes ratified on the 9th March 


last. These appropriations would have been made 


at the last session of Congress; but the treaties 


were not, ratified until after the adjournment of 


| 
i 
evidence upon which that report of the Navy offi- | 
cers was based. This. resolution calls for that | 


the last session. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill until the 


| following paragraph was reached: 


For the erection at suitable points on the reservation of 
one saw mill, one flouring mill, a building suitable for a 
hospital, two school-houses, one blacksmith’s shop, one 
building for wagon and plow maker, and one dwelling for 
each, per fourth article treaty 9th June, 1855, $10,000. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend that par- 
agraph by inserting after the words “‘plow maker”’ 
the words, ‘‘one carpenter and joiner shop.’’ The 
words were accidentally left out of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. : 
site Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 

ill. 
Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I desire right here 


Mr. SHERMAN. | now insist on my motion '! to put myself in the position I desire to ocey 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House || 


If we | 





March ] 


this and the other appropriation bills that maybe 


presented for the action of this body. I am aware 
that at two o’clock, the-special order for the elec. 
tion of Printer will be taken up, and that I shajj 
have buta very brief space in which to say what 
I wish to. 
_ While it seems to be the fixed and inexorabj, 
| policy of a class of politicians, the adherents and 


preferred members of the Republican party anq 
| 
|| 


_a good many of the members of the Democratic 
|| party, to exclude the entire population of the 
i} southern section of this Union from the right they 
|| have, by all reason and common justice, to carry 
| their slave property with them into the Territories 
|| of, not the North or the South, but of the United 
| States, Territories acquired by our common blood 
and treasure—a fact which I am satisfied of by the 
clear indications of the times—I am determined 
| upon all these measures of appropriation, to make 
|| Opposition to their passage, until that false and 
| unfair policy has been abandoned. This Govern. 
|, ment has expended over seventeen million dollars 
| for territory, from every foot of which the South 
| and southern institutions will be excluded, if that 
py be persevered in. Here are treaty stipy- 
| lations for other property to be acquired, and | 
| shall insist that the question of our rights shall be 
| decided, and those rights admitted; and not only 
admitted, sir, but enforced. I will not vote to 
appropriate one more dollar until the rights of cit- 
izens of my section are recognized to carry with 
| them into the Territories of the United States 
1 their slave property. 
| Mr. ASHMORE. I am entitled to the floor, 
|; and I yielded to the chairman of the Committe 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





‘|| of Ways and Means, in order that this Indian 
appropriation bill might be taken up and put upon 
| its passage. J yielded, sir, for no such purpose 
‘| as a general debate on this bill; for if there is to 
|| be debate, then [ claim the floor, and shall pro- 
ceed to make the remarks I design submitting 
|| to the House, that my position may be under- 
|| stood. 

| Mr. SHERMAN. If there is to be no debate, 
|| I consider that I am bound to move that the com- 
| mittee rise. 1 make that motion. 

\| _ Mr. COBB. I will vote against this bill in all 
|| its stages. 

|| Mr. BRANCH. I hope that the gentleman 
i from Ohio will not insist on his motion that the 
| committee rise; but that he will move that this In- 
|| dian appropriation bill be laid aside, and that the 
|| Presiden.’s message be taken up, in order that 
| my friend from South Carolina [Mr. Asumore} 
|| may proceed with his remarks to-day, and at this 
|| time, as it is his desire to do. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The House has made it the 
special order that to-day, at two o’clock, it would 
| oo to vote for a Printer, and that order must 

e executed. After the House has voted once or 
twice, and the House has been satisfied that no 
'| election can take place to-day, I will then move 
i that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, in order 
| that the President’s message may be taken up and 
|| the general debate proceeded with. I hope that 
‘| now the committee will rise in order that we may 
|| go to the special order. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I hope not; for, sir, ifI am 
to have the floor, 1 would like to have it now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
| motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from South 

Carolina will have an opportunity to make his 
speech after we have voted for Printer. __ 

Mr. ASHMORE. If we go to the election of 

Printer, there must be a call of the House, and 
we cannot get a vote for Printer until late in the 


| 
| 
| 
| 











| } 





day. 

The question was taken;and Mr. Suermay’s 
motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union ge 
erally under consideration, and particularly a bil! 

H.R. No. 216) making appropriations for ful- 

lling treaty stipulagions with the Ponca Indians, 
and with certain bands of Indians in the State o! 
Oregon and Territory of Washington, for the yee" 
ending June 30, 1860;and had come to no resol 
tion thereon. _. eee eee 
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ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I eall for the regular order | 


of business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 


ness is the execution of the special order for the 
election of a Printer. | 
Mr. BRANCH. I move that there be a call of | 


the House. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 

“Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the special order be postponed until 
to-morrow atone o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us first have one vote. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I withdraw my motion for 
the present, , 

The roll was then called, and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Ashley, Beale, Brayton, Brown, Burch, Bur- 
rougs, Horace F. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, Cooper, 
Curry, H. Winter Davis, Delano, Duell, Fenton, Ferry, 
Fouke, Frank, Hardeman, Haskin, Hutchins, Keitt, Ken- 
von, Kunkel, Lamar, McClernand, Montgomery, Laban T. 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Palmer, Pettit, Potter, Pryor, 
Rust, Scranton, Spaulding, James A. Stewart, Stratton, 
Theaker, Wade, Webster, Whiteley, Wood, and Weod- 
eon. 

Pending the call, ; | 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Rhode Island, stated that 
his colleague, Mr. Brayton, had paired with Mr. | 

Mr. McCLernanp. 

Mr. NIXON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
SrratTon, had paired for to-day with Mr. Srovt. 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that he was paired with 
Mr. ASHLEY. 

Mr. REYNOLDS stated that Mr. Burcu was 
paired with Mr. Haskin. 
' Mr. WILSON stated that Mr. Burrovens was 
paired with Mr. Harpeman. 

Mr. ALLEY stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Decano, had paired with Mr. Fovxe. 

Mr. FLORENCE statea that Mr. Fenton was 
paired with his colleague, Mr. Macray, Mr. Fen- 
ton having been called home by the severe illness 
of his father. 

Mr. TOMPKINS stated that Mr. Ferry was 
paired with Mr. Cooper. 

Mr. KILGORE stated that Mr. Frank was 
paired with Mr. GaRNETT. 

_ Mr. MILES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Keirr, was paired with Mr. Duet. 

Mr. KILGORE stated that Mr. Reagan was | 
paired with Mr. Horace F. Crark. 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Lamar, was paired with Mr. Porter. 

Mr. JUNKIN stated that he was paired with 
his colleatue, Mr. MontGcomery. 

Mr. McKNIGHT stated that his colleague, | 
Mr. Woop, was paired with Mr. Moors, of | 
Kentucky. 

Mr. CASE stated that his colleague, Mr. Per- | 
TIT, was paired with Mr. QuaRes, until both are | 
returned to the city. 

Mr. WINSLOW stated that Mr. Rust was 
paired with Mr. Parmer; Mr. Pryor was paired 
with Mr. Scranton; and that Mr. Stewart, of 
Maryland, was paired with Mr. Wave. 

_Mr. BLAKE stated that his colleague, Mr. 


HEAKER, was confined to his room by illness, |, 


and that he was paired with Mr. Penpeton. 

Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, it is apparent | 
that gentlemen have absented themselves from the | 
Hall, under the impression that no vote would 
be taken for Printer to-day. I hope, therefore, 
that a motion will be entertained for the postpone- 
ment of the further consideration of the subject | 


until to-morrow at one o’clock. We can go into || 
committee, and hear the speech of the gentleman | 
[Cries of ** No!’ * No!” | 


from South Carolina. 
from the Republican benches. | 


Mr. FLORENCE. I trust that there will now | 


an effort made to elect a Printer. If we can- | 
not elect on the first vote, I then will be willing 
‘agree to a postponement of the subject until | 
to-morrow. 1 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I believe that 
this interruption of the public business ought to 
pul & stop to at the earliest moment practica- 
le. [think it is our duty to take a vote to-day | 
for Printer, vet 
; Mr. BRANCH. I will remind the gentleman | 
that hardly two thirds of the members of the | 
call oe ere Present. Further proceedings under the | 
i of the House have not been dispensed with. | 
ask that the absentees not paired he ealled. | 


THE CONGRESSION 


|| would be a vote to-day for Printer. 


|| Mr. BRANCH. 





The SPEAKER stated that no pairs had been 
stated for Messrs. Ctark B. Cocurane, Curry, 
Kuwket, Isaac N. Morris, Spavtpinc, Wes- 
sTeER, and WuHiTELey. 

Mr. BRANCH. There are five members of 
this side absent without pairs. The gentleman 
from South Carolina was entitled to the floor in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but he yielded it to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in order that the 
Indian appropriations might be taken up. Un- 
der the circumstances, therefore, I think this sub- 
ject of the election of a Printer ought to be post- 
poned until to-morrow, at one o’clock, and that 
we ought to resolve ourselves into the Committee 


AL GLOB 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, that the | 


gentleman from South Carolina may have an op- 
portunity to be heard. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. If we adjourn the question 
until to-morrow it may then be as it is now. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, all 
further proceedings under the call of the House 
will be dispensed with. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. BRANCH. I am confident that the gen- 
tlemen who are adsent did net know that there 
j l was not 

aware of ituntil recently myself. The belief was, 
| when we resolved ourselves into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, that we 
would remain there all day; and under that belief, 
I have no doubt, members are now absent. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [I left under that impres- 
sion, and am now in the Hall only by accident. 
‘Mr. BRANCH. I hope that my proposition 
for a postponement will be agreed to. 

Mr. KILGORE. I hope that motion will be 
withdrawn. Gentlemen may have got tired of 
having this matter hanging upon our hands, and 
intentionally absented themselves. 

1 am quite sure that such is 

not the fact, in reference to the members absent 

| from this side. I have no doubt they left under 

| the impression that the day would be consumed 

| in debate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. KILGORE. The hour of two, to which 
| this election was postponed, is now passed; and 
if gentlemen are not here, it is their own fault. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. We can send for absent 

members. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I presume it was not gen- 
erally known that the subject of the election of 
Printer was postponed until two o’clock to-day. 
I do not believe my colleague [Mr. Curry] was 
aware a vote was to be taken to-day. I did not 
know myself, until a few moments ago, that two 
o’clock was fixed as the hour when the vote was 
to be taken. Under the circumstances, I think 
that the further consideration of this subject ought 
to be postponed until to-morrow. I take it for 
| granted that the other side will hardly press a vote 
this evening. 

Mr. KILGORE. Members ought to have 
known that there was to be a vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is very true; and the 
gentleman from Indiana and myself ought toknow 


i; a thousand and one things which neither of us 


knows anything about. 

Mr. KILGORE. We ought to know what our 
duty is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman ought to 
know his duty; and if he does know it, he ought 
to be striped with many stripes, for he is con- 
stantly violating his duty. 

Mr. KILGORE. I do not violate it a hundredth 
— as much as the gentleman from Alabama does. 

perform my duty. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is living in 

open violation of the rights of his country, by 

| making encroachments upon another part of the 
country. 

Mr. KILGORE. 
laws of my country. 

Mr. Hovston made some reply, which was 


I commit no violation of the 


| entirely drowned by cries of ** Order !’’ ‘* Order!”’ 


Mr. BRANCH. Teall the yeas and nays upon 
my motion to postpone. 
Mr. ASHMORE. I would like to make a very 


|| brief statement, with the consent of the House. 


, On yesterday afternoon, | yielded my right to the 
| floor to the —— from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. 
| Grow,} with the distimet understanding that I 


E. 





should oceupy the floor to-day. Again, sir, this 
morning, at the instance of the gentleman frem 
Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of Waye 


_and Means, (Mr. Suerman,] I yielded my right 


to the floor to enable him to take up an appropri- 
ation bill forthe payment of money due to Indian 
tribes under treaty stipulations—some of which 
was due under treaty stipulations ratified by the 
Senate on the 9th of March last. 1 yielded it 
with the hope of expediting the public business 
of the country, and placing myself right upon 
the record before the country, but with the un- 
derstanding that I was to have the floor imme- 
diately after to deliver the few remarks lt desixed 
to submit tothe House. | supposed that the con- 
sideration of that bill would not consume more 
than ten or fifteen minutes. More than half an 
hour was consumed, and then I appealed to the 
gentleman to allow me to proceed. But by some 
| means, 1 do not know how, 1 was deprived of the 
floor. I would like to speak this morning, and 
if the House will do me the kindness to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and permit me to deliver my remarks, I 
shall be much gratified; but if they will not, I 
shall not attempt to speak to-day. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [I did apply to the gentle- 
| man from South Carolina, stating that I desired 


| to take up an appropriation bill and pass it; but 
| | told him at the same time—and he will bear 
| witness to the truth of my remark—that at two 

o’clock the special order, the election of Public 
| Printer, would come up, and that I would not 

urge more than one vote to-day, if no election was 

made; that then it would be three o’clock; that 
| after one vote, I had no doubt we would go into 
| committee, and he would have the floor to proceed 
| with his remarks. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I stated to the gentleman, 
in reply, that I had objection to it; but that I 

| would waive it all, and 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It was the 
| understanding that the gentleman from South 
Carolina should have the Seen and as some mém- 
bers on the other side are absent, and they are not 
ready to vote to-day, I suggest that, by unanimous 
consent, we go into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, and afterwards come 
into the House and proceed with the election. 

Mr. BRANCH If it can be the general un- 
derstanding that that course shall be pursued, I 
am willing to withdraw my call for the yeas and 
nays,and let my motion to postpone to one o’clock 
to-morrow pass. 

Mr. KILGORE. Do I understand, then, that 
gentlemen upon the other side of the House will 
forego all fillibustering, and go into an election 
an hour hence ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will say to gentlemen upon 
the other side of the House, that Mr. Curry, of 
Alabama, is not in the city, and I believe the gen- 

| tlemen from Delaware, Mr. WuitE-ey, is also 
absent from the city. They will not probably be 
here to take their seats to-day, and therefore I 
shall oppose any arrangement of the sort. If gen- 
tlemen on the other side,are determined to press 
a vote under the circumstances which exist, they 
| must take the responsibility. I make no agree- 
ment to go into an election in an hour. 
| Mr. BRANCH. Then I insist upon my call 
, for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. MORRIS, a | I would like 
| to ask if there is any objection upon the Demo- 
cratic side of the House to this proposition to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union for an hour, and then come out of com- 
mittee and vote for Printer? Iwishto know, so 
that we may be satisfied whether we are to have 
a vote to-day. 

Mr. BRANCH. In reply to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, I will sey that some five mem- 
bers of the House upon this side are absent, un- 
paired, and we cannot do justice to ourselves and 

| the country by consenting to go into a vote at any 
| hour to-day. We have no assurance that those 
gentlemen will be here. 

Mr. CLEMENS. It must be apparent to this 

_ side of the House that nothing can be accom- 
plished by pressinga vote to-day. It is now three 
| o’clock; the yeas and nays will consume half an 
| hour; a call of the House will consume another 
| half hour; then it will be four o’clock ; and by the 
fillibustering motions which will be resorted to 
| upon this side of the House, an election can be 


























to the other side of the Houge this consideration: 


whether they will not expedite public business | whether he is the actual leader of that side of the 
by yielding to the request of the gentleman from , House. 


South Carolina, [Mr. Asumore,} who certainly 


has not been wanting in courtesy to the chairman | 


of the Committee of Waysand Means, who is the 
acknowledged leader upon that side of the House? 
I suggest, as a matter of comity and good feel- 
ing, that nothing can be gained by pressing a vote 


Teas 


prevented, and will be prevented. Now, I submit | Mr. NIBLACK. 1 desire to know from my 





colleague whether he speaks by authority, and 





For the first few weeks of the session I | 


' was induced to think that my colleague was the | 


to-night. We can allow the gentleman from South | 
Carolina to occupy the floor; and, by general con- | 


sent, lam willing, so far as I am concerned, to 
dispose of this matter at a fixed hour to-morrow. 
Mr. KILGORE. Is this debate in order? 
The SPEAKER _Itis not. 
Mr. KILLINGER. Then I object to it. 
Mr. BURNETT. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered upon this mouon to postpone; and 
all of this discussion is out of order, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that || 


this whole discussion is out of order. Nothing is 


the yeas and nays have been ordered. 


The Clerk proceeded with the call of the roll; | 
| [Laughter.] 

Mr. BRANCH. With the consent of the House |! 
I will say that I have been assured that penape | 
an agreement may be effected by which the elec- || 


but was interrupted by 


- colleague bears to the party on the opposite |; be, or 


leader of the opposition ranks, and that what he 
spoke was spoken by authority; but some six 
weeks since a scene took place here which led me 
to believe that he was deposed from his leader- 
ship. We have not heard of him as a@leader since 
then; but to-day again he seems to loom up asa 
leader. Now,f wantto be informed what relation 


side of the House, so that we may know whether 
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| subserve the practical pmpeeme of life by moldin 
u 





measuresand policies, ponliving issuesan 
correct principles, to the necessities of the times and 
| of the age in which helives. I do not wish it to be 
| understood, however, that I am one of those who 

ignore correct theories. The one is as necessar 
to the other as the sun isto the day. I only mean 
to say that, leaving questions of philosophy, phi- 
| lanthropy,and theories, to others, mine is, and has 
| ever been, the sphere of practical duty. I have re. 
| gretted, sir, for many years past, that the all-ab- 
| sorbing and exciting subject of slavery could not 
te not been, excluded from discussion jy 
| the Halls of the Federal Congress. These regrets 





| that side of the House will be bound by his ar- || are now ofno avail. The question is upon us, and 
|| rangements. 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


tion may be postponed until to-morrow, at one | 


o’clock, with the understanding that, at that ime, 1] 
no dilatory motions shall be made further than a || 


call of the House, to see if members are present. 
if that can be done, and the House will give its 
consent, | will withdraw my demand for the yeas 
and nays, and let the vote go upon the motion to 
postpone to one o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I should have no objec- 
tion to that, but to-morrow is the first private bill 
day of the session, and we ought to go to work 
upon the Private Calendar immediately. 


t | leader in any place. 
in order but the motion to postpone; upon which || 


Mr. KILGORE. The gentleman from North 
Carolina and myself act as leaders on this par- 


| ticular occasion. I am very sorry to find thatmy 


colleague has become jealous. believe he has 
never had the honor of being recognized as a 
There is another remark 
which I desire to make here. It is, that since | 
quit leading on this side of the House, I am in- 
clined to think that it has been very badly led. 


Mr. NIBLACK. Notatall jealous; for I never 
aspired to lead here or anywhere else, and espe- 
cially here. I am only trying to take my col- 
—— ’s part, for I felt that he had been heretofore 
badly treated. : 

_ Mr. BRANCH. I say in response to the gen- 
| tleman from Indiana, that I have conferred with 
| a number of gentlemen on this side, of the House, 


| and it is the general consent thatif the election be || 


postponed till to-morrow at one o’clock, we will 


|| then go to the vote without any further delay than 5 ! 
| that which is necessary to have one single call of |; on all sides, have succeeded in exasperating parties 
|| the House. I hope that will be the understanding | and sections until there is no longer a particle of 
| on all sides of the House. 


If we || 


could elect upon a single ballot, 1 do not think I | 


should object. [ will not, however, object at this || 


time, as gentlemen around me seem desirous that 
some arrangement should be made. 


| 


have stated, I propose that the yeas and nays be | 
| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


dispensed with by unanimous consent. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object to the post- 


poned at ail, let it be gertpenes until next week. 
The SPEAKER. 
call. 
The Clerk then resumed the call of the yeas 
and nays. 
During the vote, 


with Mr. Pertir, on the question of the election 
of Printer. 


Mr. NIBLACK stated that he was paired off, || 
on the question of Printer only, with Mr. Asn- |: 


LEY. 

Mr. WILSON stated that Mr. Borce havin 
business to transact out of the House, he ha 
paired with him for the rest of the day. 


he Clerk will continue the || 


Mr. PENDLETON stated that his colleague, | 


Mr. Tueaker, was confined to his house by in- 
disposition, and, at the request of his friends, he 
(Mr.P.) had paired off with him for to-day on all 
questions connected with the election of Printer. 


Mr. KILGORE. | rise for the purpose of | 


moving to dispense with the reading of the roll, 
and to renew the proposition made by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, to agree upon a day 
for proceeding to an election. Gentlemen assure 
me—and I know the facility with which they do 


procrastinate a vote—that we shall not have an- | 


other vote on this question to-day; and I, for one, 
am now ready, and hope it may be assented to 


on this side, to agree to postpone the election of | 


Printer unti] to-morrow, at one o’clock, with the 


understanding that it is to be taken up at that | 


hour and disposed of. I do not want gentlemen 
on the other side to sit still while this proposition 
is being made, and to say to-morrow that they 


do not fee] themselves bound by it—that it was || 


a mere agreement between the gentleman from 
Nerth Carolina (Mr, Brancu] and myself, and 


one or two others. I want them to take notice || 


now that I shall hold them bound by their silence, 
unless they make objection. 

Mr. BRANCH. I hope the proposition will 
be assented to on this side of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I sincerely trust it will be, 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


: I trust sincerely that it 
will be. 


| bers on this side should strive to prevent a vote, 


‘ |, we will be strong enough to vote them down, and 
Mr. BRANCH. With the understanding I | 


to bring on the election to-morrow. 
Mr. KILGORE. Thatis satisfactory. 


ect | North Carolina withdraw his motion to postpone? 
ponement until to-morrow. If it is to be post- | 


Mr. BRANCH. The motion to postpone must 
stand in order to bring up the question to-morrow; 
but, by the unanimous consent of the House, [ 
_ will withdraw the call for the yeasand nays, and 
there will be no record of the vote. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


zt c é || yeas and nays wiil be withdrawn, the vote can- 
Mr. QUARLES stated that he was paired off | 


celed, and the election of Printer postponed, with 
the understanding that it will be taken up to- 
_ morrow at one o’clock. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act (S. 
No. 146) authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to issue registers to schooners Helen Blood 
and Sarah Bond, of Oswego, in the State of New 
York; when the Speaker signed the same, 


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 

_ agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 

House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- 
puRNE, of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the President’s annual mes- 
sage, and of the resolutions to refer the same; on 
which the gentleman from South Carolina {Mr. 
Asnmore] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Mr. Chairman, ithas neither 
| been my wish nor my purpose to engage in elabor- 
ate discussion. My experience has taught me that 
| it is not those who engage most frequently in dis- 
cussion, or who are most apt to indulge in philo- 
sophical or abstract principles, nice-spun theories, 
_and philanthropical sentimentalities, that are al- 
ways found most useful in deliberative assemblies. 
, Itis rather the practical man, who, with quick per- 

ception, ready ingenuity, and salient wit, seizes 
upon the strong points of a case, and makes them 


Mr. BRANCH. And if to-morrow any mem- | 


| is absorbing all others. e have got to grapple 
|| with it, and to reduce it to a practical and satis- 
factory settlement in the Union, or it is to prove the 
breaker upon which the ship of State will be shat- 
| tered into a thousand fragments. 

Can such a settlement of so momentous a ques- 
| tion be effected in the Union, and the rights and 
|| equalities of all the States be preserved under the 
| existing Constitution? I confess, Mr. Chairman, 
| that I have lived to reach that point, in the history 
| of our country, when I see but little hopes of that, 
|, The radical differences of opinion that exist be- 
|| tween the northern and southern people on this 
|| exciting subject have reached a point that has 
1 brought out and developed the angry passions of 
|| both sides to such an extent that each views the 
|| opinions and sentiments of the other as mere ex- 
|| aggerations, in which there is little sincerity and 
'| less honesty. . 
| Désigning politicians, hypocritical philanthro- 
| pists, contemptible demagogues, corrupt spoils- 


|| seekers, with their hosts of unscrupulous partisans, 





|| confidence or harmony between them. Asa south- 
| ern man, I have looked upon this growing distrust, 
this alienation, this antagonism of feeling and sen- 
|| tment, with the darkest forebodings for the future 
|| of this country. For years past I have indulged 
the hope that some combination of fortuitous cir- 
cumstances would arrest this condition of things. 
But, sir, 1 have been most sadly and serious! y dis- 
| appointed; and now, in view of the above facts, 
|| the pregnant question arises, whose fault is it? | 
|| must confess that my intellect is too obtuse to 
perceive that the people of the South have ever 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 





demanded, or do now demand, aught more than 
their constitutional rights on the subject of sla- 
very. I turn to the Constitution of my country, 
and I find in its preamble that it was created ‘to 
establish justice and secure domestic tranquillity.” 
| In section two, article one, of that instrument, 
| I find slavery recognized, and a representation 
| provided for on this very floer, by allowing five 
| slaves to be enumerated and counted, for the pur- 
| pose of representation, as equal to three white per- 
sons. 

In section nine, article one, I find the importa- 
tion of African slaves to be prohibited after the 
per 1808, thereby recognizing the right of the 

tates to import them up to that period of tme. 
On this subject T shall have more to say hereafter. 

But, stronger still, in the shape of a constitu- 
tional recognition of slavery, I find in section sec- 
ond, article four, the provision requiring the peo- 
| ple of one State to deliver up a fugitive slave, ‘‘on 
the claim of the party to whom such service or 
labor may be due,’’ to the citizen or citizens of 
_ another State. 

Mr. Chairman, I need not ask any one, here or 
elsewhere, who is at all familiar with the current 
of events during the last twenty-five years, but 
more particularly with those of the last ten years, 
whether any one of these provisions of the Con- 
stitution has been complied with and carried out 
_ in good faith by the people of the North? On the 
contrary, they have each and all been violated 
almost daily y the action of the States of the 
North, in their legislative bodies and in their con- 
ventions, and by the Po their primary meet 
ings, in their schools and colleges, in their pul pits, 

their mobs, until at last their violation of 
the rights of the South has culminated in an attack 
by a body of banditti on the people of a sovereig! 
State, and in the commission edie three highest 
crimes known to the laws of the land—the perpe- 
— <a insurrection, and — the 

t extraordinary attempt to subve 

institutions of the South and free the slaves of the 
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South was the ey result of the teaching of 


the people of the 
sonable man can for one moment doubt. 

The different elements of opposition wo slavery 
throughout the entire North have at last assumed 


orth, I think no sane or rea- | 


| 
| 
| 


a distinctive political organization, and that or- 


vanization, With the seductive title of ** Republic- 
aa,’? is, at this moment, shaping the policy that 
is to undermine, sap, and destroy, unless resisted , 
the very foundations of our social polity, of the 
rights of the South in the Territories, and finally, 
as it has been openly avowed, force the States 
themselves owning slaves to the necessity of 
emancipating them. , ; 

Whilst the ‘irrepressible conflict ’’ is threat- 
ened upon the one hand, the sapping.and mining 


process is proceeding gradually on the other. 1 | 


ask members upon the other side of the FRmuse if 
they really expect, can they really be laboring 


| horde of free negroes upon him, who, he well 
| knows, without the guardianship of a master, are 


| slaves, totally unfit for self-government, were 


under the delusion, the ignis fatuus belief, that the || 


people of the South will tamely acquiesce in such 
apolicy ? 

oo ° : ° 

Sir, | desire to indulge in no threat or menace. 
Too much of that has already been done, in my 
judgment, on both sides of this House. 
‘would take occasion to warn gentlemen, if they 


really do not wish to sce this mighty Confederacy | 


of States rent asunder, as with a bolt of Heaven’s 
lightning, to pause and consider; and if they have 
it yet in their power to arrest the mad onslaught 
made upon the rightsand institutions of the South, 
to do so, and that, too, speedily. 

1 know, sir, that iach has been said of dis- 
union, and that threats of it have been met with 
derision and scorn; and I am not surprised that 


certain disunionists in the South should excite | 


that feeling as readily in the bosoms of northern 


men, as disunionists of the Garrison school at the | 


North excite the same feeling in southern men. 


jut gantlemen are mistaken if they suppose that | 


these are the true types, reflectors, or representa- 
tives of southern feeling. ‘Those who say least are 
far the most potent and dangerous adversaries; 


and so it will be found whenever the day of trial | 


and of struggle comes. The bonds of the Union 


But [ |) 


| will not shrink from it. These men, with souls 
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and, more important still, the rifle, grasps it yet || will not, La prehend, unite with either the North 


the more firmly in his hand when he is told that it || 
is the object of the North to turn loose a hungry 


too lazy to work, but not too proud to steal. But 
more than all, he knows that the honor of his wife 
and daughter would hardly be safe an hour if these 


turned loose upon his community. 
Thus it is, sir, that all classes, slaveholders and 


non-slaveholders, are ready to meet this issue if || 
| you force itupon them. They will meet it in any 
| and every form in which it may be presented. | 


They do not seek it, they do not desire it, but they 


as independent as the bird that cleaves the air of 
heaven, as free as the wild deer that grazes amid | 
theirown beautiful valleys and mountains, when 
exited to action under a sense of wrong and ag- 
gression, will rouse them as the lion from his lair | 
or the fierce tiger from the jungle. I warn you 


ance, 

This, Mr. Chairman, brings me to the threat of 
coercion, which has so recently and flippantly been 
uttered in the debates in this House, as well as else- | 


| of self-preservation, take care o 


or the South, but will, acting upon the principle 
itself. Where, 
then, are the eighteen million you boast of? Will 
you not, when the day of conflict arrives, be left 
with a population less than that of the South? 
But, sir, whenever you tender the alternative of 
arms, it will beaccepted. When your spears rattle 
upon our shields and upon our helmets, you will 
not find us recreants and cowards. The moment 
the gage of battle is thrown down we will take it 


| up, and meet you in the open field, on foot or on 


horse, with spear, sword, or dagger, with rifle, 
musket, or cannon. 

The South, sir, can sustain more men in the 
field, battling for her rights, than the North. Of 
our population of over twelve million, more than 
four million slave laborers are sufficient to afford 


| us support for that entire population, and enable 
| us to keep in the field an army of five hundred 


? . 
thousand men. Those four million slave labor- 


|| ers will not only afford support for all, but they 
again not to provoke such men into active resist- |! 


will, in addition, give us a surplus marketable 
produce of staple commodities which will yield a 


| net annua! revenue — to $40,000,000; and in 


| case our commerce is blocked up by the closing of 


where in this city. Weare lovers of the Constitu- || 


| tion which our fathers bequeathed to us. We pre- 


fer its perpetuation. We donot threaten dr menace 


| you; we have not disturbed your rights; and you 


| pursued our course undeterred and undaunted un- 


have been more weakened within the last twelve || 


months by the enunciation of the “ irrepressible- 
conflict’? doctrine, the emissaries sent south, and 
detected and punished, the John Brown invasion 
of Virginia, and the indorsement of the Helper 
book, than by all the other events mm the history 


of the agitation of this subject within my mem- | 


ory. I wish to deal in perfect frankness with 
members on the other side of this House, and to 


must not threaten us with coercion, nor shall you 
disturb our rights. We have been abused at home 
for our Constitution-loving principles, yet we have | 


der the attacks miade upon us from every quarter. | 
We are willing, sir, still to sustain that Constitu- 
tion, if itcan be maintained in its integrity, but we 
will never submit to have it explained away by 
our enemies. We have heard the cry of ‘the 
Union!”’ “the Union!”’ **the Union!” and if it be 
kept up while the aggressions upon our rights do 
not cease, then we will answer you with the slogan 
of **the South !”’ **the South!”’ “the South!’ For 
myself, sir, and for the people I represent, I am 
free to say that we are devoted to the Constitution 
and the Union as our fathers gave them to us, and 
that the Union without the Constitution has no 
charms for them or for me. 

Gentlemen, go on with your aggressions and 


| your insults; herald forth from all parties of the 


inform them that these events have roused in the || 


people I represent a spirit they will find it hard 
to allay, if they proceed one step further in their 
ageressions, 


habits, quiet in their deportment, raised to habits | 
of toil and industry, and who daily labor by the | 
side of the slaves whom they have raised, and | 
whom they treat more as companions—as they | 


are—than as the miserable, down-trodden, servile 
creatures te fruitful imaginations have depicted 
them. The religious community of my country 
are no longer silent spectators of your aggressive 
movements. The schools and colleges of my land 
have excluded and are daily excluding your books 


of learning—as they should do—from our educa- | 
Our merchants have ceased, | 


uonal institutions. 
many ef them, to visit your large northern marts 
to supply our home market with the products of 
northern labor. The sentiment is coextensive with 
the South that we will first secure commercial inde- 
pendence; and whenever we accomplish that, we 
feel well assured that political independence will 
beeasily obtained. Our artisans, too, with all their 
talent and genius, move forward in their line to 


\| is not so, nor can it be so, withthe North. 


we the wants.of the South. We are no longer 
wi c 


ing to be cotton-growers and sugar-planters 
alone, that, through your northern channels of 
commerce, furnish almost the entire revenue of the 
country. Why should we be compelled to sup- 
Ply ourselves with the products of your looms 
and anvils, when we have the most abundant re- 


‘ary is a concentrated effort on the part of our | 


people to bring into action the appliances at our 
command necessary to supply us with all that we 
can consume, 
But, sir, my time will not permit me to dwell 
onser upon this part of the subj 
he a farmer or mountaineer, who has been 
accustomed to the use of the ax, the hoe, the plow: 


ect, and I forbear. | 


hey are a people domestic in their |, 


| in her hands the destiny of this Republic. 


North your sympathy with that insurrectionist, 
traitor, murderer, John Brown; indorse other 


‘| conflict? 


our *ports—if the North can have marine force 
enough to do that—they wiil bear a tax annually 
during four or five years, of half that sum, Ay, 
sir, in an emergency, they would bear a taxation 
equal to thatentireamount, Will the millions whe 


‘| will be thrown out of employment at the North, 


because of a cessation of intercourse, commercial 
and political, between the sections, rush to the 
Will the strikers for higher wages wage 
war against their best friends and customers? 
Look at the scenes now being enacted in the man- 


| ufacturing towns and villages of the North! Is 


| there anything favorable for you there? 


Wil 
those men, at the beck of politicians, march South 
to butcher those who furnish them the means of 


| their subsistence! If they would go into the con- 


books like that of Helper, a convicted thief by his |, 


own confession, and whose book is a lie in sta- 
tistics and sentiment as he has stated them; in- 
dulge in menace of coercion, and all the powers of 
earth cannot keep this Union much lohan ta- 
gether. 

Now, sir, let me call your attention and the 
attention of the House for a moment to the vain- 
glorious boast, that the North has eighteen million 
men to subdue eight million in the South, Thisis 
utterly false in fact, for the North has no such num- 
ber as eighteen million, and the South, instead of | 
eight, hastwelve million. ‘The Pacific slope has a 
voice in this matter, and so has the great North- 
west, (with the exception, perhaps, of certain dis- 
tricts that have been poisoned by the upas tree of 
Abolitionsm,) and which, at this moment, holds 
Even, 
however, if you had eighteen million, as has been 
proudly claimed forthe North, the South will ever 
stand united upon the first blow to coerce her. It 


You 


| will first have to overcome a strong body of our 


allies in your midst; men true to the Constitution, 
the Union, and every noble impulse of patriotism. 
Think you they will be idle spectators of your in- 


| justice? Thegreat Northwest willnot go with you. 
| Its people, sir, are more identified with the people 


of the South than they are with the people of the 
North. The magnificent rivers that flow through 


| their limits and through our own limits, join us 


| in bands of unity stronger than *‘ hooks of steel,”’ 
Sources at our own command, and all thatis neces- | 


and which cannot be broken at the mere bidding 
of the North. With a population of from eight 
to ten million, and which, in a few years, will 


, reach fifteen or twenty million, they will come into 
| this Hall, wielding irresistible controlling influ- 


ence and power. The Pacific slope, with nearly 
one million inhabitants already, and resources 


flict, where are you to obtain your revenue to 
support a war? Have you four million laborers 
who will tamely submit to the tax that we can in 
the South lay upon our slave laborers with perfect 
impunity, in order to meet the exigencies of the 
times? You have not. Your free labor, as you 
call it—but which is infact the sleve of capital— 
will not bear it. The South exports annually 
about two hundred million of her products, and 
her imports for the last fiscal year were less than 
eighteen million; while, on the contrary, that of 
the North was $241,000,600. Suppose your im- 
ports were to remain the same: where are you to 
find a market for their sale if the North and 
South are separated from each other by an im- 
passable barrier, and their people stand confront- 
ing each other in battle array, with armed thou- 
sands in the field? 

I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that the people of the 
North are worse than mad to agitate the question 
of slavery. It must result in their calamity, and 
the disruption of the political ties that bind us to- 
gether as one nation. And, sir, when the sun 
does set upon this Confederacy dismembered, the 


' clock of time will be put back in reference to the 


progress of free and enlightened government more 
than two hundred years. You will have a con- 
federacy in the North; we will have one in the 
South. Another will spring up, 2gis-like, in the 


| preat Northwest, who will be our allies; and still 


| quake? 


another in those bright, golden regions of the far- 
off Pacific, the most mighty and potent of them 
all. 

If this be not so, then we may look at the pres- 
ent condition of our neighbors, the miserably dis- 
tracted Mexico, for an illustration of our own sad 
and ruihed future. 

I repeat the question, then, whose fault is it? 
Have we got ** peace and domestic tranquillity” 
within our borders? You will not say so. Is not 
the entire public mind rocked to afid fro as the 
earth quivers under the mighty shock of the earth- 
Have we got, in quiet and undisturbed 
possession, our representation «pon this floor in 
right of our slave property? You do not intend 


| to let it remain so one moment longer than you 
have the power to remove it. 


Your cry of our attempt to reopen the African 


| slave trade is all dema ogism. There are not five 


| thousand men in my 


tate who are in favor of it. 


abundantly sufficient for the employment and sus- || I do not believe there are three thousand legiti- 
/ tenance of more than twonty times that number, || mate and legal voters within the borders of South 
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Carolina this day in favor of anyon the Afri- 
can slave trade; and had L time, I would, at some | 
length, discuss this question and relate its his- | 


tory. I have, however, before me the resolutions || 
on this subject offered in the Legislature of South || 


Carolina in 1857, when the subject was firstmooted | 
under the recommendation of his excellency Gov- | 
ernor Adams; and those resolutions, sustaining | 
the negative position, were, by consent of all | 
parties, laid upon the table, where they sleep the 
sleep of death, and where they will never know 


a waking. True, a few individuals within the || 


borders of my State have been concerned ina vio- | 
lation of the aes: upon this subject. That, how- | 
ever, is not a reflection of the tone and sentiment | 
of South Carolina, but more particularly of my | 
own constituents; and I announce it here, that, | 


out of fourteen thousand votes in my congres- | 


sional district, | have never heard of but two men | 
who are advocates of the measure. 
I have but one other fact to refer to, to show | 
the sentiment of South Carolina, and I will then | 
dismiss this theme. In the early part of last 
November I was in the city of Charleston, whena | 
meeting came off at Mount Pleasant, on Had- | 
dreli’s Point, across the bay and in sight of that | 
city. Though it had been paraded in the neWs- | 
papers of the State that the meeting was to take | 
place, and that distinguished gentlemen had been 


1 had it from the lips of a gentleman who ad- | 
dressed the meeting that day, and who was one | 
of the prime movers of the measure in the South | 


Carolina Legislature, that at the meeting, within || 


sight of a city of-fifty or sixty thousand inhabit- | 
ants, and only six miles distant from its wharves, | 
and within twenty minutes sail, the party in favor 
of reopening the African slave trade could gather 
together at Haddrell’s Point only one hundred and | 
seventy-five men. I haveit also from the lips of 
those present, that a portion of that body was op- | 
posed to, and would oppose with all the means in 
their power, the reopening of the African slave 
trade. 

A gentleman from Illinois, whom I do not now 


see in hisseat, [Mr. Fannswortn,}] some weeks | 


since, asked the members from South Carolina a | 

uestion upon that peint, and after having secured | 
the answers of two or three of my colleagues, he | 
refused to yicld the floor further, though I made | 
two or three ineffectual efforts to get the floor to | 
state these facts. Therefore, I give him my opinion 
now; and I a it, that not five eel men 


posit their votes in favor of reopening the African 
slave trade. We regard it, in point of economy, | 
as one of the greatest dangers that could analy 
befall the institution of slavery. But I have not | 
time to discuss this matter further. 
I proceed and ask, gentlemen, if you render up | 
our fugitive slaves when they escape from us? 
You dare not say you do. Have you kept in good | 
faith a solitary compromise we have made with | 
ou? Youhavenot. If we complain, you scoff. | 
f we threaten consequences, you retort by threats | 
of coercion. 
And now, gentlemen, let me tell you once for | 
all, you are rousing the quiet and conservative 
men of the South into a determined spirit of re- | 
sistance. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cor- | 


win] told this side of the House some wees ago || 


about the character of the men who prayed and 
fought, and I retort it upon him, and tell him that 
this is the class of men in my section most to be | 
feared; that they are well nigh that point; that, in 
view of the cOmstant agitation and assaults made 
upon them and their institutions, they are led to 
say, *‘ Let us settle this question at once, and, 
if need be, draw the sword and throw away the 
seabbard.’’ I repeat, sir, that I, for one, desire 
not to see this struggle come. I know the people 
of the South are brave. I believe the people of 
the North to be equally so. The American citi- 
zen is alike brave, wherever you find him, amidst 
the eternal snows of the polar regions, along the | 
more temperate zones, and within the circle of | 
the tropics, amidst the evergreens of thatdelightful 
chime. Lam one of these who do not believe that | 
this Union will ever be dissolved, but by a clash | 
of arms preceding or immediately following it. | 
If the sentiment of sympathy we see daily ex- | 
invasion of Virginia; if the sentiments contained | 
in the Hclpab. Leck; if the: peagenmane marleed | 


pressed with the fate of John Brown, after his | 
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| eradle. But Virginia needed it not. She ras | 


| United States, for the four years succeeding the 
|, 4th of March, 1861; and I, for one, accept it, and 
in South Carolina could be found who would de- || m P C 

| Sains ourselves under the standard of the | of the House the fact that I distinctly disavowed 
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T : 7 : | . 
| out by Sewarp and his satelites; if the numer- | man. In his canvass for the seat in Congress he occupies 
| ous Republican and Abolition meetings, of which | be ee a eee. oe Sevngon State-rights 
| I see an account in the newspaper press, bea fair || -rights : , n, We would 

index of public opinion at he) a || suppose, would not only refuse to rally under a banner in. 


the North, then I an-  seribed with squatter sovereignty, free-soil, and interna} 

nounce it here, as my deliberate opinion, that | improvements by the Federal Government, but do ali jie 

| nineteen out of every twenty of my constituents |, —_ ae aoe genmat very Selous, a shor: 

are in favor of disunion, without one hour’s un- | oe » When one of its 
| 


7 ; members was harshly assailed by a public press. The honor 
necessary delay; and if you continue to pursue || of the South and of South Carolina, we would suppose 


this course of insult and aggression, I, though I | might appear to be somewhat involved in elevating a may, 


i stituti ion-loving to the Speakership, flagrantly representing principles }yoc. 
claim to be a constitutional, SmnnSerens Hane ‘| tile to ber constivurtona rights and tanevents, ond ~ heen 
will return to my constituents and sound the principles. Yet, for some reason or other, he seems to glory 
alarm, and with my own hands kindle the beacon- | in a banner which has inscribed upon it: ‘ Exclusion of the 
| fires from hill-sideand mountain-top that will rally ,| South from our Territories by squatter sovereignty; no 

them to the defense of their rights. My voice |; more slave States; and the plunder of the Federal Treasury 


: . a . for internal improvements.’ He says that if‘ stricken down,’ 
shall not be silent; but, like Roderick Dhu, with it will ‘cover’ him. It was stricken down, and we think jt 


| ** flaming dagger and blazing torch,’’ my cry shall |, will cover him, politically, as effectually as six feet of earth, 
be, ‘to arms! to arms! to arms!”’ | Can’t Mr. Asumore be persuaded to come into the Charles. 
it was the hope of the South, but a few short | jonconvaption,and binge Democratic bannet wit in 
weeks ago, that Virginia would take the lead in || cury, February 4. 
some measure or measures that would adjust all || ° . 
the difficulties existing between the sections on | _Acknowledgingnoallegiance to, oraffinity with, 
this momentous and all-important subject. From | the sentiments that contro] that paper, I yet deem 
present indications I see no prospect of her rec- | it due to those whom I represent to put myself 
| ommending or inaugurating any new policy; and, | righton the record inregard thereto. Having no 
as well as I can understand her position, sheten- | disposition, Mr. Chairman, to engage in a news- 
ders once more to the people of the North the | paper controversy whilst in the discharge of my 
issue at the ballot-box. I, as one of the Repre- public duties here, I shall, nevertheless, proceed 
sentatives of the South, accept that issue,andmy | to show the gross injustice that has been done, 


|| people will accept it. We are neither the custo- | not only to me, but to my honorable and distin- 


invited to attend and participate in the proceedings, || 


dian of Virginia’s rights nor the guardian of Vir- guished friend from Illinois. The paper which | 
gifia’s honor. Right well has the Old Dominion | allude to has also indulged in a sneer at the whole 
taken care of both. True to her ancient renown, | people of my congressional district. In answer 
she has meted out to the invaders of her soil the | to it, I have only to say that I am proud of the 
_ just reward and punishment due their crimesand | distinction they have conferred upon me, and that 
conduct. The calm dignity of her position now _ they are the equals, in every respect, of any con- 
'claims the admiration of our southern States. || stituency in my State or elsewhere. I risk nothing, 


| My sympathies are and have been with her in | sir, in saying that the people whom I have the 
all the trying scenes through which she has re- | honor to represent will not suffer by comparison, 
cently passed; and had the feeble support of this | citheron thescore of intelligence, or patriotism, or 
right arm been required in her behalf, it should | in their fidelity to the Constitution fairly admin- 
have been rendered as readily as ever it was ex- | istered, with any other constituency throughout 
tended to lift one of my own offspring from its | the lengthand breadth of thisland. They are true 
1 and loyal sons of the South, of the institutions of 

given one of the best practical illustrations of the || the South, and of the Constitution of the country, 
sovereignty of the States and genuine State-rights || They are the sole judges of the qualifications and 
doctrines that has yet been presented to the pee- || conduct of their Representative, and to them an 
ple of this Confederacy since the foundation of || account of my stewardship shall be rendered, re- 
the Government. || spectfully. I know their verdict before it is made 
As I have already said, Virginia has once more ‘| up. It will be bold, fearless, and true. The as- 
tendered the issue, as I understand her, at the | saults upon me and upon my vote for Mr. Me- 
ballot-box on the election of a President of these | CLERNAND wee gratuitous, uncalled-for, and un- 
| provoked; and I shall now proceed to vindicate 
that vote. I would, however, preface what I have 
people will accept it. || to say on that point, by calling to the recollection 


great Democratic party of the South, we will || and repudiated all squatter-sovereignty doctrines 
make one more effort to bear into the presidential | and sympathies when I cast that vote. The 
chair a fair exponent of the Constitution in the || first gentleman who was nominated and voted 
| person of the man, whoever he may be, whom the ] for here, as the Democratic candidate for the 
| delegates in convention from the South and from || Speakership, [Mr. Bococx,] having withdrawn 
| the true Democracy of the North shall present to | himself from the contest, and Mr. Mixxson hav- 
‘us. I shall stand by Virginia and the great States | ing been substituted in his place, I voted, with 
_ of the South in support of the nominee they may || every Representative of the South, not only for 
| offer me; and if we go down in the struggle, I will | those gentlemen, but I voted also with the Rep- 
| again unite with them in such action and policy || resentatives from the South for Mr. Boreven, of 
‘as the exigencies of our situation and the neces- || the same State, who was an old-line Whig. I 
sities of our position may demand. || voted then for Mr. Scort, of California; for Mr. 

And now, sir, I have a word or two to say on the | Maynarp, of Tennessee, who was another old- 
subject of a vote which I cast here sometime since || line Whig; for Mr. Hamitron, of Texas, a former 
_ for the distinguished gentleman from Illigois [Mr. || Know Nothing; but who, having repudiated that 
| McCerwanp] as Speaker of this House, which | ty, has locked his shield with that of the gallant 
/ vote has been characterized by a journal in my 1 mocracy of the Union; for Mr. Smirn, of North 


| own State as an ‘anti-slavery, Douglas, squatter | Carolina, and for others. Thro izhout the contest 


sovereignty vote,’’ and for which I have been set || I cast my vote in compan with all the Democracy 
aside, by the ipse dixit of said paper, “forever in | of the South. In voting for these gentlemen I did 
the State of South Carolina.’’ I will read one or || not commit myself to any of the doctrines of 
two brief extracts from that paper: | Whiggery or Know Nothingism. After the failure 
“Mr. ASuMore AND Tue Democratic Banner.—When || tO elect Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina, there was 
the vote was about to be taken on the election of Speaker || a_caucus of Democrats called and held in this 
in the House of Rageceentaanren, Mr. yoy! perenne J || Hall the night before the gentleman from Illinois 
the Democratic candidate, the account of the proceedings, | : S neabs ‘ ER- 
published yesterday in our columns, states as follows : , | was placed in nomination. When Mr. a mel 
“<Mr. Asumore, of South Carolina, made an earnest || NAND shame was first presented, it was withdraw 
appeal to the Democrats from all sections, to rally to the || by his colleague, [Mr. Rosiwson,]} who distinctly 
Democratic flag. If they be stricken down, that banner || announced that r. McCLernanp would not 
suffer his name to come in conflict with that of 


any other Democrat on this floor. Mr. McCien- 








will cover them.’ | 
| The Democratic banner on this occasion was borne by a 

tree-soil-squatter-sovereignty-internal-improvement Dem- | ’ , 

oerat, (ifsuch a man can be called a Democrat atall.) Those | Nanp had never failed to vote with the ine 
| were the principles emblazoned on its folds. We know | ‘“ southern-rights”’ Democracy, and with al the 
| very little of Mr. Asumore’s political principles. He comes | State-rights men of the Sou e in every ballot 





from the old Whig Federal district of the State—represented ‘ 
fuel by aon Thompson, as a Whig, and which sent | for every Democrat presented. A committee of 
three was appointed that night—there being 0 


| Colonel Orr to C nning in favor of General Tay- 
lor’s election to the Presidency, against Mr. Perry, running || nomination—to confer with the friends of Mr. 
McC.ernanp, and see whether he could not be 


| as the Democratic mone oy in favor de. ne ass. We 
have alwa nderstood wever. was a State- 
Pout ‘ < ft elected; and he was proposed next day by Mr. 


rights, anti-tariff, anti-internal improvement, anti-free-soil 
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REAGAN, the chairman of that committee. When | CLERNAND only the other day introducing a res- | “ Such was the Image of that frightful moral prodigy, the 


: . = +s . . bankrupt law, with its foul and double features of volua- 
1. 5 s > ras a= | avor ¥ » Is 3 ; ’ 
Mr. McCLERNAND was prix sented, he was oe olution in favor of i ees 5 the Island of Cuba | tary and involuntary bankruptey, which mocked at the faith 


| 
orted by the entire Democratic party, except 1 as slave territory; and I understood from him that || of contracts, and afforded a sanctuary for near fitty thou- 
four gentlemen from Alabama and my five col- | if that rich island can be secured to the United || sand debtors against the demands of their honest creditors ; 
rt 5 ‘ « . . . | - aan Soee , whic i " 
i.asucs, Who do not claim to be within the organ- || States, either by purchase, or by conquest, or in || the enormity of w = h ae ae upon its authors the 
yeas 9 3 © wnat | scessifV “pealil » > na . 
ization of that party. 1 any other manner, he would be willing to vote for || BCeSHY of repealing t—of committing @ sort of political 


. ; ‘ ; : gir : ; | infanticide. 
The course of action of Mr. McCuiernanp on || ‘its incorporation into the Union as a State with | “ ©The other shape, 


this oor had commanded the confidence and re- || its existing institution. I will notattemptto read || If shape it might be called that shape had none, 
epect of every member of the party, from the || his record on the questions invegard to which he || es ee, Sand 
ope ning of the session down to that tine. He || is churged as being unsound by the paper that I a “® = What seemed his head . 
had steadily supported by his vote all the candi- |} have alluded to; but I will, with the permission || The likeness of a kingly crown had on.’ 


“This, sir, was the likeness of distribution, with its 
shadowy and conditional operation to dispense the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the Staies, when the 
revenue from imports, taxed a certain maximum rate of du- 
ties, should prove sufficient to support the Government.” 


I might add much more, Mr. Chairman, on this 
part of the gentleman’s orthodoxy as a Demo- 
crat, but forbear, and proceed to read what he said 
on the subject of the tariff. He says: 


‘The oppressive and unjust tariff of 1842, enacted by a 
Federal Congress, was in full operation when Mr. Polk 
came to the Presidency; and, like all other enactments 


from Pennsylvania {Mr. Hickman] introduced || remarks. = te 
his plurality resolution, and delivered his very || [I find, inaspeech of his delivered in this House, 
ofiensive speech, indulging in threats against the || in the Committee of the Whole on the President’s 
South and taunting the Democracy of the coun- || message, January 10, 1848, after speaking of the 
try, Mr. McCLernanv immediately obtained the || ‘ critical and portentous times’’ that surrounded 
floor, and, by one of the most scathing rebukes || ‘*the cherished principles of Democracy,’ and 
| have ever listened to, placed that gentleman in || the administration of Mr. Polk, he came boldly to 
his true position, ahd read him out of the ranks || its defense, and thus expressed himself: 
of the Democratic party, as he should have done. i “The mandamus and distribution acts still blotted the 
{ will quote what he said, on that occasion: |} statute-book ; the question of the policy and power of this || ¢ a 
“Mr. McCuerxanp. Mr. Clerk, I had not intended to | Government to engage in schemes of internal improvement || founded in the interests of favored classes, was strong tn its 


' 
| 
| 
in this debate leulesi¢ nis thne d remained to be settled; the black tariff to be replaced by a || very principle of exclusion. Five hundred thousand man- 
take any part in this debate, particularly at this time, and || revenue tariff; the constitutjonal Treasury to be restored; || ufacturers, with all their influence of capital, business, and 
especially upon these small points of order. But, sir, the | 
| 
| 
| 


| 
' 
| 
paved : 
dates put In nomination. When the gentleman | of the House, ineorporate it in my published | 


: || and the graduation principle, if possible, ingrafted upon the || association, sustained it with the unity of a common inter- 
very extraordinary speech which has been made by the | present land system: in short, a thorough work of reform || est, and the activity of one will. Clad in purple, and tin- 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hickman] leaves me || and restoration challenged our best efforts.” || seled with gold, they contended for the retention of a profit 
no other alternative than to respond to him. His insolence | || of fifty, one hundred, and one hundred and fifty per cent. 
is unbearable. He has assumed a sort of censorship, not | per annum upon eapital, against more than four million 
only over the Republican side of the Housey but also over 


To this reformation Mr. McCLernanp gave his 


i [ i best efforts; and after a brief history of the course || agricuiturists, artisans, and navigators, whose only ob- 
the Democratic side of the House, and particularly over the || ‘ 


iuct of Democrats from the free Stat By what au- | pursued by President Jackson in vetoing various || ject was to obtain a fair reward for labor. The contest was 
conduct of Deme : P states. y wie a - al iii anf saya: || for a longtime doubtful. Once tawdry wealth overcame 
thority has he done so? fs he one of us? Is he one of the internal improvement schemes, he further says: a 

| 

! 

| 





_— ; honest toil; but justice and the democracy of numbers 
Democratic members of this House? I know that he pre- | finally triumplied, and the * black tariff of 1842 was replaced 
tends to be, but that pretension is unfounded in point of-|| internal improvements by this Government, and such has by the tariff of 1846. Happy, glorious result! the emanci 
fact. He speaks of the south side of the House, and, by || been Mr. Polk’s course [vetoing them] upon that subject. || pg ’ 


; ; : - : : ’ “ “LOU J | pation of labor from the hands of capital; a second decla- 
implication, of the north side of the House. Which side |} Who now shall reproach him for broaching a new and un- || ration of independence! ‘The grand and instructive event 
does the gentleman belong to? Probably, he would claim || tried theory? Who now shall condemn him for exercising, || should ever stand as alight and a guide for the future. What- 


to belong to both sides. He usually sits on this side when || according to the dictates of his conscience, an unquestion- |! ever, sir, may be the policy of other nations, that of the Uni- 
he wishes to play into the hands @f the Republicans; but || able constitutional power—for vetoing one or two bills, the || t.} States consists preéminently in free trade. Experience 
when he wishes to hurl his poisoned missiles in open hos- {| titles of which professed what was falsified by their enact- || not only bears testimony to this great truth, but God biim- 
tility at the Democratic side he takes amore respectful dis- || ments ; which united, in grotesque and corrupt conjunc- || self has stamped it with an omnipotent hand in the ever 
tance—he goes over to the north side of the House among || tion, Great Wood Holt, Little Sodus Bay, Hog Island || lasting features of the country—in its vast extent, its di- 
his backers and sympathizers. channel, and the like nomenclature, with the mighty Mis- || versities of soil and climate, its superior adaptation to the 

“Sir, the gentleman is not a Democrat. He is arecreant || sissippi and great lakes ; which would have taken from the || production of breadstuffs and cotton, the great staples for 
from that party; he is a traitos to the Democratic party. \| Treasury, in time of war, perhaps millions of money,and |) feeding and clothing mankind, whieh, in our hands, must 


Such, Mr. Chairman ts a brief outline of the history of 





{Applause from the Democratic side of the House, and the || thereby lessened the ability of the Government to feed and || eventually secure us the control of the commerce and ex 
galleries.] We repudiate him; we disown him.”’ clothe our armies, and maintain their success in the field ; changes of the world.” 
: " vs . - . * = ¥ ; which would have created a national debt pro tanto, and In the measures of the repeal of the “ black ts 

* Sir, the gentleman says that the northern Demoeracy || thercby, perhaps, a national bank ; thus leading ultimately || ...°,, MOREUTES a epee oh ee Sere 
are controlled by their southern friends on thi®side of || to the corruption and consolidation of our system ot Gov- || iff,”? and the support of ** free-trade”’ principles, 
= os in oan eames eae they are their || ernment, and consequently to despotism? 1 too, sir, voted || I find the distinguished member [Mr. McCuien- 
iegemen, bound to do their bidding. The imputation is || against these bills, for which I have also been abused ; but ne j j 
; DoUNG to ¢ e Ss || age : 8, : ave also | abu: NAND] standing by the side and in support-o 
false, |“ Good !”’ “ Good 1”? from several MemBeERs ;] andit || with no other effect than to contirm me in a fearless and J | K 'p tks is administration: " 7 . 
could only have emanated from a man who feels that he is || faithful discharge of my duty. I also voted against a cer- ames K.. Folk and his administration; and voting 
controlled by others, and from a man who is the slave and in- || tain resolu ia declaratory of the power of Congress over || With Mr. Calhoun and all the great statesmen of 
ak ps {Applause from the Democratic benches |) the subject of internal improvements, which was adopted || the South to sustain intact the principles of the 
and in the ies. 2 ae a few , "ote. ; ee : . “ : 2 “ 

(in the galleries.) 1 repeat, as a northern man, I repu- |) here a few days ago. [I voted against that resolution for || Constitution. By way of summing up and clos- 

ing his speech on the policy of Mr. Polk’s ad- 


i} 
| | 
i| 
{ : ‘ 
t | ministration, he [Mr. McCiernanp] says: 
U p The F = > ° ’ % : thie ne . ’ » r : . 
epmeeancen — the North or the aes we are || was read at the Clerk’s desk, which was ordered by the “ Yes, sir; all this, and more, has been achieved under 
3 le sane Common party; standing upon || combined vote of the Federal side of the House, thu8 cut- the auspiges of Mr. Potk’s administration ; upon which we 
the same platform of principles, and devoting our energies | ting off all debate, consideration—— , 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


diate the imputation. pthc, / || many reasons; and, among others, because I thought it | 
“The gentleman’s discrimination between northern || was thrust upon the House out of time and propriety; be- 
Democrats and southern Democrats is equally offensive and || cause the previous question was asked upon it before it 


and efforts : : S gis : his friends, tender you, his opponents, the issues offered by 
hd efforts to the same common purposes—the conservation “Mr. Bropueap. And amendment; and to bring the || great principles. Will you ineet these issues? We chal- 
of the integrity of the Constitution, and the welfare and || Democratic party into trouble. lenge you to meet them. If you are still for a national bank, 
se of the people.” * ° e * ree a restrictive tariff, distribution, schemes of internal im- 
ened eee ba foley of ™ — -— ~~ | provement, et alia enorma of Federalism ; if you would still 
it Gaal joke ana a or _ yap cpm es wut sir, pursue a policy which must unavoidably make the rich 
a pao i = elay which nee taken place here that richer and the poor poorer; which must dangerously 
elect a Re ert Je ‘ wae it is the failure Z his purpose to strengthen this Government at the expense of the States 
ae = pe aker. If we have een tardy, the and the people, say so. Do not skulk behind a military 
Sve dave Py ; cen in a hurry. It was only pepe. ear ee | chieftain, or seek to shield yourselves by a temporary ex- 
pit after this session commenced, that the gentleman | citement or prejudice ; which, when passed away, must 
itroduced his proposition to elect by a plurality vote. At 


““Mr. McCLernanp. Yes,sir; andamendment. [ voted 
| against it, because it appeared to be artfully drawn up, so 
| as to afford a constitutional sanction to profligate bilis al- 
| ready vetoed, @ which may hereafter deserve to be vetoed ; 
| and because, too, I thought [ discovered a covert blow in 
| it, aimed at the President, as was proved to be true by the 
| declaration made immediately upon the passage of the res- 
| olution, that ‘a bill would be founded upon it which would 
be passed over the President’s head.’ ” 


Such is the gentleman’s record in regard to the 
| question of internal improvements —a_ record 
| which places him by the side of Andrew Jackson 
| and James K. Polk. 

| In the same speech, in reference to the distri- 
| bution between the States of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, after alluding to the vete 
i 

} 

' 





as : c leave you sunk still deeperin the mire of your polluted sins. 
the same time Mr. SHERMAN had received the highest vote Yes, sir; under Mr. Poik’s administration ie column to 
Democracy has been completed. Based upon truth, crowned 
with victery, inscribed with ‘equal rights,’ ‘free trade,’ 
‘cheap lands,’ ‘constitutional Treasury,’ ‘hard money,’ 
and the ‘ouward march of liberty,’ it will ever stand an 
| imperishable monument of the fame of its architect and the 
glory of the Republic.” 


I now proceed, Mr. Chairman, to quote a few 
passages from the speech of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, [Mr. McCernanp,] delivered in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the 10th June, 1848, touch- 
ing the Wilmot proviso. After referring to that 
gentleman, and the pernicious and mischievous 
character of the proviso, he says: 


** Nor does the gentleman (Mr. Wilmot] deserve any great 
| credit for the originality of this expedient; for it isa part of 
the tradition of this proviso that it was the pestiferous off- 
1 
| 


lor Speaker; and before that time, if I mistake not, the | 
gentleman had voted for Mr. SueRMan. Was it not, there- | 
woe object of this plurality rule toelect Mr. Suernman? | 
Vas it not the object of the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
. elect him? And was not that his distinct object while 
| 
| 
| 


- = professed to be a Democrat, and sat upan this side 
ae House? Did not every man here at that time know 
meant his object? That it was to betray the Democracy 
ene hands of the Republicans, and thereby elect Mr. 
tion wAN) OF, in default of that, to secure his own elec- 


of General Jackson, which defeated the measure, 
and rendered it inoperative antil 1841, when it 
wasexhumed from the grave by a *‘ Federal Con- 
gress,’’ Mr. McCiernanp says: 


“ Tradition tells us that distribution, and that other short- 
lived and execrable shape, the bankrupt law, came forth as 
twin and dependent offspring of the same adulterous pa- 
rentage. They came forth as the formidable shapes that 


ti 





two Pon that point, sir, let me address to the House one or | 
Rare utiderations. I have voted persistently against Mr. | 
ae from the commencement of the session. I have | 
pe — because I condemn the dogmas professed by him<| 
a 1 publican, and because I am opposed to the agitation || 

‘ch has been provoked by the publican party, and | 


Which at this time, [ regre j aif 
bitity of our free leseitetione. "TRANG voted eatinst rel || sprang from the brain of Lucifer to guard the gates of Hell : 


} 
Cause he is an indorser ¢ | ** The one seemed woman to the waist, and fair; 
he has not had the content aitates eres. But ended foul in many a scaly fold, jecting or preparing it, placed it in the hands of one of their 
ments of that book. I have voted agairist him for all these i Voluminous and vast! A serpent armed number, who became agent as well as conspirator, and 


spring of a cabal of political malcontents who, after pro- 


reasans: ver oi c q , ing. 3 t her middle ‘ | ad iti » se of Revresematives. > andes ani 
ton, thay oat he is far less objectionable, in my estima- ] po a ene aed | move ditin the House of Representatives. Other men might 

; e member fro , E ; Ac - 3, as é 
hands on the Dasecreds benbnen abae seaman ane utios With wide cerberean mouths, full loud, and rung | and needlessly endanger the peace of the country. Jefferson 
in the galleries.) He never can get my oo ” A hideous peal; yet, when they list, would creep, had said there was one question, above all oiber-, which 
I come t . If aught disturbed their noise, into her womb, I migit, threaten danger to the Union—that was slavery— 
© to one point further, and I find Mr. Mc- And kennel there.’ ‘ which, when once stirred, would excite the same alarnis 
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have done the same long before, but they would not rashly 











we 


.means. There is nothing rash ta the councils of the Al- 


962 


~~ —- 





ing the same opinion, forbore, religiously forbore, to agitate | 
it—to Gre this magazine of discord and danger. [1 was re 
peieen: the gentieman from Pennsylvania to disregard all 
these admonitions and considerations, and to signalize his 
notoriety by an act emulated, if not equaled, by that of the 
incendiary of the Ephesian temple.” 7 


Again, he says of Mr. Wilmot: 


and commotions as the sound of a fire-bel) in the night-time I Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Missouri, Ar- 
in a populous city; and prudent, patriotic men, entertain- i| k 


| lant States. 


“ He has roused sectional jealousies, and provoked sec- || 


tional recriminations; he has opposed the motive of tnter- 
est and the instinct of self-preservation to the charities of 
religion and the sentiment of liberty ; he has converted peace 
and concord into strife and hatred.” 

And again, he [Mr. McC.Lernanp] says: 

* 1 proclaim it, sir, that ¢his proviso is a falsehood and a 
fraud, and that it deserves to be scouted and scoffed by every 
orderly and discreet citizen. Yet itis the author of this pro 
viso who sets himself as an expounder of the Constitution, 
the enemy of slavery, the chainpion of humanity, a polit- 
ical censor, and a moral reformer. Yes, sir, itis he who 
insolently assumes to impeach the fidelity of northern mem- 
bers to their constituents; and to denounce a common set- | 
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ansas, Tennessee, and Kentucky. I, sir, shall 
never consider myself in bad wong so longas | 


I am associated in any cause, political, social, or || 


moral, with the distinguished gentlemen who oc- 
cupy seats upon this floor, and in -the other end 
of the Capitol, as the representatives of those gal- 


.1 must be permitted here to sa 


tions of nearly every one of the members, besides | 


| many of the Senators, of those noble States, for | 


having done so. Of the votes of my colleagues I 
have not one word to say, but to express the hope 


and the belief that they were actuafed by the same || 


high, honorable, and patriotic purposes that gov- 
erned my own, I thought then that they were | 


| mistaken in the policy they adopted; and I think 


tlement of all the questions concerning our Territories as || 


‘acrowning act of treachery to northern interests and north- | 
ern rights,’ which * would strike a chill upomthe hearts of | 
the freemen of this land.’ Yes, sir, it is he who, while his 
reckicss agitations are sundering the very bands that bind 
these States together in concord and unity, cries out treason | 
against others, forgetting altogether his own demerits, and | 
unmindful that the bolt which he has forged for others may, 
ay, will, recoil upon his own devoted head.” 


Such, sir, is the public record of Joun A. Me- 


| a united voice; and it has been as grateful to my 


'| from southern ultraists or northern Abolitionists. 


CLeRNAND on the question of State rights, man- |, 


damus acts, distribution acts, the black tariff of | 
1842, the Wilmot proviso, Hickman’s treason to 
the Democratic party, and the acquisition of Cuba. | 
If he entertains the doctrine of ‘* squatter sover- 
eignty,’’ | have never yet seen it on the record; 


nor have I heard one syllable from Mr. McCer- || 


NAND Which could lead me to believe that he does 4 
so. He regards it, as I am informed, asa strictly 

and purely judicial question, and will abide by the | 
adjudication of it by the constitutional authorities 

of the country. If he does, however, entertain | 
views different from mine on that subject, I repu- | 
diate them now, as I repudiated them then. I | 


' 


commit myself to no measures or policy of thegen- || 


tleman, no matter what their character may now | 
be, or have ever been. | 
I might go on, sir, and show the orthodoxy of 


| 
| 


the Democracy of the gentleman from Illinois by |) 


more copious extracts from his record, but it is | 


Such is the man for whom I voted to preside 
over this House, and to erganize the committees 
who are to shape its legislation for two years, 
His record is, in my judgment, as good as Semmes 
K. Polk’s, and far better than Mr. Buchanan’s 
on the tariff question—the next most important to 
the interests of the South, after the question of 
slavery. Ney, I think his record is better on that 
point, too, than that of the distinguished and pa- 
triotic gentleman who is at the head of the Gov- 
ernment. 

For the purpose of placing the views of Mr. 
Buchanan in juxtaposition with those of Mr. Mc- | 
Crernanp, I will read a few remarks made by | 
Mr. Buchanan in the Senate of the United States | 
on the 8th of June, 1844: 


| 
unnecessary. 1] 


| fore I get through. 


so now. I am responsible to my constituents alone 
for my vote, and to them I will render a full and 
satisfactory account; and I know that they will 
sustain me. Thepress has already done so, with 


feelings as it has been generous and magnanimous 
in it. I fear not the shafts of disappointed ambi- 
tion, or maddened fanaticism, whether they come 


One word more, sir, and I have done. My ap- 


pointment to the chairmanship of a committee— | 


a mere nominal position, it is true, but still a dis- | 
tinction—hasalso been severely criticised. The po- 
sition was conferred upon Me without any agency | 
of mine, directly or indirectly, and was received | 
by me with as much surprise, and perhaps more, | 
than by any other person. I little expected it, | 
after the active opposition I had shown to the elec- | 
tion of the Speaker; and I am little known by those | 
who suppose me capable, for one moment, of seek- 
ing any favor from those in authority. 
Mr.SHERMAN. My impression is, that a | 
gentleman of the minority is usually chairman of | 
the Committee on Mileage. Mr. Banks, in the | 
Thirty-Fourth Congress, named Mr. Snead, of | 
Tennessee, as the chairman; and Mr. Brooks, of | 
South Carolina, was on the committee. 


Mr. BOULIGNY. Will the gentleman from 


South Carolina allow me to ask the gentleman | 


from Ohio a question? 

Mr. ASHMORE. Notatthismoment. I will 
give the gentleman the opportunity he desires be- 
My appointment as chairman 


_of the committee was not only unsought, but un- 


} 


desired, 


| had the right to place me on a committee where 


i} 


| ever his inclination or judgement dictated, and it | 


will be my pleasure to discharge the duties of the 


| position with whatever of ability I possess, and 


|| present position. 


* Atter mature reflection, [ now believe that the acqui- || 


sition of Texas will be the means of limiting, not enlarging, 
the dominion of slavery. In the government of the world, 
Providence generally produces great changes by gradual 


inighty. May not, then, the acquisition of Texas be the 
means of drawing the slaves far to the South, to a climate 
more congenial to their nature; and may they not finally 
pass off into Mexico, and there mingle with a race where 
no prejudice exists against their color?” + * e ° 


| posed conference of southern States. 


“Texas will open an outlet, and slavery itself may thus i] 


finally pass the Del Norte, and be lost in Mexico.”’ 


McC.ernanp; und yet the paper to which I have 


I trust, with becoming modesty and dignity. 


| 

| 

to wear the honors, if there be any attached to it, || 
A single sentence, Mr. Chairman, as to my | 


I stand by the great State- 
rightss Democracy of the South—and every vote 


I have cast here has been with that party—repu- || 


diating alli factions and opposing all cliques. I 
stand by and indorse the position of the Governor 


of my State in his recent letter to the Governor | 
_of Maryland in explanation of the action of the | 


South Carolina Legislature in regard®to the pro- 
I stand by 
the unanimous action of the Legislature of my 
State, who recommended that conference; and my 


greatest regret i# that it has been defeated, or, in | 


my judgment, will prove an abortion, in conse- 
quence of the ultraism of a small minority in the 


|, South. 
No such sentiment was ever heard from Mr. | 


I will now yield to my friend from Louisiana 


| for a moment, to ask a question of the gentleman 


alluded was swift in its advocacy of the election || from Ohio. 


of Mr. Buchanan after his nominatien for the 
Presidency, and has been one of his most clam- | 
orous supporters. ; 

One word more, sir, as to the motives of my 


Mr. BOULIGNY, I wish to ask a question of 
the distinguished gentleman from Ohio, the cham- 
nion, [ understand, of the Speaker of this House. 

le has referred to precedents, in giving the rea- 


vote. It was given in good faith, with the earnest | son why my friend from South Carolina was ap- 


desire of defeating the R 


with no ulterior aren of President-makin 
anything else. 


g, or 


my peer or equal to do so, I should answer him 
with a monosyllable. Sir, that vote was cast with 
the entire Democratic party of the South, except 
four—exclusive of my colleagues, who, I repeat, 
de not claim to be within its organization—and, 
stands on the record with those of Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, 


tepublican candidate, and | — chairman of the Committee on Mileage. 


Vhat is the reason that precedent was not fol- 


. No peer of mine here shall ar- | lowed in other instances? Why is it that Louis- 
raign my motives, or call them in question. Were || iana is deprived of a member of the Committee on | 
I wish to ask him that question, as | 


Commerce ? 


| he seems to be well posted. The Louisiana del- 
| egation has always had one member on the Com- 


mittee on Commerce. 
Mr SHERMAN 
about it. 
Mr. ASHMORE 


I do not know anything 


It was my intention, Mr. 


! Chairman, to reply briefly and pointedly 


a 


that I have, | 
since that vote was cast, received the congratula- || 








a 


to some 
remarks made by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr 


Epcerron,] who addressed the committee yes. 
terday afternoon,-but I am too nearly exhausted 
now, and have not time to reply to those remarks 
with that precision and accugacy that I desire :, 
do. On some future occasion I shall respond ty, 
what he said in reference to a few remarks tha: 
fell from my lips at an early period of the gps. 
sion, in regard to the hanging of violators of the 
laws of my State. 5 

Mr. VAN WYCK obtained the floor, by 
_ yielded it to 

Mr. DUNN, who moved that the committe. 
do now rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that, by general cop. 
sent, the Indian appropriation bill, which we had 
under consideration to-day, will be reported to the 
House, so that the previous question can be or. 
dered on it. 

‘Fhere was no objection. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dvxy’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Ketxoge, of 

Illinois, having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
tempore, Mr. Wasusurye, of Illinois, reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the Union generally under con. 
sideration, and particularly the annual message 
of the President of the United States, and the res. 
olutions relating thereto, and had come to no res- 
olution thereon; also, that the committee had had 
under consideration a bill (H. R. No. 216) making 
| appropriations for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with the Ponca Indians, and with certain bands 
of Indians in the State of Oregon and Territory 
of Washington, for the year ending June 30, 186), 
and had instructed him to report the same to the 
House, with an amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

‘Mr. SHERMAN. I demand the previous ques- 





| tion on the bill just reported from the Committee 


of the Whoie on the state of the Union. 
The previous — was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
WILLIAM GEIGER. 


Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, by unanimous con- 





|| sent, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
|, a bill (C. C, No. 96) for the relief of William Gei- 
| 


ger; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 


| 
| 

But the presiding officer of this House | the ace#mpanying report, ordered to be printed. 
| 


W. B. SWARMSTETT. 


Mr. DUNN. I ask the unanimous consent 
_of the House that the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals be discharged from the further consider- 
| ation of the petition of W.B. Swarmstett, and that 
|| it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
There was no objection, and it was ordered 
| accordingly. 
|| Awd then, on motion of Mr. BRANCH, (at 
| quarter past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


pales 


IN SENATE. 





| 
i Fripay, March 2, 1860. 


| 

| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurvey. 

|| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| 


| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
|| ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary 0! 
|| State, in answer to a resolution of the Senate o 
|| the 28th ultimo, requesting information with 
gard to the present condition of the work o 
|| "marking the boundary pursuant to the first article 
|| of the treaty between the United States and Grest 
| Britain of the 15th of June, 1846; which was, 00 
motion of Mr. Mason, ordered to lie on the table, 
| and be printed. ; 
| He aiso laid before the Senate a report of the 
| Secretary of State, in answer to the resolution 0! 
the Senate of the 25th of February last, requests 
the Secretary of State to communicate all the cor- 
respondence and papers in the State Department 
'P relating to the claim of John Reeve, ship-buildet, 
‘| a citizen of the United States, against the Sul? 
|| or Government of Turkey; which was, on motion 
\| of Mr. Mason, referred to the Committee on For: 
eign Relations. i 
He also laid before the Senate a message {70 
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1860. 
th President of the United States, transmitting a 
-ongrt from the Secretary of War communicating, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
sho [st of February, the information called for in 
chat resolution, relative to the payments, agree- 
ments, arrangements, &c., in connection with the 
heating and ventilating of the Capitol and Post 
Office extensions; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee 4 
motion of Mr. Davis to print the report was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate & report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, submitting additional 
estimates of appropriations for the Indian service 
in Oregon and Washington for the current and 
ensuing fiscal years; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. e 


Mr. GWIN presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of California, in favor of appropria- 
tions for the following mail routes, &c., in the 
northern portion of that State: weekly mail from 
Cloverdale, Sonoma county, to Eureka, in Hum- 
boldt county; a daily mail from Eureka to Union- 
town, Humboldt county; a weekly mail from 
Uniontown, Humboldt county, to Orleans Bar, 
Klamath county, via Hooper Valley; a weekly 
mail from Eureka to Mattole Valley, via Bear 


——_—_-—_o—— 


Mr. IVERSON presented the petition of the | 


| surviving children of Ann Jackson, praying for 


the arrears of pension due their mother; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of the surviving 
children of Elizabeth Rowan, praying for the 


| arrears of pension due their mother; which was 


on Public Buildings and Grounds; and a || 


river and Cape Mendocino; a weekly mail from || 


Uniontown to Crescent City, via Trinidad and 


Gold Bluffs, Klamath county; a weekly mail from | 


Crescent City to Happy Camp, Del Norte county, 
via Sailor’s Diggins and Indian Creek; a weekly 
mail from Weaverville, Trinity county, to the 
forks of Salmon river, Klamath county, via Rattle- 


snake, Grizzly Gulch, and Buelville, Klamath | 


county; an appropriation for a fog-gun and light- 
house on Punta de los Reyes; an appropriation 
for a first-class light on Cape Mendocino, which 
is the most western 
appropriation for a breakwater at Crescent City, 
De! Nortecounty,and Trinidad, Klamath county ; 
an appropriation to place buoys in Humboldt 
bay and bar, and for movable beacon ranges b 

which tocross the bar; in favor pf creating aed: 
lection district, to be composed of the counties of 
Del Norte, Klamath, and Humboldt; and an ap- 
propriation for the purpose of blowing up Blos- 


som Rock, in the harbor of San Francisco; which | 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a joint resolution ofthe Le- 
gislature of California, requesting its Represent- 
atives and instructing its Senators to use their 
niluence to have All future contracts for the trans- 
mission of the ocean mails made with such parties, 
and over such routes, as will secure the greatest 
dispatch in the transmission of the mails to and 
from that State; which was referred to the Com- 


oint in the United States; an | 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of M. C. Gritzner, praying 
compensation for damages sustained by the non-fulfillment 
of acontract made by the Commissioner of Patents with 


him, for the execution of the descriptions and illustrations | 


of patents, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Captain John B. Mont- 
gomery, of the United States Navy, praying to be released 
from his liability for an unpaid balance of public money 
intrusted to him fer recruiting purposes, and lost by the 
failure of the bank in which it was deposited, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


to whom was referred the petition of J. W. Dyer, 
A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer, praying that an 
amount of tonnage duties exacted from the ship 
Corinthian may be refunded, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 237) for the relief 
of J. W. Dyer, A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer. 
The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing; and the report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the 
memorial of L. W. Boggs, praying an appropri- 
ation for his salary as alcalde and judge of the 
first instance under the military government of 
California, asked to be discharged from its fur- 


ther consideration, and that it be referred to the | 


Court of Claims; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Horace E. Dimick, 


praying remuneration for improvements made by | 


him in artillery, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of 
McFarland & Downey, praying that the amount 
due them for rent of their house in Los Angeles, 


| California, occupied by the United States court, 


from the 27th of October, 1854, to the 5th of Au- 
gust, 1856, under contracts with the United States 
marshal of that district, be paid, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 241) for the 
relief of McFarland & Downey. The bill was 


,| read, and passed to a second reading; and the 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and | 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of Au- 
gustus Steele, praying payment of an amount due 
him for salary and expenses, while inspector of 
customs at Tampa Bay, Florida; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Joseph B. Walker, praying to be indemnified for 


money lost in its transmission by mail; which | 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. CAMERON presented six petitions of | 
manufacturers, coal operators, merchants, farm- | 
¢rs, mechanics, miners, and laborers, of Schuyl- | 
Ivania, praying such a modi- | 
fication of the tariff as will afford protection to the 
industrial and productive interests of the country, | 


kill county, Penns 


the abolition of, or a change in, the warehouse 


system, and the substitution of specific for ad | 


talorem duties; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. HAUN presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of é 


Sacramento, on 


rive by sea or overland at the former city; which 
Was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
= Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN presented the petition of J. 

endebert, 
we States consul at Lyons, in France, uring the 
on he held that office; which was referred to the 

ommittee on Foreign Relations. 

| 


praying to be allowed salary as Uni- | 


| pensate the clerks, asked to be discharged from | 


soenenneiies 





| 


|| shals of the 
alifornia, in favor of the estab- | 
‘shment of a Sunday mail from San Francisco to 
occasions when the mail shall ar- 


report was ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred a paper in favor of a law to extend 
the jurisdiction of the district courts of the United 
States in the State of North Carolina, and to com- 


its further consideration; which was agreed to. 
He also, from. the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of George G. Barnard, 
assignee of Hon. David C. Broderick, deceased, 
praying th® enactment of a law authorizing the 
ayment to him of the amount due said Broder- 
ick for salary and mileage at the time of his death, 


| submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 


to be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (S. No. 179) for the con- | 


struction of a court-house in A “pereoian: in the | 


State of Florida, reported it without amendment, 
and adversely. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (S. No. 54) to increase the 
salaries of the judges of the United States for the 
easter® and western districts of Texas, and to reg- 
ulate the compensation of the attorneys and mar- 
nited States for said districts, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration, 
belieying this to be an eaeaepeante time for sueh 
action; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 172) concerning the 
courts of the United States in the district of Ar- 
kansas, reported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 153) relating to mar- 
riages in the District of Columbia, reported it 
without amendment, and adversely. 
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Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 42) for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Mark Elisha, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same commitice, to whom 
were referred the papers relating to the claim of 
B. E. Edwards to land in New Mexico, submit- 
ted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 240) 
to confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards to a 
certain tract of land in the Territory of New Mex- 
ico. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee 


on 


| Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 


Samuel V. Niles, praying compensation for ser- 
vices performed as a temporary clerk in the Gen- 
eral Land Office, and the bill (S. No. 94) for the 
relief of Samuel V. Niles, reported the bill with- 
out amendment; and submitted a report, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMMQND, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven, praying addi- 
tional compensation during the time he was in 
command of the expedition to make an explora- 
tion and verification of the surveys made fora 
ship canal near the Isthmus of Darien, to connect 
the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific, by the 
Atrato and Truando rivers, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 244) for the relief 
of T. A. M. Craven. The bill was read, and 


passed to a second reading; and the report was 


ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 243) to amend an act entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for executing the public printing, and estab- 
lishing the prices thereof, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved August 26, 1852; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Printing, 


' and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
228) for the relief of M. C. Gritzner; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


CHARLES PEARSON, 


Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 239) 
for the relief of the legal representative of Charles 
Pearson, deceased; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senate will give me their 
attention for two minutes, I shall ask them to put 
this bill on its passage; and I think they will do 
it. It isa bill to refund $140 to the legal repre- 
sentatives of an insane man, who died in the in- 
sane asylum at Concord,in March, last year. In 
his insanity he paid what money he had to the 
treasurer at Boston, under the idea that he had 
great inventions that he was making. The Com- 
missioner of Patents became satisfied that he was 
insane, and was willing to refund the money, but 
had no power to do so. A petition was sent to 
Congress, which was referred to the Committce 
on Patents and the Patent Office, last year, and 
they unanimously reported in favor of refunding 
the money; and the bill passed the Senate unani- 
mously. The estate is poor, and the settlement 
of it is delayed simply by the refusal to pass this 
bill. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill, which directs the ee to the lega! rep- 
resentative of Charles Pearson, late of Concord, 
New Hampshire, deceased, of $140, being the 
amount of money paid into the United States Pat- 


| ent Office by him whilst he was laboring under a 


state of insanity. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

THOMAS BROWN. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I am instructed by the Com- 


| mittee on Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
| tion of Thomas Brown, of Florida, to report a bill 


for his relief. Itis to pay him for services as sec- 
retary and clerk of the Territorial Legislature of 
Florida. The old gentleman is about eighty years 
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of age. 
about fifteen years ago. He is now lame and in 
bad health. I beg the Senate to take it up and 
‘pass it. 


for the relief of Thomas Brown, of Florida, was 
read twice,and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It dirgets the Secretary of the Treasury 
to cause to be paid to Thomas Brown, of Florida, 
$297, being the balance due him for services as 


that Legislature in 1845. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. IVERSON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Claims, in reference to the Private Cal- 
endar, 1o move the Senate that we proceed first 
to the consideration of the bills whic 
reported by the Court of Claigss, and consider 









-- 


i 
‘: # > 
* ahaa en Cg pe . 


tem 


then go back and go on regularl 

Mr. GWIN. I hope not. 
take up the Calendar regularly. It is private bill 

ee day, and let us give all a chance. 

Mr.1VERSON. I have been instructed by the 
committee to make this motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Georgia, on behalf of the 
moves that the Senate first take up the cases which 
have been reported from the Court of Claims. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
operated on the committee in making this mo- 
tion. 
Claims directs that— ~ 


which shall have received the favorable decision thereof, in 
such form as, if enacted, will carry the same into effect.” 


And then: 


the bills reported as aforesaid, shall, if not finally acted upon 
during the session of Congress to which the said reports are 
made, be continued from session to session, and from Con- 


reports and bills be proceeded with in the same manner as 


and submits a bill, un 
it goes on the Calendar at that session, and is to 
remain upon the Calendar from session to sessien, 
and from Congress to Congress, until it shall be 
finally disposed of. 
on the Calendar to-day were reported by the Court 
of Claims three or four sessions ago; and they lost 
their priority by the action of the two Houses, 


considered at the last session and the session be- 
fore. In justice to them, under the act of Con- 
gress, they ought to have been considered long 
ago; and, if the act be pursued, they will be con- 


any other case which has been reported at this 

session, and is now onthe Calendar. It is amat- 

re ter of justice, and strict justice, that they should 

2 i have priority. ‘Therefore, l ask that that may be 
the order pursued. 

Mr. YULEE. I hope that order will not be 

adopted. If the bills reported from the Court of 

2 Claims have lost their pine, and have remained 

upon the Calendar during one or two sessions, I 

must charge it to the fault of the Committee on 

rr Claims 





mittee. 
Mr. YULEE. Iam going to show how it is 
so. I charge it to the fault of the Committee on 


: Claims, because it is upon the motion of the 
Committee on Claims that the Senate has been 
duced from session to«session to adopt what 
seemed to me to be the very erroneousand unjust 
policy of acting only upon those private bills 
which were not objected to; thus placing it in the 
power of an individual member to postpone upon 


en ale ola 


Se aimee me 


to which there might be only his single objection. 
If the Committee on Claims will adopt the proper 
course of taking up upon the Calendar the bills as 
they stand and 


Sw 


those to which there shall be no objection, and | 


' 


| 
There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 242) 


secretary and clerk of the Senate of the Legisla- | 
ture of the Territory of Florida, as allowed by | 


eumificwercenmen 


have been | 


evens we shall || 


sommittee on Claims, , 


I will state the reason which | 
The act which established the Court of | 


**Said court shall prepare a bill or bills in those cases | 


Sec. 8. dnd be it further enacted, That said reports, and | 


gress to Congress, until the same shall be finally acted upon ; || | 
and the consideration of said reports and bills shall, at the | j 
subsequent session of Congress, be resumed, and the said || , . “ie + , ° | 

: ; : bill (S. No. 23) for the reliefof Arnold Harris and |} ied 
! f | vices of Senator BensaMin and other eminent lawyers ; to 


though finally acted upon at the session when presented.”’ | 
It will be perceived, then, that when the Court | 
of Claims makes a report in favor of a claimant, |; 
dorehe provisions of this act | 


Many of the bills which are | 


sidered and acted upon by the Senate long before | 





The bill is to pay him for work done || danger that any bill reported by the Court of 


| a report in their favor bythe Court of Claims. 


' cussion, I withdraw the motion. 


| Private Calendar is the bill (S. No. 22) for the re- 


Mr. [VERSON. The Committee on Claims | 
have no more control over it than any other com- | 


1 


i! 


: the Calendar, and to pocivens eternally, any bill || 


isposing of them at the time, | 
whether they be objected to or not, there is no | 


} 


| 


j ° | 
' amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
| 


when, in truthand in fact, they ought to have been || Kendall, to be canceled, and satisfied of record. 


_ were called upon by the Post Office Department to pay 0 
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Claims will lose its place, or will fail of attention 
in due season at the appropriate session. 
But, sir, the very section which has been read 
by the chairman of the Committee on Claims 
resents to the Senate a very obvious reason why 
his motion should not be shopiel. Bills reported 
from the Court of Claims have the sivedngs of » 
continuing on the Calendar from session to ses- || 
sion withoutabatement. They lose no place and || 
no advantage. They require no repetition of ac- 
tion by the committee. It is not so with bills || 
which have not had that advantage, and which || 
do not come before this body with the prestige of | 


Will the Senator allow me | 
In order to obviate any further dis- 


Mr. IVERSON. 
a moment ? 
Mr. YULEE. [am satisfied 
JOHN SCOTT AND OTHERS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The first bill onthe 


lief of John Scott, Hill W. House, and Samuel 
O. House. 

The bill was read a second time, and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole, It proposes to 
release John Scott, principal, and Hill W. House | 
and Samuel O. House, sureties, from a judgment || 
recovered against them by the United States, on 
the 4th day of April, 1855, in the district court 
for the northern district of Florida, upon a con- 
tract awarded to John Scott for carrying the mail 
upon the route No. 3503, from New Orleans to | 
~ West, from January 15, 1853, to June 30, 
1855. 

Mr. YULEE. I will state that that bill has | 
been passed by the Senate, in the same words, at || 
four different sessions, I think, but has failed of || 
action in the House of Representatives on account | 
of its reaching there too late. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 





reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SURETIES OF W. G. KENDALL. 


The next bill on the Private Calendar was,the || 


Samuel F. Butterworth; which was read asecond || 
time and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to release Arnold Harris and Sam- | 
uel F. Bateeetts: sureties of William G. Ken- | 
dall, late deputy postmaster at New Orleans, 

Louisiana, from all claim which the United States 

may have against them or either of them as such | 
sureties; and it also directs the Secretary of the || 
Treasury to cause any judgmentwhich may have 
been rendered against Arnold Harris and Samuel 
F.Butterworth, or either of them, as sureties of 





Mr. YULEE. The same bill was passed last 
= in the Senate after discussion; passed, I be- 
ieve, nearly unanimously. 


Mr. IVERSON. Is there a report in the | 
case ? | 
Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir. The same bill was || 
passed at the last session. | 
Mr. TVERSON. I donot knowanything about i} 
that; I want to hear the report. | 
| 


The Secretary proceeded to read the following 


report: 1 


ne 


on 19, being the balance claimed by said ac 
u 


|| Kendall, the sum of $5,365 47. 


| viction. 





March 


2, 
=—- 


Auditor of 
he sum of 


2 . . COURT to be 
e from Kendall, as postmaster at New Orleans, to the 


United States. Soon after this, Kendall was tried by a jy, 
at New Orleans, and acquitted. He immediately ie the 
United States and went to Mexico, where he now resides 
After he had thus left the United States, on the L8th day of 
September, 1856, your memorialist, Samuel F. Butie; 
worth, received a letter from the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department, (see copy annexed,) informing him that in 
making out the account against Kendall an error had bee, 
made, and that there was still due the Department, fro, 











memorialist, Arnold Harris, deposited with the 
the Post Office Department at Washington, t 


from 


When the account was first stated by the Department 
showing a balance against Kendall of $10,839 19, he (Koa. 
dall) insisted that there was no such amount due from him 
and that the claim was made merely to present him as g 


| defaulter, and thus prejudice his case before the jury. You; 


memorialists, not doubting his statements, and certain of 
his innocence, paid the claim without investigation as sooy 
as ipwas presented to them, and they did this to insure 
Kefflall a fair trial, and because they knew that all of jis 
available means were required by him to prepare for his 
defense ; but your memorialists distinctly state that if the 


| Department had at first claimed a balance of $16,204 66 as 
| due from Kendall, they certainly would not have paid that 


large sum without investigation and legal resistance, wu- 
less first indemnified by Kendall or his relatives. 
By direction of the Government, suit was instituted 


| against Kendall (whose last known place of residence was 


in Missouri) and your memorialists in the United States 
circuit court of Missouri, to recover this last claimed baj- 
ance of $5,365 47; process was served at the late residence 
of Kendall ; your memorialists appeared by attorney, and 


| suffered judgment to be obtained against them by default. 


The only explanation, or rather excuse, given by the Post 
Office Department for the * ggave error’’ in rendering the 
first account against KendalPfor a sum of $5,365 47 Jess 
than was really due the Government, was the fact that the 
clerk who made out the account was intemperate. 

Your memorialists ask the Congress of the United States 
to release them from the payment of the judgment rendered 
against them as above stated, and they assign as a sufficient 
reason for such request the fact that, by the action of an in- 
temperate clerk in the Post Office Department, (since dis- 
missed,) they have been deprived of all remedy against 
Kendall, who had departed from the country betore the last 
claim of $5,365 47 was made knewn to either of your me- 
morialists. 

A further fact your memorialists present: Kendall, 
charged with a high crime, was vigorously prosecuted ; ex- 
traordinary means were used to procure his conviction ; the 
United States district attorney, at New Orleans, was not 
deemed equal to the occasion ; other distinguished counse! 
was employed, who boasted that he was to receive a fee of 
$5,000 from the Government in the event of Kengdall’s con- 
To meet Mhis unjust persecution and Monstrous 
proceeding, on the part of the United States, Kendall was 
compelied to expend large sums of money to retain the ser- 


procure the attendance of important witnesses ; and to con- 
duct his defense to a successful issue, more than his life, 
his honor and his liberty were involved in the contest, not 
a — proof of guilt was produced, and he was ac- 
uitted. 

' The moneys thus expended by Kendall, but for the action 
of the Government, would have constituted a means of 
paying any real balances due from him as postmaster. By 
the oppressive action of the Government he was deprived 
of these means. Under these circumstances, your memo- 
rialists submit that his sureties ought not to be called on to 
make good the moneys thus expended. 

The above facts considered, your memorialists ask such 
relief as the Congress of the United States may deem just 
and proper, 8. F. BUTTERWORTH. 

ARNOLD, HARRIS. 


Mr. IVERSON, (before the reading of the re- 
port was concluded.) The Clerk looks implor- 


| ingly toward me. I withdraw the call for the read- 


ing. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

RICHARD W. MEADE. 


The bill (S. No. 56) for the relief of Richard 


The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to || W. Meade was read a second time, and considered 


whom was referred the memorial of Arnold Harris and 
Samuel F. Butterworth, respectfully report : 
‘That the petitioners ask relief from a penalty they have | 


|| as in Committee of the Whole. 


It isa direction 
to the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 


incurred as sureties of William G. Kendall, lately a deputy || to pay to Richard W. Meade, late a lieutenant 


postmaster at New Orleans. The memorial is as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 


United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of Arnold Harris and Samuel F. Butter- 
worth respectfully showeth : 

That on the 14th of April, A. D. 1853, they sig&ed the 
official bond of William G. Kendall, late postmaster of New 
Orleans, as his sureties in the penal sum of $60,000. On 
the 7th May, 1855, Kendall was dismissed from the office of 

stmaster at New Orleans; was arrested, charged with 

ving robbed the mails; was indicted, tried, and acquit- 
ted. After his arrest, and before his trial, his account was 
stated by the Post Office Department, showing a balance 
— him, as postinaster at New Orleans, of $10,839 19. | 
his account was presented to Kendall; he failed to pay 
any part of it. Early in January, 1856, your memorialists 


the sum of $10,839 19, as sureties for Kendall; on the 7th 
January, 1856, your memorialist, 8. F. Butterworth, depos- 
ited with the United States assistant treasurer, at New 
York, the sum of $5,000 to the credit of this account; on 
the 19th of January, 1856, he deposited, in like manner, the 
further sum of $1,950. And onthe 2st January, 1856, your 


|| certain extraordinary expenses incurre 


in the United States Navy, the sum of $566 2, 
being the amount of expenses incurred by him and 
his clerk for subsistence, while under orders of the 
Navy Department, andetained on shore at Sai 
Francisco, from July 15 to September 30, 1849, 
less the amountalready received by them for com- 
mutation of their rations during the same period. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


DAVID D. PORTER. 
The bill (S. No. 57) for the relief of David D. 


'| Porter was read a second time, and considered 2s 
|| in Committee of the Whole. a 
quire the proper accounting officers of the Tres 


ury to pay to David D. Porter, a pewenent : = 
ids 
by him 


Navy of the United States, the sum of 
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in the discharge of his duty, under the orders of 
the Navy yey on special service to the 
island of St. Domingo. | 
"The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

GEORGE B. BACON. 

The bill (S. No. 58) for the relief of George B. | 
Racon, late acting peer of the sloop-of-war 
Portsmouth, was read a second time, and cc 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. By it, the 
oper accounting officers of the Treasury will 
be directed to allow to George B. Bacon, late act- 


ec 


- 


payable to a purser of a sloop-of-war, for his ser- 
yices as acting purser during the period he so 
acted, deducting the amount paid to him for the | 
same period as commander’s clerk. | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know but that the | 


THE C 


consid- || 


ing purser of the sloop-of-war Portsmouth, in the || 
ettiement of his accounts, the amount properly || 


pill is right, as the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. | 
Foster} says to me that it is, but I do not like 1 


the precedent that is being established by it. It | 
iooks to me like paying an extra salary to an of- 
gcer who happened to discharge some other duty 
than that which properly belonged to the office 
which he held. henever a clerk in one of the 
Departments performs the service of some supe- | 
rior clerk, a bill comes here to pay him the salary 
of the superior clerk, but I have never known an | 
instance where, when a clerk was absent, his pay 
was deducted. The result of it is that we pay 
twiee. It establishes a principle which I think is 
wrong. If it is not wrong, we ought to have a 
ceneral law by which every officer engaged in the | 
public service shall be paid the salary belonging 
toa higher office, whenever he is engaged in per- || 
forming the duties of that higher office. It should || 
not be done by a special bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. This bill passed the Senate at 
the last session on the unanimous report of the | 
Naval Committee, without objection. I had oc- | 
casion to examine it. [ believe itis entirely right. 
lt isin accordance with well-established prece- 
dents in the naval service, establishes no new 
principle, createsno new prestiient, but follows, I 
believe, the well-established practice of the De- 
partment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
ume, and passed. 

SAMUEL A. WEST AND OTHERS. 

The bill (S. No. 59) for the relief of Samuel A. 
West, George McCullough, Hiram McCullough, 
and Charles Pendergrast, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. || 
Under its operation, Samuel A. West, George || 
McCullough, Hiram McCullough, and Charles | 
Pendergrast, will be released from their liability on | 
a contract entered into with the United States, on | 
the 17th of November, 1856, for the delivery of | 
stone at the pavy-yard at Gosport, Virginia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there any report ac- | 
companying this bill? If there is, I should like | 
to hear it. 

The Secretary read the following report made | 
by Mr. Maxrory on the 10th of June, 1858: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred | 
‘ie petition of Hiram McCullough, have had the same un- 


| 

der consideration, and report: | 
} 

| 


That Samuel A. West and George McCullough contracted 
with the United States, on the 17th of November, 1856, to | 
deliver at the nayy-yard at Gosport, Virginia, certain quan- | 


lities of stone : one fourth in ninety, one fourth in one hun- |! 


dred and fifty, and one fourth in one hundred and eighty 
(lays, and the balance within nine months from the date of 
the contract; and that if the parties failed to deliver at the 
tines specified, they should forfeit and pay to the Govern- 
Menta sum of money equal to twice the amouut of the con- 
‘raet price agreed upon as the price to be paid in case of 
the actual delivery thereof. 

From the letter of the chief of the bureau of yards and 
docks, communicated to your committee in response toa 
cali upon the Navy Department for information in regard to | 


the facts involved in this ease, it appears that none of the 


| agent, as well as to employ extra force in his o 
which no provision was made at the time of his appoint 
+ ment, and that he continued so to disburse the amounts due 





—_ contracted for by said West and McCullough was | 
a oe and thatthe Department “‘ was compelled to pro- | 
thousand dollars on the amount at which the contractors | 
= agreed to furnish.”? The chief of the bureau, however, | 
= that the offer of West and McCullough, on which | 
a contract was based, was $11,232 16 less than the next | 
= est bidder, and at fates so! much below the current mar- | 
tien es of the article, that the bureau ‘believed at the 
on that they would not be able to comply with their en- 
fulfilln nts; but as they gave satisfactory security for the 
a am of the terms of the contract, the bureau could 
. - se ne diseretion in the matter, the law imperatively | 
a | ra all contracts to be given to the lowest bidder.’’ 

‘ further appears, from the affidavits of five creditable | 


y Open purchase, @t an advance of some twenty || 


| 
| 


| 
| 


persons, conversant with the facts and filed with the papers 
in this case, that the contractors promptly proceeded to 
ward the execution of their agreement, by erecting the 
necessary machinery for loading vessels, and in quarrving 
the stone, but that the vielentand unusual freshets that pre- 
vailed and continued in the Susquehanna river during the 
winter and spring of 1856 and 1857, carrying with them im- 
mense masses of ice, completely destroyed the cranes and 
derricks erected by them, the wharves, and the bridge be- 
tween the quarries and the river, and rendered physically 
impossible the fulfillment of their contract. 


it 


| 


Your committee, therefore, believing that the agreement | 
of these parties was entered into in good faith, and from the | 
| evidence that they sustained heavy losses in the destruc- | 


tion of their works by the freshets during that season, large 
sums of which were at various times advanced by your 
petitioner, and, as he alleges, never repaid by said contract 
ors, Who are poor, and the probable ruinous effect the en- 


forcement of the penalty of said contract would have upon | 
| the sureties, are of opinion that Congress should accord 


the relicf prayed, and report the accompanying bill, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

MRS. ANN SCOTT. 
The bill (S. No. 60) for the relief of Mrs. Ann 


| Scott was read a second time, and considered as 
| in Committee of the Whole. 


It provides for the 
ayment to Mrs. Ann Scott, widow of the late 
Villiam B. Scott, two per cent. upon such sums 

as oe ae from the Navy pension fund during the 

time he was Navy agent at Washington. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear the 


| report in that, case. 


| 


11, 1860, as follows: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Ann Scott, have had the same under con- 


| sideration, and report: 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| the yeas and 


965 


nays on this bill, and settle the prin- 
ciple. [t is of a piece with a bill that was just 
passed. Here was an officer that had a particular 
duty to perform, and the Government placed more 
money in his hands, or gave him a larger duty to 
perform, than he says he expected at the time of 
Lis appointment; and then he comes, or his widow 
comes, to call on the Government for additional 
compensation. If the rule is to be established, 
and compensation is to be paid in all such cases, 
let us have a general law. Here is a Navy agent, 
who has a duty to perform for the Government, 
and the Government requires him to pay some 
pensions. His widow comes here, after the lapse 
of twenty years, to be paid for this extra service. 
I myself, if this is to be the rule, think we should 
reach all these cases by a general taw; and, if we 
adopt this practice, I suppose we shal! have to go 
back and bunt up, from the beginning of the Gov- 


| ernment, every Instance where every officer has 


done what he regarded as extra duty, not pertain- 
ing to his office, although he was in the employ- 


|| ment of the Government, and pay him extra com- 


The memorialist alleges that she is the widow of the late | 


ance of the duties of which office he gave the bonds re- 
quired; that in the year 1839, in addition to his duties as 


Navy agent, he was charged with the payment of Navy || 


| William B. Scott, who was appointed Navy agent at Wash- | 
ington city in the year 1834, and for the faithful perform- || 


pensions, and in consequence was required to increase the | 


penalty of his bond under separate sureties as ea 
ice, for 


to said pensioners until June 5, 1849, when he ceased to be 


| Navy agent. 


You; memorialist further alleges that judgment was ob- 
tained against her said husband by the United States, for 


| the sum of $6,000, or thereabouts, being money retained | 


by him on accountof services rendered in the disbursement 
of pensions ; and that he, notwithstanding the uniform prac- 
tice of allowing to other pension agents (an office entirely 
distinct from that of Navy agent) a per centage on the dis 

bursements made by them, was debarred an offset to said 
judgment in his claim for commissions for similar labor 


| and responsibility ; and further, that in order to satisfy said 
| judgment, it was necessary to sacrifice property to which 


she was entitled in her own right. 
The memorialist, therefore, prays that the accounts of 


her said husband may be adjusted and settled, after allow- | 


ing therein such commission as has been allowed to his || 
successor, Who went into the office of Navy agent with the | 


duty of pension agent attached thereto at the time of his 
appointment, and at his acceptance of said office, which, 
as heretofore shown, was not the case at the time of the 
appointment of her husband. 

‘rom facts before your committee it appears that the said 
William B. Scott, besides performing the full duty of Navy 
agent, as defined at the time of his appointment, and other 
onerous duties devolved upon him by the Navy Department 
in payments, made by him to contractors who, by the terms 
of their contracts, were to be paid at other places than at 
Washington, and by other agents, disbursed, during the pe- 


riod in which he acted as pension agent—about ten years | 


—the sum of $179,491 32. 

From the very large additional risk, responsibility, and 
labor, devolved upon the said William B. Scott by these 
new duties, for the proper performance of which a separate 
bond was required and given, as well as losses of property 
occasioned to him thereby ; and from the fact that it was 
not a part of his office at the time of his appointment as 
Navy agent, as well as the further fact that his successor 
was allowed and paid a commission for similar services, 
your committee deem this a case ef peculiar hardship, and 
that in justice and equity the memorialist is entitled to the 
relief from Congress she prays, for which the accompany- 
ing bill is reported, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have had my attention called 
to this case, and I have e®amined it, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether it is correct. I find 

recedent after precedent to sustain just such al- 


pensation.+ I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. As I reported this bill, I desire 
to say a single word. I think, if we are going to 
commence reform, and make war on this sort of 
legislation, this is an unfortunate point to begin 


| at; for the successor, and the successor of the suc- 





owances; and I shall very cheerfully vote for the | 


bill, believing it to be a very meritorious case. 
Mr. CLAY. I think it is a wretchedly bad 


atall. Ido not propose to argue it; but I shall 
certainly vote against the bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment; and the question was stated to be on 


| ordering it to be engrossed and read a third time. | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we had better have | 


| cessor of this officer have received just precisely 
he Secretary read the report of the Committee || 
on Naval Affairs, made by Mr. Hate, January || ; 

: a very large suntf money. 


the compensation that is asked for in this case; 
and their allowance for this very service covers 
This is the widow 
of an officer, and the sum is comparatively very 
Small. Having seen that the Government, by the 
action of this body and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, has paid both her husband’s successors 
compensation tos this additional service, she comes 
forward and asks that she may be paid the very 
small sum which this bill will give her. I can 
inform those gentlemen who are so anxious about 
this matter, that it is now regulated by an act of 
Congress, which has received the adjudication of 
the Supreme Court, and there is no danger of this 
class of cases multiplying. Duties were thrown 
on this officer not contemplated by the law when 


| he was appointed; and upon a very full inves- 


tigation and a very elaborate report made by Mr. 
3ell, the late Senator from Tennessee, the Sen- 
ate thought that in such cases compensation wus 
due, and they paid in one or two instances very 


|| large sums upon this ground, because, when the 


duty was thrown upon the officer, he became 
responsible for all mistakes and all errors, and 


| was himself the msurer of his own decisions. 
| That was the ground assumed by Mr. Bell in the 


very elaborate report which he made to the Senate; 
and I hope the Senate will permit this bill to pass, 
as they have other bills in similar cases. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to inquire the 


| amount that will be paid under the bill ? 


Mr. HALE. Loess than two thousand dollars. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Was the Navy agent obliged 


| to give a new bond in consequence of having to 
|| disburse this money? 


Mr. HALE. So I understand. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Bingham, Bright, 
Brown, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doclittle, 
Fitch, Foster, Gwin, Hale, Haun, Hemphill, Iverson, John 
son of Arkansas, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, 
Powell, Pugh, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Pyck, Wade, aad 
Wilson—29. F 

NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Cameron, Clay, Davis, Fitz 
patrick, Grimes, Hamlin, Harlan, Saulsbury, Sebastian, 
Toombs, Trumbull, Wigfall, Wilkinson, and Yulee—15. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. It was read the third time, and 
passed. ; 

MICHAEL NASIL. 

The bill (S. No. 63) for the relief of Michael 
Nash, of the District of Columbia, was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It propeses to appropriate $776 50 
to Michael Nasli, as additional compensation for 


| services rendered as assistant superintendent of 


; | the penitentiary of the District of Columbia from 
precedent, and that we ought not to multiply them || ee y 1 ane woe 


August 17, 1841, to March 7, 1849, inclusive. 
Mr. HALE. Let the report be read. 
The Secretary read the following report, made 
by Mr. Broww on the 24th of March, 1856: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Michael Nash, report: 
It appears that the memorialist was appointed in June, 
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1240, as a guard at the penttentiary of the District of Co- 
lumbia,at a compensation of $550 per annus. Soon after 
his appointment, atthe sugg~stion ot the ,.nspectors, he was 
taken from his position on ‘he walls and assigned to duty 
as superintendent of the cavie shoemakers, being himself 











a practical shoemaker. It appears, from the statements of | 


several successive w* dens, that this duty was much more 


laborious and responsible than that of a guard, and, in their | 
opinion, enttied to at least $100 per annum higher pay, | 


which inercase of pay was allowed to his successor, and 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


b been coutinued since. The several wardens under || 


whom Mr, Nash served certify tothe fidelity and diligence 
with which he performed the duty assigned him, and say 
that the pay allowed was an inadequate compensation for 
the service rendered, and that, in their opinion, he is justly 
entitled to the additional pay asked for, and which has been 
paid te his successors. Concurring in this opinion, your 
committee report a bill and recommend its passage. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This is another case where 
an officer asks to be paid additional salary for ser- 
vices performed some ten or fifteen years ago, 
solely upon the ground that the successors of that 
officer have been paid a higher salary. * 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator is mistaken en- 
tirely in this case. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the report of the 
committee. 7 

Mr. BROWN. No, sir; he does hot under- 
stand the report. I know all about this case. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam not going to argue it. 

Mr. BROWN. But I do not want you to mis- 
state it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Itseemsto me that, onthe || 


_ more so than almostany I have ever seen. Liv- 


same principle, every man who ever served as a 
member of Congress, from the foundation of the 
Government, could come here now, and ask for 
$3,000 per annum, because that is the present 
salary. I will not discuss it. 

Mr. BROWN. That is not the case. Michag) 
Nash was a guard in the penitentiary on the walls, 
and he was taken from that position and made a 
superintendent of one of the shops, a very much 
more responsible one, to which higher pay was 
given at that time. He did not get the higher pay, 
but he was required to perform the service. The 
wardens say that, inasmugh as they did not ex- 
actly appoint him to the place of superintendent 
of the shop, though he did the duty, he being 
only a guard they paid him asa guard. What 
he claims is, that he shall be paid for the service 
he rendered, which was paid at a higher rate, not 
only after but before. He performed the service, 
and simply claims to be paid for it; that is all. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 


time, and passed. 
MRS. JANE M. M’CRABB. 


The bill (S. No. 65) for the relief of Mrs. Jane 
M. McCrabb, widow of the late Captain John W. 
McCrabb, assistant quartermaster United States 
Army, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the 
ees of $5,293 96 to Mrs. Jane M. McCrabb, 
veing an allowance of com:uissions for disburse- 
ments of special appropriations by her late hus- 
band, Captain John W. McCrabb, prior to Sep- 
tember 30, 1838; and directs that in the settlement 
of his accounts this amount shall be credited as 
of the date of its first charge. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. . 

Mr.PUGH. It seems to me that the bill needs 
a little explanation. It first proposes to pay this 
money to.the widow, and then it proposes to credit 
the officer’s account with it. I cannot understand 
the necessity of crediting it to his account unless 
he is already indebted to us; and if we balance the 


_man’s account, and then give the amount to the 


widow, we give it twice. It seems to me the bill 
ought to be amended. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state to the Senator 
from Ohio that, although the billdirects the meney 
to be paid to Mrs. McCrabb, there is a balance on 
the Treasury books against her husband, and this 
is intended to settle it. The estate is able to pay 
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Mr. IVERSON. Insert the words *‘ as admin- 
istratrix,’’ after the name of Mrs. McCrabb. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LIVINGSTON, KINKEAD & CO. 


The bill (S. No. 69) for the relief of Livingston, 
Kinkead & Co., was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to pay to Livingston, Kinkead & Co., Sooshatas 


of Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, $10,070, as | 


indemnity for the amount of money of which they 


| were robbed by a party of Sioux Indians, near 
| Fort Laramie, in the Indian territory, in Nevem- 
| ber, 1854. 


Mr. HALE. Is there a report in that case? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
rick in the chair.) The Clerk informs the Chair 
that there are papers accompanying the bill; but 
there is no report. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the case will not be passed 


without some showing in its favor. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, I think 
there is a printed report, a very short one, but I 
understand it cannot be found now. Thisisa 


/ ease which arises under the Indian intercourse 


law of 1834, and I think a case established by the 
most conclusive and unecxceptionable testimony, 


ingston, Kinkead & Co. were merchants at Salt 


| Lake City, in no wise identified at all with the 


' murdered; Kinkead himself alone narrowly es- | 


peculiar religious system that prevails in that 
country. They made a shipment of over ten 


| thousand dollars by the overland mail stage, and 


out in the middle of the plains were robbed by 
predatory bands of Indians of the entire amount, 
and the whole party, with one exception, were 


| caped with his life to the nearest post, where he 
| obtained succor. The whole of the facts in the 


case are sworn to by the clerk of the firm, who 
states not only the amounts, but the particular 


kind of coin which was intended to be shipped to | 
St. Louis. The intercourse law of 1834 extends | 


| by express terms to that territory, and according 


to that they are entitled to indemnification from | 


the United States Treasury. There is no evidence 


that they attempted to take private vengeance | 


upon the Indians, for the last of their party was 


killed except Kinkead himself, who was left dis- | 
| abled and wounded for several days out upon the 


plains, and was picked up by the casual charity 
of United States soldiers who happened to come 


across him. I think the evidence is most indu- | 


bitable. That is the substance of the report, and 
I hope the Senate will allow the bill to be passed 


/ at once, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk in- | 


forms the Chair he has found the report made at | 


| a previous session. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. That is the report which 
has been adopted at this session. 

The Secretary read the following report, made 
by Mr. Sesastian on the 4th of August, 1856: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Livingston, Kinkead & Co., 
beg leave to report: 

‘That on the 2d day of November, 1854, Charles A. Kin- 
kead, one of the members of the firm of Livingston, Kin- 
kead & Co., of Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, left that city 
as a passenger in the mail stage, from thence to Independ- 
ence, in the State of Missouri, in possession of the sum of 

10,070, in gold coin, con$tgned toa mercantile firm in St. 

,ouis, to whom memorialists were indebted ; that the party 


in and accompanying the mail stage were attacked near | 
Fort Laramie, and all massacred, with the exception of 


Charles A. Kinkead, the stage robbed of its contents, em- 


| bracing the gold coin, and Mr. Kinkead severely wounded. 


He was found afterwards, and carried into the fort. ‘The 
United States were nominally at peace with these Indians, 


| the Sioux, at the time of the massacre and robbery of the 


| mail party, though a state of hostilities was soon after rec- | 


the amount to the Government, but it has been | 


held up for this tone, 

Mr. PUGH. My complaint is, that the bill 
contains two provisions. It does not merely pro- 
pose to credit the account and balance it, b 
proposes first to give the money to the widow as 
widow, and not as administratrix, and then credit 
his account besides. 

Mr. IVERSON. You can amend it by saying 
**as administratrix.’’ That was the intention. 

Mr. PUGH. We can strike out that portion 
which provides forgiving the money to the widow 


ut it | 


| the United States an these Indians have been such, since | 


ognized, and General Harney dispatched to the plains for 
their chastisement. The — of money, with the par- 
ticular description of the nitmber and value of the pieces, 
are stated upon the cash book of the firm, and deposed to 
by the clerk of the establishment. The loss of the money 
rests upon the testimony of Mr. Kinkead, the only survivor 
of the party, and the corroborating testimony of the con- 


| fessions of some of the Indians, soon thereafter captured 


by General Harney. 
It is true that the provisions of law have not been pur- 
sued in the mode of proving this loss. The relations between 


the date of the depredations, as to dispense with the neces- 
sity of taking the proof before the proper Indian agent. 


, Could that provision of the intercourse law have been com- 


er with, and the steps usual in such cases been adopted 
y the President to obtain satisfaction, it would have been 


fruitiess, as the annuities due to these Indians by the treaty 
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ee 
es 
of Fort Laramie are payable only in goods, for which th 

is not any express authority of law allowing them to be m4 
tained as indemnity. ‘Those annuities are so simalj that = 
|| would require the whole of an annuity belonging to the “ 
|| ticular band, if, indeed, that could be ascertained, to aan 
| the particular claim. The robbery was most probably cor 
| mitted by some small straggling band of Indians ; and, : 
the circumstances, it would be impolitic to take the 








Under 


: 0 
intended for a whole band to pay for the depredations = 


| 

|| straggling and irresponsible portion of them, should the 

|| petrators belong to these bands. Since treated as bade 

|| the annuity is then gone, by the act of war, and there j; 

1 nothing left for indemnity. The committee, believing tha 

|| the substance and spirit of the law have been complied 
| with, report a bill for the payment at once of the indempiyy 

| which the intercourse act guaranties in all such cases, ~ 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lam not very particy. 


i 


| 





| 1 would beg leave to inquire of the chairman of 
the commiittee who reported the bill, whether the 
‘| United States, by any provision of an act of Cop. 
gress, have assumed an unqualified obligation to 
ay for all losses sustained by Indian violence oy 
|| Indian hostility ? 
|| Mr. SEBASTIAN. In reply to the inguiry of 
the Senator from Kentucky, I will state to him 
that all this class of claims arises under the act 
of 1834, commonly known as the Indian intey- 
course law, regulating the intercourse between the 
Indians and the United States, and establishincs 
the respective rights of Indians and white men for 
|| depredations committed by each within the terri- 
tory, or upon the property of each other. Thay 
act does not provide absolutely that the United 
States shall become a guarantor or an underwriter 
for all losses upon the property of white men 
| in the Indian country; but it does provide that 
when any white man, being lawfully within the 
bounds of the Indian territory, shall suffer depre- 
|| dations upon his property, upon proof of the facts 
|| being made, he is to lay the case before the Pres- 
ident of the United States, whose duty it is, then, 
|| to deduct the amount of damages out of the an- 
nuities of the Indians, if there be any, and if not, 
‘| the Government of the United States guaranties 
eventual indenmity in all such cases, where the 
party himself does not seek redress from the In- 
dians for the injuries to his property. The policy 
of this act, as th@Senator will see, was designed 
to prevent sudden border warfares springing up 
|| between the whites and Indians by way of retali- 
ation for wrongs; and the Government of the Uni- 
|| ted States, by the law of 1834, explicitly declares 
that, if private vengeance is not sought, if no re- 
taliation is pursued, which always leads to those 
border contests, as the price of peace, and as a 
matter of policy, they guaranty ultimate indem- 
nity in all cases for depredations of that kind. 
| These parties, by the most clear and unequivocal 
testimony, come within the provisions of thatact. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. It seems to me to bea 
| very extraordinary obligation upon us, if we are 
| to pay all losses of this description. If my coun- 
| trymen had had the benefit of this law, there might 
_ have.been some mt and justice in it; but the 
, man who had his house burnt in attempting to 
reclaim a wilderness, had no indenmity for the 
| burning of his house or the bed on which he slept. 
'| No Indian losses were compensated to him. He 
|| had to vindicate, with his own hand, and by his 
own means, himse]f and his property; and if he 
‘| did not make that defense good, he suffered the 
‘| loss. Now, it seems, we are the insurers of every 
man who chooses to risk his money on a hazard- 
ous journey amidst Indian tribes anywhere. 
1 hesitate a good deal about voting for such a meas- 
ure. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have to say, in reply to 
|| the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, that 
|| the considerations to which he has adverted would 
|| very properly address themselves to Congress, 0! 
|| a proposition to repeal or modify the law; but whic 
|| the law is in existence, I imagine that it is rather 
'| too late to apply to a bill, that arises under that 
|| law, those considerations only which are appli- 
| cable to the policy of the law itself. In the one 








| 











case you question the general policy of the law: 
in the other, you question the justice of the claim 
that arises under it. ; + ; 

The Senator adverts to the early condition o! 
the settlers in Kentucky. That was before the 
|| passage of the law. The policy indicated by th 
|| law was adopted as early as 1798. It was after 


is 


wards reaffirmed and extended in 1802. It was 
|| subsequently amended in 1834. Mr. Edward 
Everett, who was then the chairman of the Com 
| mittee on Indian Affairs in the House of Repre 


|| larly acquainted with the law en this subject; bute 
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gentatives, reported a comprehensive and clear, 
and a justand polite system, under which we 
have administered the rights of parties for about 
a quarter of a century. If it were proper upon 
a case of this kind, | would go into a vindication 
of the policy of that law; but, for the reasons I 
have just stated, that is unnecessary. This case 
comes clearly within its provisions. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 
GEORGE STEALEY. 


The bill (S. No. 70) for the relief of George 
Stealey was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
refer to the Third Auditor of the Treasury the 
account furnished by George Stealey, for ser- 
yices rendered and expenses incurred by him as 
agent, appointed by the Indian commissioneys of 
the United States for the State of California, to 


yisit the northern tribes of Indians in that State, | 


with authority to the Auditor to cause it to be 
settled upon principles of equity and justice, and 
to pay the amount. The settlement is to be made 
upon satisfactory vouchers, showing that the ex- 
penses were actually incurred, and that the prices 
paid were just and proper under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

EDWARD N. KENT. 
The bill (S. No. 74) for the relief of Edward 


N. Kent was read a second time, and considered | 


as in Committee of the Whole. Its purpose is to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
Edward N. Kent, of New York, $20,000, in full 
compensation for the perpetual use, in all the 
present and future minting establishments of the 
United States, of the apparatus for separating gold 
andother precious metals from foreign substances, 
of which he is the inventor and patentee; but he 
is first to secure to the United States the perpet- 


ual use of the apparatus, to the gatisfaction of the | 


Secretary of the Treasury. 

The bill was reported to*the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
timé, and passed 


RICHARD CHENERY. 
The bill (S. No. 77) for the relief of Richard 


Chenery was read the second time, and considered | 


asin Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
direct the Commissioner of Customs to settle the 
account of Richard Chenery, assignee of Horace 
P. Russ, for the construction by the latter ef the 
granite pavement on Battery street, in front of the 
United States custom-house, at San Francisco, 
and to pay him such sum as may be shown to 
be legally and equitably due, with interest at six 
per cent. per annum, from the completion of the 
work, with a proviso that the sum shall not exceed 
$3,890. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
ume, and passed. 


SIMON DE VISSER AND JOSE VILLARUBIA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 39) for the 
relief of Simon De Visser and Jose Villarubia, of 
New Orleans. It provides for releasing Simon De 
Visser and Jose illarubia, jr., merchants of New 
Orleans, from the payment of ail claims, penalties, 
and forfeitures which may legaliy exist against 
them, in favor of the United States, arising out 
of frauds committed in the custom-house of New 
Orleans by one Charles Meteye, they having been 
judicially declared to be entirely innocent of those 
frauds; and especially from the penalties and for- 
feitures claimed by reason of those frauds, in two 


Suits now pending in the district court of the Uni- || 


ted States for the eastern district of Louisiana, in 


which the United States are plaintiffs and De Vis- | 


Ser and Villarubia are defendants. The defend- 
ants, however, are to pay all costs incurred in 
those suits, and the rights of the United States 
against Charles Meteye are ex ressly reserved. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
report in that case. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk in- 


wa the Chair that there is a printed: statement 
ic ¢ 


I should like to hear the | 








a 


TH 











| tee were unanimous. 


Senator call for the reading of that? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 should like to know 
something about the case. 

Mr. CLAY. I will state to the Senator that | 
the proof was so clear that these men were en- | 


tirely innocent of any fraud or intention of fraud || 


on the Government, that the prosecuting attorney | 
at the time of the trial acquitted them before the | 
court of any sort of censure whatever. It ap- 

-ared that it was the fault rather of the evstom- 
Pease officers than of the agent or clerk of these 
parties that these frauds were committed. There 
was, to my mind, a clear delinquency of duty or 
carelessness on their part that enabled this clerk 
to commit these eal. They did not inure to 
the benefit of the house, for they really paid the 
duties, but this clerk took advantage of them, and 
appropriated the money which he affected to pay 
as duties. The officers of customs were, or at 


panying documents, but no report. Does the || 


least one of them was, advised of the fact that | 


these frauds had been committed, and failed to 


7 > a PSs > ‘ » > ; Pe 1} 
have the man arrested, suffered him to get off, and | at one o’clock, p. m. 


therefore involved these innocent persons in the 
payment of the duties and in being subjected to 
the penalties which were attached to the fraud. 
That is about the substance of it. The commit- 


The bill passed the Senate | 
at the last session. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have nothing to say | 
about it, after that statement. 
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claim of John A. Frost, who was acting boatswain 


| of the United States brig Porpoise in that expe- 


| dition, from Jafluary 1, 1839, to July 7, 1842. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. . 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 
A message from the President of the United 


| States, by Mr. Bucuawnan, his Secretary, an- 


nounced that the President had approved and 

signed a bill (S. No. 146) to authorize the Secre- 

tary of the Treasury to issue.registers to the own- 

ers of the schooners Helen Blood and Sarah Bond, 
of Oswego, New York. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 


| by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 


House had ordered the printing of a letter from 
the Secretary of State, communicating certain cor- 
respondence relative to the claim of Messrs. Rog 
erson & Son, of Newfoundland, on March 1, 1860, 


Also, that the House had ordered this day the 
printing of the following documents: 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, com- 


|; municating a statement of miscellaneous claims 


| paid at the Treasury for the year ending June 30, 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to |! 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 


time, and passed. 
FRANCIS HUTTMAN. 


The bill (S. No. 78) for the relief of Francis | 


Huttman was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust 


the claim of Francis Huttman, for return of ton- | 


nage and light duties illegally exacted and paid by 
him on Peruvian, Danish, and German vessels at 
the port of San Francisco, California, and to pay 
him the amount due, with interest, at the rate of 
six per cent. per annum, from the date of the ex- 
action of those duties. 


1859—ordered at twelve o’clock and seventeen 
minutes; 

Letter of the Secretary of the Navy, communi- 
cating reports of the board of naval officers ordered 
to examine into the condition of the navy-yards 
—ordered at twelve o’clock and eighteen minutes; 
and ° ‘ 

Letter of the Secretary of War, communicating 


la transcript of the official Army Register for the 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 
TENCH TILGHMAN. 


The bill (S. No. 79) for the relief of Tench | 


Tilghman was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee-of the Whole. It isa di- 
rection to the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
Tench Tilghman $1,000, for losses sustained by 
him in consequence of his appointment to a con- 
sulate, which was abolished by the Spanish Goy- 
ernment while he was on his way to take charge 
of it. 

Mr. GRIMES. 


pointment. 


Mr. CLAY. I will say to the Senator that he | 


was appointed by General Taylor to a consulate; 
I do not remember the place—some small place, 
though, in the West India islands—perhaps it was 
on the island of Cuba; and he started to perform 
the duties of the office and got as far as Savannah, 


I would inquire of the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Commerce when Mr. | 
Tilghman was subjected to this very great disap- | 


when he there learned the fact that the office had | 


been abolished, and he came back. In the mean- 
time he had incurred a good deal of expense in 
the removal of his family that far on the route, and 


in bringing them back; and in addition to that, he | 
claims. that he sunk a good deal of money by the | 


neglect of his business and by preparing himself 
for this mission. 
propose to pay him the expenses that were in- 
curred in the way of travel—his actual traveling 
expenses. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


The committee, however, only | 


| quantity of live oak at a specified sum, 


year ending June 30, 1859—ordered at twelve 
o’clock and twenty minutes. 
WILLIAM D. MOSELEFY. 

The bill (S. No. 89) for the relief of William 
D. Moseley was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. Its purpose 
is to release William D. Moseley from the penal- 
ties and liabilities incurred.by him as surety of 
Harrison R. Blanchard, on his contract with the 
United States, dated September 25, 1855, for the 
supply of live-oak timber. 

Me HAMLIN. I want the attention of the 
chairman of the committee that reported this bill, 
fora single moment. If lunderstand the case, it 
isthis: Mr. Blanchard made & contract to deliver 
a certain quantity of oak timber at the navy- 
yard 

Mr. MALLORY. 
in the case. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes,sir; and I have read it. 
Mr. Blanchard contracted to deliver a certain 
He, or 
his assignee, Mr. Moseley, delivered a portion of 
it at the rate stipulated. He alleges that he was 
prevented from delivering the rest by an intima- 
tion that there were Indian hostilities. The bal- 
ance was supplied by the next bidder above him, 
and the difference between the bid next above 
him and his own, amounted to some two or three 
thousand dollars. He therefore suffered a loss 
between that sum and the sum which he would 
have received if he had himself furnished the 
timber. 

Now, if I can understand the matter, there is 
no allegation here that Mr. Moseley ever lost one 
farthing. He delivered the greater quantity of 
this oak timber at $1 75a cubic foot. I think, 
before he is entitled to relief here, he should show 
us that he actually sustained a loss in the whole 





There is a printed report 


| transaction. When he does that, I shall be willing 


to relieve him; but ba penrien two thirds of the 


| timber at $1 75; the other man came in, and deliv- 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third || 


time, and passed. 
JOHN A. FROST. 


The joint resolution (S. R. No. 7) for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John A. Frost,’ 
deceased, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It declares that 
the provisions of the first section of the act en- 
titled ** An act for the relief of the forward officers 
of the late exploring expedition,’’ approved Feb- 


| together, he sustaineda loss. 


| contract which he performed himself? 


ered the balance at $2, and now he claims to be 
relieved from that difference. I would relieve 
him if he showed me that in the whole thing taken 
How do I know 
that he did not make $10,000 on that part of the 
If I could 


| be satisfied as to that, I shall be satisfied to relieve 
| him. ‘ 


Mr. MALLORY. The Senator from Maine 
speaks from a fresh reading of the report. The 


| transactions and details are not now in my mind. 


| The report will speak for itself. 


I will only say 


| that Governor Moseley,I know myself personally, 


ase, consisting of the petition and accom- || ruary 1, 1849, shall be construed to embrace the || has been a very great loser by this transaction. 
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H- was Governor of our State, and having un- | 
fortunately become surety on this contract, and | 


the contractor having failed, by reason of Indian 
hostilities, to perform it literally, Governor Mose- 
ley stepped in to complete the contract. Lask that 


the report may be read, as it will — speak | 


more correctly of the details than I can. 
The Secretary read the following report: 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the memorial of William D. Moseley, asking relief trom a 
eontract to furnish live oak for a sivop ol-war, which he 
assumed as surety, have had the same under consideration, 
and report: 

That Harrison R. Blanchard contracted with the United 
States, on the 25th September, 1655, to deliver at the navy- 
yard, New York, on or beiore the lst October, 1856, live 
oak tor naval purposes, described in the contraet as fol- 
lows: “ ‘Thirty thousand cubic feet of live-oak timber— 
namely, three thousand six hundred feet of principal pieces, 
at $l 75 percubie toot; twenty thousand four hundred feet 
of molded timber, at $1 30; and six thousand teet of pro- 


miscuous pieces, at $l per cubic foot, amounting in all t6 | 


$38,520." Forthe performance of this contract the memo- 
rialist, together with Mr. A. Williams, was joint surety in 
the suin of 370,000 ; and upon the failpre of the contractor 


to perform it, the memorialist took an absolute assignment ° 


of the contract from him, as his affidavit shows, and at 
once entered upon its performance in good faith. 

Upon reterring to the scale of offers accompanying the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy of the lst of Decem- 


ber, 1655, it will be pereeived that Mr. Blanchard’s offer | 


was $3,580 lower than the next highest bidder. By the 
terins of the contract the timber was to be cut within thirty 
miles of the sea; and the memorialist states, what is also 


known tothe committee, that Indian hostilities existed in | 
this country, and be alleges that he was thereby prevented | 


from executing it. He, however, furnished a large portion 


of the timber, and the Navy Department contracted witha || 


new party for supplying the remainder, at prices exceeding 


those allowed to Blanchard, namely : for two thousand eight || 
hundred cubie feet of principal pieces at $2 per foot, and | 


thirteen thousand feet of molded timber at $1 50 per foot, 
amounting in all to $25,100, being an excess of $3,309 over 
Mr. Blanchard’s contract. 

From the copy of the letter hereunto annexed, addressed 
to the honorable Secretary of the Navy by the chief of the 
bureau of construction, equipment, and repair, and com- 
municated to your committce, upon their appiication to the 
Navy Departinent for information, it appears that “ there 
has been paid to Mr. Blanchard, on his contract, the sum 
of $13,979 35, and the reservation in the handsof the Gov- 
ernment amounts to $2,466 94.” 

Your committee find that the memorialist contracted to 
deliver this timber at unusually low rates, and that he en- 
tered upon the performafice of his contract in good faith, 
and probably woukd have completed it but for Indian hos- 
tilities; ‘* that if the contract be closed,’’ and the reserva- 
tion of 32,466 94, retained by the United States, be paid to 
average of the whole contract will 
then be at a low rate, and the entire frame, under the two 
contracts, will have been delivered for $41,546 29, which, 
in my opinion, [the bureau,] is on advantageous terins to 
the Governmeut;” that the United States having therefore 
Jost nothing, but having actually obtained this timber upon 
advantageous terms, your committee deem the memorialist 
entitied to relief, and report a bill accordingly. 


Navy DePaRTMENT, 
Bureau or Constacction, Equipment, &e., 
February 17, 1858. 
Sir: tn compliance with your instructions indorsed on 
the letter of the chairman of the Naval Committee of the 
Benate to the Department, of the date of 4th February, I 
would respecttully state that, on the 25th September, 1855, 
a contract was made with Mr. Blanchard for the delivery at 
the New York yard, on or before the Ist October, 1856, of 
thirty thousand cubic feet of live-oak timber, namely: three 


thousand six hundred feet of principal pieces, at $1 75 per | 


cubic foot; twenty thousand four hundred feet of molded 
timber, at $1 30, and six thousand feet of promiscuous 
pieces, at $1 per cubic foot; amounting, in all to $38,820. 

Upon referring to the scale of offers accompanying the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, of the Ist December, 
1855, it will be perceived that Mr. Blanchard’s offer was 
$8,580 lower than the next highest bidder. 

The contract was not completed within the time spect- 
fied, for the reason, as then stated by the contractor, or his 
surety, to the Department, that they were prevented by the 
hostile Indians; but the Government bas suffered no loss 
thereby, and the timber has not been wanted for use. 

It being understood that the contract could not be ful- 
filied, on the 4th Angust, 1857, a letter was addressed by 
this bureau to Mr. Moseley, one of the sureties, to ascer- 
tain certainly the intention of the contractor, so that proper 
steps might be taken to complete the contract. 

Mr. Moseley replied.on the gt September, 1857, that he 
Was unable to complete it, and at the same time expressed 
his readiness to send forward all the timber he then bad cut 
conforming to the contract, that it might be taken. This 
showed a willingness on his part to fulfill his engagement 
as far as lay in his power, and it was placing further secu- 
rity in the hands ef the Government. A portion of ,this 
timber was delivered, and the whole would have been, it 
appears, as is stated in the memorial, but the vessel engaged 
refused to take it on account of its size. 

On the 17th November, 1857, a contract was made with 
other parties to complete the contract of Mr. Blanchard, 
nainoly : for two thousand eight bundred cubic feet of prin- 
cipal pieces at $2 por foot, and thirteen thousand feet of 
molded timber at $1 50 per foot, amounting in all to 
$25,100, being au excess of 33.309 over Blanchard’s con- 
tract. If the actual measurement proves to be fess than 
the estimated quantity, which it probably will, the excess 
Will aot be so much. 





He is an old gentleman now in the decline of life. | 
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There has been prid to Mr. Blanchard on his contract | ment of public money, or for any other seryicp or 


the sum of $13,979 35, and the reservation in the bands of 
the Government amounts to 82,466 94. If the contract is | 
closed and the reservation paid, the average of the whole | 


will then be at a low rate, and the entire frame, under the || 


two contracts, will have been delivered for $41,546 29, | 
which, in my opmion, is on advantageous terms to the 
Government. \ 

With respect to the two thousand cubic feet which Mr. | 
Moseley says he will have on his hands, of principal pieces | 
or molded timber, or that will make such, and it proves to 
be suitable and satisfactory, it might, without detriment, be 
taken at not exceeding his contract rates. 

The papers are herewith respectfully returned. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant 

JOHN LENTHALL, 
Chief of the Bureau. 

Hon. Isaac Tovucey, Secretary of the Navy. 


Mr. MALLORY. My friend from Maine will 
erceive from this that it is a very simple case. 
Governor Moseley is an exceedingly conscien- 


| tious old gentleman, who would notexactfrom the | 


Government (strange as it may sound here) a 
cent that he was not entitled to. In order to ss 
out a contract on which he was surety, he too 

an assignment of the contract; and in proceeding 
to execute it, he was interrupted by the aggres- 
sions of hostile Indians. A sub-contract was 


afterwards made, as the bureau tells you, because 


the timber was not wanted for immediate use, 
and no injury to the public service resulted. It 
will also be seen that the assignment of the con- 


_ tract which was taken by Governor Moseley, was 
_for nearly nine thousand dollars less than the 


i 


| rate. 


| 


| 


| 
} 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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nextlowest bidder. The Department were aware, 
at the time, that the contract was taken at a very 
low rate, and you have a reservation of some two 
thousand dollars in the hands of the Department. 
If he be released, the timber will then come to the 


| Government, as the bureau says, at a —y low 


Governor Moseley has been involved ever 


| since he got the assignment of this contract, in 
| consequence of his endeavors to execute it. His 


property has been bound up so as to be of nearly 
no use to him. His friends regard him as being 
very much involved from this transaction, from 
which he could not derive benefit. According to 
the letter of the bureau, if he is not held account- 
able on the bond, (and this bill is intended to 
relieve him,) the Government will get all the ad- 
vantage it was to get originally; it will get the live 
oak for these ships at a very low rate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

HENRY ETTING. 


The bill (S. No. 91) for the relief of Henry 
Etting, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. Its object is to 
require the accounting officers of the Treasury to 
allow to Henry Etting, a purser in the Navy of 
the United States, $1,098 51, being the amount 
paid by him to Lieutenant J. C. Rich, as judge 
advocate, during the years 1843, 1844, and 1845. 

Mr. CLAY called for the reading of the report, 
from which it appeared that Mr. Etting was pur- 
ser of the frigate Sdacedeiioni the flag-ship on the 
coast of Africa, from the 7th of April, 1843, to the 
4th of July, 1845; that during that period several 
courts-martial were ordered by the commander- 
in-chief, Commodore Perry, of which Lieutenant 
J.C. Rich, of-the marine corps, was appointed 
judge advocate, and the service performed by him 


| was rendered in a situation where no one could be 


found so capable. For that service, Lieutenant 
Rich presented vouchers, approved by the captain 
of the Macedonian and the commander-in-chief of 
the squadron, to the aggregate amount of $1,098 51, 
which were promptly paid by the petitioner, as 


| they were severally presented, at the termimation 


of each trial. The petitioner, on his return from 


| the coast of Africa, presented the-vouchers, with 
| the accounts of the ship, to the Fourth Auditor of 


the Treasury, who informed him that these items 
must be disallowed, as, by the second section of 
the Army appropriation act, passed on the 23d of 
August, 1842, it is declared that no officer inany 


| branch of the public service shall receive any extra 


compensation or allowance for any service he may 
render. 

The section of the act of 1842, referred to by 
the Fourth Auditor, is as follows: ‘That no 
officer in any branch of the public service, or any 
other person whose salary, pay, or emoluments 
is or are fixed bylaw or regulations, shall receive 


|| any additional pay, extra allowance, or compen- 
i sation, in any form whatever, for the disburse- 


| 
i 
i| 
i! 
| 


duty whatsoever, unless the same shal) be ay 
thorized by law, and the appropriation theres, 
explicitly set forth that it is for such additional 
| Pay extra allowance or compensation.” ‘Ty, 
| wetitioner alleges that he was ignorant of the 


| 





hibition contained in the Army appropriation ts} 


_ of 1842, and that he was governed by previous 
regulation and precedents sanctioned by the Dp. 
‘olan and that the payments were made |, 
im in good faith, upon vouchers in proper forn, 
under the approval of the presidents of the courts 
and the commander of the squadron, and prays 
| that he may be credited with the amount which 
| still stands charged against him on the books of 
the Treasury Department. The committee, upon 
a full consideration of all the facts in the case, and 
the statements of the Fourth Auditor, that hp» 
had no authority to demand a restoration of t\i. 
amount to the Treasury from the officer to whom 
it had been paid, and ‘the service having really 
been rendered by Mr. Rich, in a situation wher» 
no one could be found so capable, and when if ay 
inferior person had been employed the same 
amount would have been paid him,”’ are of the 
opinion that exception should be made by Cop. 
gress from the operation of the act of 1842 for the 
relief of the petitioner. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third readjng, read the third 
time, and passed. 

ELIZABETH M. COCKE. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
next proceeded to consider the bill (S. No, 8}) 
for the relief of Elizabeth M. Cocke, widow of 
Major James H. Cocke, late marshal of the dis- 
trict of Texas. The bill recites that the United 
States, on the 29th of April, 1857, recovered judg- 
ment against Elizabeth M. Cocke, administratrix 
of James H. Cocke, late marshal, and his sure- 
ties, before the district court for the eastern dis- 
trict of Texas, for $2,041 93; and it being made 
to appear that it would be just and equitable that 
the collection of the judgment should not at this 
time be enforced, therefore it is provided that no 
execution for theamount of the principal and iv- 
terest due on this judgment shalt be issued, but 
shall be suspended until sufficient time be allowed, 
under the fara, and according to the usual form 
of legal proceedings in Texas, for the administra- 
trix to prosecute toa final judgment a suit against 
Henry B. Martin, deputy marshal of James I. 
Cocke, who received and embezzled the money 
for which the judgment in favor of the United 
States vs. Elizabeth M. Cocke, as administratrix, 
was rendered. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be ergrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


JEREMIAH MOORS. 


The Senate next proceeded to consider, as in 
Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. No. 80) for 
the relief of Jeremiah Moors. 

The Committee on Commerce reported the bil: 
with amendments: to insert the words “ or his 
legal representatives;’’ to strike out ‘* a just com 
pensation”? and insert ‘such compensation as 
may be shown to be just and reasonable, in the 
opinion of the Secretary;’’ so as to make the bi! 
read: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to pay to Jere- 
miah Moors, or his legal representatives, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such eompen- 
sation as may be shown to be just and reasonable, in the 
opinion of the Secretary, for labor bestowed, and for mortar 
and other materials used (except the rough stone for tie 
tower) in building a light-house, inthe year 1831, 00 the 
Outer Thunder Bay Island of Lake Huron ; said ligiit howe 
was built under a contract made between Adam D. Siva. 
the agent of the United States, and Henry T. Blake, dated 
August 30, 1831, and assigned by said Blake, with the col 
sent of Mr. Stuart, to Jeremiah Moors, by whom it "% 
built. 

_ The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and © 
bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third ume. 
lt was read the third time, and passed. 

GENERAL SMITH’s WIDOW. 

The bill (S. No. 73) for the relief of Mrs. Anne 
M. Smith, widow of the late Brevet ee = 
eral Persifer F. Smith, was next considered 5 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
proposes to direet the Secretary of the Interior ° 
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lace the name of Mrs. Anne M. Smith, widow of | 
the late Brevet Major General Persifer F. Smith, 
on the pension roll, at the rate of fifty dollars per | 
month from the 6th of May, 1858, for and during | 
her natural life. a anf 
Mr. IVERSON. This is one of those pension | 
cases that I have always been opposed to, and I | 
must enter my protest on the present occasion | 
against the passage of this bill. It proposes to 
allow fifty dollars a month—much more than half 
the pay of alieutenant colonel, which has usually | 
been the maximum of pensions. I observe that 
the Committee on Pensions have reported this bill 
in favor of Mrs. Smith, the widow of General 
Persifer F. Smith, and ra reported against | 
the application of Mrs. -Macomb, the widow of 
General Macomb. I move to amend the bill by 
adding Mrs. Macomb for the same pay; giving 





notice, however, that I shall vote against the bill || 


if it be amended, because I am opposed to it on 
principle. I think that Mrs. Macomb’s case is 
quite as meritorious as that of Mrs. Smith. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope the amendment will | 
not be adopted, if the gentleman gives notice that 
he is going to vote against the bill. 

Mr, IVERSON. I want to do justice, and to 
have both put on an oy I want Mrs. Ma- 
comb to be treated with the same liberality and 
generosit yas Mrs. Smith. - 

Mr. CAMERON. Well, I shall not object to 
the amendment. Perhaps it will save time to let 
it go without opposition. 

Mr.GRIMES. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions is not present, and there seems 
to be no one dispesed to explain the difference 
which occurred to the Committee on Pensions as 
existing between these two cases. The evidence 
before the Committee on Pensions showed very 
conclusively that the disease of which General 
Persifer F. Smith died was contracted while in 
service in the Mexican war. Such were not the 
facts, as appeared by evidence, in regard to Gen- 
eral Macomb. General Macomb, if I recollect 
the number of years aright, was stationed for thir- 
teen years, immediately prior to his decease, in | 
this city as General-in-Chief of the Army. He 
was a favorite officer. He drew the largest salary 
that was paid to any officer connected with the 
service, and died ofa natural disease. General Per- 
sifer F. Smith, on the contrary, entered the Army 
at the commencement of the Mexican war, and | 
commanded a division of the Army during the en- 
lire campaign; was one of the most distinguished 
officers belonging to the service; contracted there 
the disease of which he died; and was actually on | 
his way tocommand the army in Utah at the time 
of his death. That is the difference between the | 
two cases, 

The Committee on Pensions were not disposed 
to establish the rule that a pension should be 
granted to the widow of an officer who died of 
natural decay, or of a natural disease; but saw fit 
to adhere to the principle that has heretofore been 
established by Congress, that no pension should 
be granted to the widow of any officer, except 
that officer died from disease contracted in the line 
of the service, or of wounds received in actual 
conflict in defense of the country. I will say, 
however, that the committee came to the conclu- 
sion that they would report a general bill, and I 
do not know that I violate any rule in regard to 
the transactions of the committees, when I say 
that the Senator from Alabama [Mr Ctay] is 
Preparing a bill at this time, which, I suppose, 
will include Mrs. General Macomb—a bill de- 
signed to place officers of the Army and officers of 
the Navy, and their widows, on an equality, and 
under which Mrs. Macomb will probably- be en- 
titled to a pension. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will ask the Senator, be- 
fore he sits down, whether there was any evidence 

‘fore the committee at all tending to show that 
General Macomb did not die from disease con- | 
tracted in the service? 

Mr. GRIMES. There was evidence that Gen- 
eral Smith died of disease contracted while in the 
‘otad but no evidence that General Macomb 

e . 
Pani MALLORY. Was there any evidence on 
me ectatall with regard to General Macomb? 
ara RIMES. _I think none on the subject, 
a mM not certain about it. Certainly, there 
“8 no evidence which showed that he died of 
Sease contracted in the line of the service 

















| 
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| to the amendment. 


Mr.SEWARD. 


I wish to offer an amendment 
I received this morning a 
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a from Mrs. Arabella Riley, the widow of | 


eneral Riley, who died some two or three years 
ago in the service, which I ought to have pre- 
sented. His history, I suppose, is known to 
every member of the Senate. We all knew him, 
for we saw him here in the decline of life from 


disease contracted in the service; I think every- | 
| body in the country knows that; and Lmove to | 


amend the amendment by adding the namo of 


| Mrs. Riley, widow of General Riley, who died 





of disease contracted in the Mexican war. 


Mr. GRIMES. General Riley died of cancer, | 


if I recollect aright. 

dir. SEWARD. He died of a disease of the 
bowels, attended with cancer, which consumed 
and wasted him away. 


| lars more, and so on. 


Mr. IVERSON. So far as’regards the discrim- || 


ination between the two cases, I do not think it 


and he died in his bed. He died from natural 
causes. He did not die from any wounds received 
in battle. 
in the line of the service, there would be no neces- 


| sity for his widow coming to Congress to Bea pen 
en- | 


sion. She would only have to apply to the 
sion Office, and, under the eau ie. she would 
receive a pension. But I apprehend it is not one 
of those cases in which, under the law, the widow 


not a case in which the officer died from disease 
contracted in the service; but from such a disease 
as he would have contracted, probably, if fe had 
never been in the service. 


If he had died from disease contracted | 


| would be entitled to a pension, andtherefore it is | 


|| When the proper time comes. 
- : ore : 
has muth merit. General Smith was inthe Army, || 
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ciple is that predicated? I know there are one or 
two exceptions to the general rule. You made 
an exception at the last Congress, in favor of Mrs. 
Gaines. There was no reason on the face of the 
earth why her case shovld have been taken out 
of the ordinary rule. The rule heretofore has 
been, in all cases—until, I believe, Mrs. Gaines's 
case at the -last Congress—to give to those wid- 
ows the half pay of a lieutenantcolonel, and noth- 
ing beyond that. You went beyond thatin Mrs. 
Gaines’s case, and you are now opening the door 
again, and pursuing the same bad precedent, to 
give Mrs. Smith fifty dollars a month; and then 
the next widow will come and ask for fifty dol- 
So you are breaking down 
the rule which Congress has established in all 
such cases heretofore. I shall move to reduce 
the amount from fifty to thirty dollars a month, so 
as to conform to the rule heretofore established, 
I have no objec- 
tion now to putting on Mrs. Riley's case. [It is 

uite as goodas Mrs. Smith’s or Mrs. Macomb’s, 

have no doubt of that, though it bas not met the 
recommendation of the committee; but it is not 
in order, I suppose, until the amendment I have 
offered is acted upon. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move it as an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. 1VERSON. Then I have no ebjection to it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg to ask the Senator from 
Mississippi, who is well acquainted with General 
Riley and his wife, how far | am correct in what 


‘| T stated in regard to him? 


|| short of what was due to that gallant officer. 


General Macomb died here, it is true, while in | 


the service of the United States. 


He was here, | 


stationed where the law made it necessary for him | 


to live. He could not go out into active service, 


because the law made this the head-quarters of the | 


| Major General-in-Chief of the Army, and he lived 


here under the requirements of the law. He was 


one of the most gallant men that ever belonged to | 


our Army; and he has reflected as much honor, 
credit, and glory on the American arms, proba- 
bly, as any man who has ever fought for us. He 
was commander at Plattaburgz—one of the most 


brilliant conflicts of the last war with Great Brit- | 


ain; and he was selected, after the war, to be the 
general-in-chief, in preference to General Scott 
and other generals, I believe, by Mr. Adams, who 
was then President of the United States. He died, 
and left his widow poor. I understand she is 
really in salinenanel circumstances; and, if any- 
body needs the bounty of this Government, she 
needs it as much as Mrs. Smith, and I declare, 


considering her circumstances, that she needs it | 


more, 


It is said she keeps house here. I know 


housekeeper, and all that. I do not ape from 
personal knowledge of Mrs. Macomb, because 


my acquaintance with her is very limited; but I | 


understand from good authority that she is in 
embarrassed circumstances. What may be the 
condition of Mrs. Smith, I know nothing about; 
but this is a mere application to the bounty and 
generosity of the Government in both cases, and 
I think one stands on as high a footing as the 
other. The case of Mrs. Riley I know nothing 
about. I am willing to vote to put that on also, 
though I shall vote against the bill ih any and 
every shape in which it can be presented. 

There seems to me to be a very great injustice 
and favoritism, if I may so express myself, in 
giving these bounties to the widows of officers, 
and excluding them entirely from the widows of 
soldiers. You never give the widow of a soldier 


a pension, unless she brings herself within the | 
provisions of tae law. You never give pensions, | 
as a mefe act of bounty, where the soldier dies | 


in the ordinary discharge of his duties, and frem 
disease contracted while he is in the discharge of 
those duties. You never give their widows any 


| bounties; you never give them any pensions, that 


| 


I know of. There may, perhaps, be some ex- 
ceptional cases. But whenever the widows of of- 
ficers come before Congress, they always find 
friends to give these pensions to them. 

Here is a case that is taken out of the somety 
rule. Heretofore, these pensions have been al- 
lcwed at the rate of the half pay of a lieutenant 


colonel, and nothing beyond that, and that is only | 


thirty dollars a month; but you propose to give 
Mrs. Smith fifty dollars a month. On what prin- 


|'a woman may be very poor, and yet a good | 


—emmniamemmamreiiaiaes 
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Mr. DAVIS. It only fell 
Gen- 
eral Riley entered the service about the period of 
the increase of the Army under Mr. Jefferson. He 
was a subaltern in Forsyth’s riflemen on the Ca- 
nadian frontier, distinguished at an early period 
for his gallantry, and marked by the most haughty 
defiance of death whenever he was seen in battle; 
and so it continued to extreme age. It was said 
of him at the battle of Cherubusco, that he walked 


eaurely correct. 


| between his own line and that or the eee under 


the cross-fire of both. I knew him well; I served 
under his command. <A beaver man, a kinder- 
hearted man, or a truer-hearted man, never lived. 
After the close of the Mexican campaign, in which 
he figured conspicuously on both of the great lines 
of operation, he went to California; and there civil 
duties devolved upon him, vexations to which he 
had been unaccustomed. He returned broken in 
health; and if his death was not the result of his 
military campaign, it was because he was not al- 
lowed to recover fromthe fatigues and exposures 
of that, before he was submitted to new and still 
more embarrassing trials to him. 

I think, Mr. Presidént, these are all meritorious 
eases. I concur with the Senator from Georgia 
in all he said in favor of General Macomb; and 
no one has yet detracted anything from General 
Smith. Hes worthy of the praise which the Sen- 
ator from lowa has bestowed upon him. They 
are three highly meritorious cases. The widows 
are left poor. And here I will say, that I was 
struck with astonishment at the argument of the 
Senator from Georgia, claiming that an invidious 
distinction was made in treating the widow of the 
officer differently from that of the enlisted man. 

The widow of the enlisted man suffers usually 
little by his death. It would be an extraordinary 
case if she were to be seen for years in weeds as 
the widows of these gaiiant men sti!l are. There 
is no parallelism in the cases. There is no just 
application intheargument. Itis notmerely that 
one is commissioned and the other is enlisted; but 
it is that the wife of one is left destitute by his 
death, and the orher scarcely affected. 

The Senator from Georgia is mistaken, too, in 
the argument he makes as to the amount which 
may be allowed—quite mistaken. The pay ofa 
lieutenant colonel of engineers, topagrap ical en- 
gineers, or ordnance, or the pay of a lieutenant 
colonel of mounted dragoons, cavalry, riflemen, 
or light infantry, is ninety-five dollars a month. 

Mr. CLAY. What is that? 

Mr. DAVIS. The lastact; the present pay of 
the Atmy. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator knows the former 
pay of the lieutenant colonel was sixty dollars a 
month. The Senator from Georgia was right 
about that, and I feel bound to sustain him. These 
pensions were all, until within the last es, 
or two, regulated by the former pay law, and the 
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highest pension allowed to the widow of any offi- 


THE 








|| she resides in this city; but I am informed, 


cer or to any invalid officer was the half pay of || and from the best information I have, i believe, she 


a licutengnt colonel of infantry, according to the | 


previous law. That half pay was thirty dollars 
a month, according to my recollection. I am very 
positive the highest pension was thirty dollars; 
and, under the law, without a special enactment, 
if General Scott had been retired as an invalid of- 
ficer, he- would only have got thirty dollars a 
month. It was for that reason that I opposed, at 
the last session, the increased amount of fifty dol- 
lars, that was granted in one or two cases, 

Mr. DAVIS. I am familiar with this matter of 
the increase of the pay of the Army; I was coming 
to that; and I ask, is there anything more absur 


than to say that you will go back to the old pay | 


|| Mr. 


in fixing the pension of the widow, though cir- 
cumstances have shown you that the pay of the 
officers should be increased? What reason is 
there in it? If the cost of living has increased, or 





is needing aid. 1 have had, this moment, placed 
| in my hands a letter from her to the Senator from 
| Mississippi, in which she says: 
“If I get it, it will not be more than I paid for my late 
| husband’s debts.” 
| She was the wife, I believe, of the latter part of 
| the life of General Macomb; and, as she says, the 
/amount she has paid of her husband’s debts out 


| of her own means would be as much as would be 
i 


in other words the value of money has declined, | 


and you have found it necessary to increase the 
sum to be paid per month, why should you ad- 
here to the old measure in giving pensions? The 
two things hold together; they belong to each 
other. Itis a relic of a former error. 

Mr. 1VERSON. Fifty dollars is more than 
half the pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

Mr. DAVIS. A lieutenant colonel gets ninety- 
five dollars. 

Mr. IVERSON. Of infantry? 

Mr. DAVIS. No; in the cavalry, and in the 
mounted riflemen. It so happens that General 
Smith had command of mounted riflemen, and 
was entitled to the pay of a mounted rifleman until 
vromoted to the grade of brigadier general. I 
oes had occasion at a former time, and I will not 
weary the Senate, particularly as thereare so many 
empty benches, by going over the argument now, 
further than to say itis due to ourselves, and it 
is due to justice that we should either give the 
Army officers sufficient pay to enable them to pro- 
vide for their famuies in the event of their decease, 
or, if we keep them down toa pay so low that 
they can barely subsist on it, we should provide 
for their families in the event of their death. It 
is a question of policy—an economical question. 
Will you raise every officer’s pay, so that each 


may provide for his aeer. in the event of his || 
e 


decease; or will you provide for the exceptional 
cases that come before you in this form, widows 
asking relief, after the death of their husbands? 


I have always been willing—my friend from Ala- |) 


bama and myself differ about that—to make the 
law general, to extend it to ®very one so circum- 
stanced ; but Ido feel that the three cases which are 
now presentéd, are cases of extraordinary merit. 
Those who differ from me as to the propriety of 
the general rule, may still concur with me as to 
the propriety of allowing it in these three cases. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I am not a military man; 
nor do I suppose that what little I might person- 
ally say could help any one of these parties to aid 
even here; but I cannot permit the case of Gen- 
2ral Macomb’s widow to pass without saying a 
wordas due from my own State. General Macomb 
nad the command at Plattsburg when our front- 
er was invaded by a powerful enemy, when the 
people of the State of Vermont were in great peril, 
and we went to his assistance—I say we, because 
I was among the individuals who went to him, 
and served with him on that occasion. He did 
a great service, not only to the nation, but partic- 
ularly and peculiarly to the State to which I be- 
jong That State has had.an opportunity to ex- 
press its gratitude for his services on that occasion. 
he State manifested its gratitude to him, not 
merely by empty resolutions, but by giving him 
the title toa very valuable farm in sight of the 
battle-ground on which he encountered theenemy. 
They bear grateful recollections still of his mem- 
ory and his family; and I feel it my privilege on 


1} 
1) 
| 
| 


| 


i] 
| 








this occasion to add my feeble voice to the desire | 


which is expressed that his widow may not be 
neglected in our ministrations. She is, 1 believe, 
now in need; and at least her case is a strong one 
to my mind; very much stronger than the case of 
Mrs. Gaines, who was allowed the same amount 
Jast year. Her husband did not die of wounds 
contracted in the service, 
out their lives in the service of their country to 
their days’end. Their widows were left in ne- 
cessity. I am not personally acquainted with 


Both these men served || 


granted to her by this bill, if her name be inserted 
init, as I think it should be. I hope there will be 
no such invidious distinction made between the 
case of Mrs. Gaines at the last Congress, and that 
of Mrs. Macomb at this session. . 
MALLORY. Mr. President, I know 
somewhat of the widow of General Macomb, and 
am very glad to see a movement made here to 
_make her claim an amendment to this bill. As 
to the question whether she stands in need of this 
pension or not, I am not able to say, nor would it 
govern my vote. I would notinquire into that at 
all, though I believe she stands in need of it. I 


| 
| 


|| suppose the object of giving a pension at all to 


_ those who, like soldiers, are supposed, in the ex- 
, ecution of their duty, to face death almost daily, 
is to remove from their minds—and thus make 
| them more serviceable to the country—that anxiety 
| which every honest man must feel for the fate of 

those who are dependent upon him. It is a part 
| of the moral power of the country thus to relieve 
the soldier’s mind of all anxiety in an hour of 
fear for those who come behind him. But the 


|| policy of the law seems to be that he shall die 


either of wounds received in battle, or by diseases 
| contracted in the service. He may have passed 
through an entire military career at the head of 
his corps; he may have been the Bayard of the 
| Army, without fear and without reproach, tread- 
| ing every path of duty fearlessly and honorably; 
| he may ce gone through a long life, and placed 
himself at the very head of the Army; and yet, if 
he should be struck down by disease, calamity, 
pestilence, famine, accident, his widow would re- 
ceive nothing whatever. He must die of a dis- 
ease received in the Army, or of wounds. It isa 
premium held out to tempt honorable men and 
their widows to impose upon the committees of 
| Congress their diseases as contracted in the Army; 
| and thus we hear, session after session, assertions 
that certain individuals have died of diseases con- 
tracted in the service, when it is well known— 
| as well Known as any other fact which is notori- 
| ous,and yet not brought down to a mathematical 
_demonstration—that they die of those casualties 
| and diseases by which men are ordinarily carried 
| off. 
| Nor was the case put here by my friend from 
| Georgia, the leading case on this point. We 
passed, some yearsago, a pension for Mrs. Worth, 
the wife of a very distinguished officer, who did 
not die of a disease contracted in the service, or 
of wounds received in the Army, and “a her 
the highest pension known to the law—fifty dol- 
| larsa month. If there be no general law (and I 
| know there is none) under which this case can 
| come, [ am in favor, in cases of this kind, where 
| the whole country is satisfied of the deserving 
merits of the parties whose widows come here, of 
making provision for them. Fortunately for us, 
nothing need be said of the career of General Ma- 
/comb. His whole career is part of the military 
_ history of the country, and his services, reaching 
far through the light of time, confer more moral 
power on this Government than do a thousand 
common officers; and this Government comes off 
very cheaply, indeed, with a small pittance to the 
oikesr for such an officer. If wé could possibly 
be guarantied the possession of such officers as 
Gencral Macomb, I should never rise here to ques- 
tion the duty of Congress to maintain their wid- 
ows throughout their natural life. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, if it is at all 
necessary, in regard to the case of Mrs. Macomb, 
that it should be known that she is in need of this 

ension, I beg leave to state that for a year or two 
havebeen a confidant of her condition and cir- 
cumstances, and I know, more painfully than I 
would desire to express, that there is a necessity 
| on her part for this provision, 
| Mr. GRIMES. I regret exceedingly that the 
chairman of the committee is not here to defend 


| 


the condition of the widow of General Macomb; || it— 
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Mr. SEWARD. He would not defend jt if h 
was here. Let it pass. . 
Mr. GRIMES. Orsome other gentleman who 
| is on that committee, for I understood that these 


reports were nearly unanimous—one in fayor of 
Mrs. Smith, and one against Mrs. Macomb, | ay, 
not the special advocate of the reports in citho, 
case; but I understood that the fale had been es. 
tablished in prior Congresses that pensions should 
be granted only to the widows of those who had 
died from wounds contracted in actual service or 
through disease contracted in actual service; and 
in undertaking to act on this general principle, ag 
an organ of the Committee on Pensions, I made 
a report adverse to the Lill in relation to Mrs 
Macomb. If the Senate see fit tochange the goy. 
eral rule, I shall acquiesce in the decision, ang if 

that is to be the decision I wish to submit another 
;amendment. Residing in the neighborhood jy 
| which I do, is the widow of two officers of the 
| Army. 
| Mr. MALLORY. Is that in order? 

Mr. GRIMES. I have not submitted any 
amendment yet; but I wish to state what I intend 
todo. Residing in the neighborhood where | do, 
| is the widow of two officers of the amy. Those 

She 
| 








| officers were lieutenants of infantry. is the 
widow of each of them. She is in quite as abject 
P verty as either of the ladies whose names haye 


cen mentioned in this connection. She has pot 
| the social position in the city of Washington that 





some other ladies have; she is not able to bring 
| so many influences, perhaps, to bear on mem- 
| bers of Congress as oe ladies are able to bring, 
but she is quite as deserving as any, and if this 
amendment is to be adopted, I shall propose to 
add the name of that lady. 
Mr. WIGFALL. 
not be pressed. 
Mr. GRIMES. I do not submit it now. 
Mr. PUGH. I agree with the Senator from 
Towa that, in a thin Senate, it is certainly not ad- 
visable to set aside the general law on the subject 
of pensions. We know these cases have all been 
debated before; and if there is a demand for them 
now, if this bill is to have put on it first the case 
of one lady, and then another, I think the Senator 
from Iowa is right: we had better put them ali 
together, and then lay the bill over until we cay 
have a full Senate to vote upon it, and not vote 
on it now. If the bill is to be pressed to a vote at 
esent, I shall ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Seu- 
| ator call for the yeas and nays on the amendment 
to the amendment? 
| Mr. PUGH. No, sir; I do not object to any 
| one of the cases more than another. I presume 
| they are all alike. 
Mr. BENJAMIN I have hitherto been op- 
| posed to the granting of special pensions in oppo- 
sition to the general provisions of the law; but! 
desire to express my thanks to the Senator from 
Mississippi, the chairman of the Committee ou 


I trust that amendment wi! 


Military Affairs, for his remarks to-day, whici 
have changed my opinion on the subject. I had, 
up to the present time, regarded these pensions as 
somewhat anomalous in a Government like ours. 
[ did not look at the subject in the light in whici 
it was presented to-day by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi; that is to say, that according to our t\- 
publican system, we have a regular Army whos’ 
officers are paid a bare subsistence for themselves 
end their families during their lives; that they are 
utterly unable to accumulate anything for the sup- 
port of those they leave behind them; and whet 
allant and distinguished officers, who have tir 
Sered services to the country, services such 
have been rendered by these three great mel, 
General Smith, Genel Riley, and General Ma- 
comb; when I see officers like these leave widows 
who make application to their country for the 
moderate pittance of fifty dollars a month as 4 
pension for their support during their lives, Tani 
very glad that the Senator from Mississipp! |i" 
iven mea basis on which I can give a votc tor 

if will vote for the bill with the greatest pleasut’. 
Mr. HALE. I shall vote for these cases, ev") 
one of them; but I desire to enter my protestogall’s' 
a remark which has fallen from the honorable 5 
ator from Louisiana, and that is, that we pay °' 
officers a mere pittance. We are paying the 
sir,a very high salary. We are paying our ev" 
tenant general $18,000. year; we are payiig \') 
many gentlemen in this city—I have not the 
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Register } 
“amen who do no duty, except to go to their offices 
= spend from three to five hours a day there, 
four, five, and six thousand dollars a year, and I 
think in some instances higher than that. I wish 
| had here the book that was published last year 
showing these allowances. We are paying them 
altogether too much; and ae for these 
widows rested upon that consideration, I should 
against them. But I shall vote forthem, be- 
i think it is due to them, in accordance with 
that the Government has adopted in 


yote 
cause i' 
the polic y 


similar cases heretofore. You have paid to the | 


widow of General Worth, and to the widow of 
General Gaines, this sum, and I believe these wid- 
ows are entitled to it. While I vote for these pen- 
sions, | hope that the session will not pass away 
before we shall passa bill cutting down some very 
extraordinary and extravagantallowances that are 
made to our Aray officers, in accordance with the 
principle of the bill that was reported by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs at‘the last Congfess, 
and which received the sanction of this body, and 


failed to become a law through the action of the | 


other House, principaHy, I believe, for the reason 
that itreduced the lieutenant general from $18,000 
down to the pittance of ten or twelve thousand a 
year! 
{am unwilling that these claims, which I desire 

to support, should be based on an appeal founded | 
on such a ground. 

Mr. PUGH. Ido not wish to say anything 
against any of these bills; but I object to this log- 
rolling of bills. Let each case come up on its 
merits. Iam inclined to vote for the case of the 
widow of General Smith, and I do not know but 
that I shall vote far the others. I voted for the 
bill for Mrs. Gaines and for Mrs. Jones. Iam 
willing to vote for any proper case that can be 


| 


I hope to see these abuses corrected; and | 


fairly stated; but this getting of three or four or | 
five or six cases into one bill, in order that all who | 


are in favor of one shall vote for all, seems to me 
to be a very discreditable system of legislation; 
and, the Committee on Pensions having reported 
against one of these very cases that is now offered 


as an amendment, and there having been no ap- | 


plication as to the other, and no report froma 
committee, it seems to me we are departing from 
all prudence. Let us take the original bill, put 
it on its passage, and then, if it can be shown that 


the Committee on Pensions have erred in regard | 


. . . 
tothe case of Mrs. Macomb, it will be time enough 


to bring in a bill for her; but I think this conneet- | 


ing of all these cases together is wrong, and if it 
be adhered to, I shall certain] 
gestion of the Senator from Iowa, to add every 
case of every widow that can be suggested, be- 
cause there certainly is as much propriety in add- 
tng all as there is in adding two. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I merely desire to say one 
word in reference to the remarks of the Senator 


from New Hampshire. I do not mean to answer | 


what he has said now, because I am afriad I shall 
jeopard the passage of the billby so doing; but I 
esire to enter my protest against what he said, 
and to say that I shall answer him hereafter. 
Mr. HALE. There is protest against protest. 
Mr. IVERSON. I think this whole system is 


one of mere bounty, in which there is not a par- 
ticle of justice. i 


vote for the sug- || 


he Senator fronr Mississippi, || 


and the Senator from Louisiana, say they are | 


ready to vote for this bill, because our officers get 


amere subsistence, and when they die they leave | 


their widows poor, and therefore they are entitled 
to the generosity of the Government. Now, I 


assert the fact, that the officers of the American | 


Army are better paid than the officers of any 
army in the world. The French officers are not 
paid as well, the British officers are not paid as 
well, What is the pay of a brigadier gen@fal in 
your service? General Twiggs and General Wool 
set about eight thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is the Senator able to tell us 
what the Duke®f Wellington received as a mili- 
tary officer up to the time of his death? 


Mr. IVERSON. The Duke of Wellington was | 


an extraordinary and exceptional case, and we 
‘ave made the case of General Scott exceptional. 
© gave him $33,090 to start with, giving him 
* ‘teutenant general’s pay back I do not know 
ee long. The Duke of Wellington fought the 
ttle of Waterloo, and he had a vast amount of 





| 
| 


| 
| 


| 





| thousand dollars a year. 


officers in any foreign service. 


Mr. DAVIS. 
generals ? 


if the legislators of America are not paid higher 
than those of Great Britain ? 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 apprehend not nearas well 
as the legislators of some Governments. Some 
one familiar with the matter, behind me, says we 
are not paid anything like the legislators of France. 
In Great Britain they do notgetany pay regularly 


| from the Government, but get much greater pay 


in some other way. But to come back to the 
original proposition, I say that the officers of our 
Army are better paid than any army in the world, 
and they are better paid than any other officers in 


before me, but I think we are paying gen- || of the American Army are better paid than the | 


How would the Duke of Ma- | 
genta’s pay compare with that of some of our | 


the American Government. They are much bettér | 


paid than our naval officers, and you propose 
now to increase the pay of naval officers to bring 
it up to that of the Army officers. 
A brigadier general in the American service 
has from seven to eight thousand dollars a year, 
—more than twice as much as any Governor of 
any State of this Union, except California; and 
there is not a colonel of your Army that does not 
get from thirty-five to forty-five hundred dollars 
a year, and it ts increased every five years of his 
life. He gets an additional ration at thirty cents 
a day per ration, for every five years’ service. So 
it goes on; and the second and first lieutenants 


A 


of your Army get from eighteen hundred to two | 


Men who are just out 
of their academy, who are unmarried, and who 
have nobody to support but themselves, are paid 
from fifteen hundred to eighteen hundred dollars 
a year. Where in the world are there men who 
receive better salaries? Nowhere. Here is an 
officer of the Army who comes to you, and begs 
for the office, for ifa vacancy occurs there are five 
hundred applicants for it. They press the Gov- 
ernment for these offices; they urge their appoint- 
ment; they demand it at the hands of every friend 
they have. They are constantly boring mem- 
bers of Congress, and everybody who has any in- 


they get them they go on and spend their money 
and tlien come to the Government to support their 
families. That is the long and the short of it. 
There is no justice in it, in my opinion; it is a 


| mere gratuity; it is taking money out of the pock- 


| ets of the honest yeomanry of the country to pan- 





tuity conferred upon him by the British Par- || 


lament 


der to the extravagance of your efficcrs and their 
families. 

What right have you to take my money, or 
anybody else’s money, to give away to these in- 
dividuals? There is no justice in it; there is no 
right in it. You levy taxes upon the poor classes 
in the country, put them into your Treasury, and 
then take out their money to feed and fatten the 
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Did General Gaines contract a disease in the line 
of his duty? By no means. You gave fifty dol- 
lars a month to the widow of Adjutant General 
Jones, who died here, not of disease necessarily 


| contracted in battle. Neither did General Smith. 
Mr.GRIMES. Iask the Senator from Georgia || 


He died in his bed from ordinary disease, as I 
understand, and from no disease which he might 
The cases are 
just as strong, one as the other. I am against 
the whole system; but I hope the Senate will add 
on these amendments in this case, and then I shall 
vote against the whole. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I did not 
petpone to join in this debate; I came into the 

{all not knowing that any of these claims would 
be brought up for consideration, and | must con- 
fess that, like my friend from Louisiana, I have 
received some light on this question; and some 
impressions which I had, have been removed. I, 
unlike him, though, have been swayed in different 
directions. The eloquence and the arguments of 
my friend from Mississippi first induced me to 
look favorably upon these claims; but then rose 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and then my 
friend from Georgia, and I am somewhat torn by 
conflicting emotions. If the two Senators last 
named be right, and I presume they are, | would 
suggest to them that they introduce a resolution, 
if not a bill, and propose to farm out the lieuten- 
ant generaley to the lowest bidder. As a matter 
of course, it requires no,cducation; it requires no 
ability; it is a matter of dollars and cents, and to 
the lowest bidder it should be given, as other 
Government contracts! Let how that 
would operate. 

We are told that Army officers are paid too 
much; that they are paid $1,800 a year actually 
when they first come into the Army. Why, sir, 
there is scarcely a clerk in one of the Departments 
here that does not get $1,800, and he is required 
only to be able to add up a line of figures, and 
write a good hand; but a young man of capacity, 
one who would be an ornament to any position 
in life, who goes to the Military Academy, stays 
there for five years, has the capacity to compre- 


us see 


| hend all the sciences necessary to be understood 
fluence, to get them these appointments;and when |! 


in order to make a soldier, who, when he leaves 
that academy, is almost ready in fact to take com- 
mand of an army, (and we have seen during the 
last war with Mexico that this is true,) actually 
receives $1,800. year! During the Mexican war 
men were taken from civil life and placed in com- 
mand of brigades and divisions, but they called 
about them the education and genius of the Army, 


| and traded on the capital that the Government 


Army officers and their families, to whom you | 


pay all their lives a higher salary than is paid to 
any officer of the Government. We get $3,000 a 


year, it is true; but I apprehend that our services, | 
under all the circumstances, will compare favor- | 


ably with the services of the officers of your Army; 
because, although sometimes they are engaged 
in arduous service, perhaps three months out of 
every four they are capering ‘‘ nimbly in a lady’s 
chamber to the lascivious pleasing of a lute.’’ 
Camepiet-) They are at any rate iale the greater 
portion of their time. 

I do not intend to detract from the merits of 
the officers of the American Army. 


supplied them, though that capital is paid $},800 
a year; and they won victories in a foreign land 
and added glory to the flagof ourcountry. That 
is the truth, and there is no Senator in this Cham- 
ber who does not know that it is so; and that the 
compliments which have been paid to the militia 
and to the volunteers are a tribute to the West 
Point Academy. 

Under these circumstances the question arises 
whether these flings should be made on an occa- 
sion of this sort, first at the whole Army and then 
at the widows of these distinguished officers? I 
am as much opposed as any one to a squandering 
of public money; but niggardliness is not always 


, economy, and sometimes it results in actual ex- 


| travagance. 


You had much better pay a suffi- 
cient salary to officers in the Army and according 
to their grade, to induce men of capacity, men 


| who can support themselves in other avocations 


gallant set of men, and perform service to the | 


country, and are ready at all times to perform it, 


| perhaps as gloriously as any men on the face of 


the earth;.but I say the Government pays them | 


well, prys them high, pays them quite as much 
as they deserve. I voted, four years ago, to in- 
crease the pay of the Army officers; I then thought 
it was.too low, but now [think it is high enough; 
and I am not disposed to put my hand into the 


| Treasury, where the people’s money has been 


deposited, to take that which is drawn from the 
sweat of the honest laborer and turn it over to the 
payment of the widows of officers of the Army, 
who, if they had been ordinarily economical and 
prudent, ought to have laid up enough for the 
support of their families. I think it is unjust; 
but I apprehend the case of Mrs. Macomb is just 
as good as that of Mrs. Smith. In the case of 


But it is literally true that the officers || Mrs. Gaines, you gave her fifty dollars a month. | 





They are a |) 


| opposed to taking in the rank and file. 


of life, to remain there. Itis economy to pay 
such salaries as would secure ability in the Army; 
but to reduce the pay to such an extent that no 
man who could support himself in any other 
avocation would go into the Army, is actually ex- 
travagance and a waste of money. You had much 
better have no Army. 

When you consider that these are exceptional 
cases of giving pensions~only to the widows of 
distinguished officers, it shows it cannot lead to 
any very greatabuse, or to any great expenditure 
of money. It is not every officer who is distin- 
guished. There are but few. It is not every of- 
ficer who occupies such a position, and before us 
we have now three isolated cases. I would be 
I would 
be utterly opposed to extending this thing any 
further; but here are the widows of three distin- 


| guished men, as I am tpld, in indigent circum- 


stances, and asking this poor boon from ther 
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country. In compliment to the dead, and justice | 


to the living, I shall vote for the appropriation. 

Mr. GREEN. 
certain matter attended to in executive session. 

Several Senators. Let us take a vote. 

Mr. CAMERON, 
bill. E 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.] The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from New York to the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia. 


to 


It is very important to have a | 


I hope we shall finish this | 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, my colleague | 
frequently tells us, no doubt very properly and | 
justly, in his opinion, that we do not attend to the | 


claims of citizens on this Government; but, in my 


judgment, the complaint is not well founded, for 


You 


the very reason that occurs here to-day. 


may take up the Calendar, and you will find that | 


probably ninety-nine out of a hundred of the 
cases on it are appeals, and wrong acer to the 
ar of the Government; and those are the 
arge meritorious class of people from whom gen- 
tlemen say we are withholding justice ! ow, 


take this original bill. The officer for whose widow | 


it provides, had a brief but very brilliant career. 


He was a man who did the country much service. | 


{ knew him well; and he was one of the very best | 


models of an officer. I had the highest respect 
for him. He entered the service probably at not 
a less compensation than three or four thousand 
dollarsa year. Very soon it was carried from four 
thousand to five thousand dellars. He was in the 
Army a not more than eight years of his 
life, and certainly not more than ten; and his com- 
pensation averaged him more than five thousand 


dollars a a) which, I say, considering the | 
1 


claims on 
of the President of the United States. [ say con- 
sidering theclaims; because there are certain social 
necessities that devolve on the President that are 
as unyielding as law. 

This officer entered your service when he was 
perhaps sixty years of age, averaged $5,000 a 

ear while he was in it, and now the American 
eines is asked to pension his widow for life. Itis 
wrong in principle, and unjust to the country; 


and I make the point with no desire to say ys 
ie 


thing against this officer, or the recipient of t 
bill. Perhaps no one sympathizes with them 
more than I do. Nobody would go further to 
relieve them, or would feel more keenly their des- 
titution, their poverty, or their sorrow. 
we ought to base our legislation on principle. 
These special oe are wrong and unjust to 
the country. 

person who enters your service dies in the dis- 
charge of his duty, that is, if he is killed in battle 


im, is higher than the compensation | 


/ 


| the circumstances. 


the pension laws, within their equity, but not 


/most excellent people; they could wield an in- |; 


|| ajust principle, bring in from his committee a bill 
| to pension all persons under like circumstances? 
_How many votes would it get here? 


just to the subaltern, who spends his days and 
nights in the public service, that he shall be al- 
lowed to die and leave his widow penniless, and | 
his orphans without a farthing, if he has not been 
a distinguished man, if he has not been the friend 
of Senators and Representatives; if his wife is too 
poor, or is unable, from the misfortunes of edu- | 
cation or other reasons, to come here and plead 
her cause before Senators, and get their promise | 
to vote for a pension for her? If the pension be 
necessary, give it to all, fix it, make a rule. Itis 
unjust and iniquitous to give it to those who press 
you the most, or to the widows of the best and 
most influential men. Do justice to all the peo- 
»le; give to the poor and humble widow of the 
fontmnant or captain, who cannot come here to 





make her petition. For like service, for a like | 
time of service, for a like kind of séfvice, for the | 
like circumstances of death, if you intend to be | 
just, give them all the same compensation. But 
when you act in the way now proposed, you Vio- | 
late a principle of justice; you do nothing but evil | 
in the public service; you demoralize it? you are 
unjust to the country, unjust to the Army, and 
unjust to the public service. 

There might be a case within the principle of | 


within the strict letter. That is a fair case for 
legislation, and the only case for legislation. This 
is not of that character; nor is it extraordinary in 
In the cases referred to by 
my colleague, the cases of Mrs. Gaines and of | 
iss. Jones, they had friends here; they were | 


| 
| 
| 


fluence from their very virtues, well known to all | 
of us; but as for their having any rights in equity | 
or justice, nobody pretends it. Why doves not 
the Military Committee bring in a bill that per- 
sons under the circumstances of these people— 
why does not my friend from Mississippi, if it be 


It would 


not get his, I presume. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is not the duty of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, or I should have long 
since brought in a bill expressing at least my own 
views on the subject. If the Committee on Pen- 
sions think it belongs to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, | may do so yet. 

r. TOOMBS. My friend and I both under- 





|| stand this business very well. Whenever we want | 


| a question before us, it is easy to put it there; all | 


But, sir, | 


a gentleman has to do is to offer a resolution for 


|| his committee to inquire into it; and if he thinks 
|| the public interests demand it, if he supposes such | 


ou have laws by which, when a | 


j 
| 
i 


or dies from wounds contracted in battle, his widow | 


receives an allowance for so many years. That 
is a contract, not a gratuity, ard that is right. 
This, however, does not come within that rule. 
When a man enters the service asa lieutenant, as 
you have just heard, he gets a very large compen- 
sation. My colleague is perfectly correct in say- 


ing that, in the lower ranks in our Army, we pay | 
higher than any Government in the world; and | 


in that respect | think our system is the worst of 


all. The system in foreign countries, I think, isa | 


good one—great rewards for great services. They 
put the compensation of their public servants on 
the value of that kind of talent which the Gov- 
ernment wants, and when you depart from that 
rule you depart from all principle, and open wide 
the door to corruption. Now, you take a young 
man, probably at sixteen years of age, and edu- 
cate him, and at twenty he comes out, and, if he 


epee well, receives fifteen or sixteen hun- | 


red dollars a year at once. You keep him for 


forty years, until you want htm, because in time | 


of peace you have very little use for him, and 
even when you have war, for it seems, notwith- 
standing the large number of men we keep in ser- 
vice, that when there is a little Indian war you 
must have volunteers, and pay a million or two 
forthem. You keep your Army to pay, not to 
fight; because, when the fighting is to be done, 
you 5 among the people and call on them to do 
it. That is your practice. 

If it be proper and right that every person who 
serves the country in the Army ought to be pen- 


‘| lution, he would send it to the Committee on | 


|| Military Affairs, or the Committee on Pensions? | 


| 





| 
| 


alaw would be necessary and proper for the coun- 
try and the Army, it is very easy for him to get 
it before his committee. 


Mr. DAVIS. I willask the Senator from Geor- | 


gia, whether, if he were to introduce such a reso- 
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gress. Now, however, it seems that even when 
the proper committee report against ranting g 
panne any Senator feels at liberty to Propose 

ill for that purpose, upon the idea that it is oy) 
giving away the public money—giving it awa 
to the widows of excellent people and METitorioys 
officers, I admit; but it is against public policy. 
it is contrary to the interest either of the publ 
or of the Army; it is unjust to the officers who qo 
not get it, to the subaltern officer, and to the go}. 
dier himself. Why not extend this bounty te 
_ soldiers and their widows? They leave widows 

and they leave widows destitute. In such cases, 
in ninety-nine instances out of a hundred, they 
are cases of total destitution. Take the mass of 
the fifteen thousand men you have got in your 
| Army, and they would never be there, but fo; 
| destitution. They are driven by want into the 
service; and of course, when they die, if they have 
families; they leave nothing for them but to be the 
_ inmates of poor-houses. 
vs LANE. Will the Senator from Georgia 
ield ? 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I have done. 
Mr. LANE. I will ask the Senate now to 
| into executive session. There is a case which js 
| very important. Itislate. Weshall hardly get 
| through with this matter this evening. It is im. 
| portant that there should be prompt action in ex. 
ecutive session, before the mail goes out. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope we shall not quit 
this subject just now. The original bill is one 
for which everybody was willing to vote. Every. 
body was willing to allow the pension justly due 
| to the widow of General Smith. I regret very 
much that these amendments have been moved 
which have occupied time. I think there will be 
nothing more said, and we can take the question 
now. 

Mr. LANE. I think this bill will have a better 
chance at another meeting than this evening. We 
do not meet again until Monday, and it is import- 
ant to have an executive session before the mail 
goes out to-day. ‘. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the gentleman will prom- 
ise me to help get up the original bill some day 
next week, I shall not persist. 

Mr.GREEN. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
The first question will be on postponing the fur- 
ther noneeiadien of this subject until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it beto 
meet on Monday next. 
INDIAN TREATY APPROPRIATIONS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
Sane had passed a bill (H. R. No. 216) making 
appropriations for fulfillin 








treaty stipulations 


Mr. TOOMBS. If it was forthe Army, I think || with the Ponca Indians, and with certain bands of 


|| Affairs. 


Mr. DAVIS. _I mean just as you speak of. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If it was for military pen- 
sions, | would send itto the Committee on Military 
Affairs. I think it is the most appropriate place. 
I do not think the Committee on Hepuions ought 
to have os to do with pensions, except to 
look into the class I have named—cases within 
the equity of the law, but which, on account of 
the rules of the Department, or from some defect 
in proof, require an exceptional law. They may 
properly supply that defect, when a case is within 
the principle and the equity of the rule; but as 
for going out and taking up independent cases, 
I do not think they have any such right. Form- 
erly, if you look at the reports of the Committee 
on Pensions twenty i ago, when we had time 
to legislate, you will find that all pension cases 
were put upon principle; and I suppose it has 
been since I have been a member of Congress that 
the first one of these cases was passed that was 
ever ae outside of principle. 

When I was a younger man, I had somethin 
to do with these matters in the other House, ve 
1 looked into them a good deal, and it was always 


necessary in your report to show the principle, 


sioned, I put it to the candor, to the justice of || 
every Senator here, is it just to the soldier, is it || 


and that the principle had been sanctioned by pre- 
vious legislation. That was the ordinary tenor 


of the reports made to justify the action of Con- | 


I would send it to the Committee on Military 





Indians in the State of Oregon and Territory of 
Washington, for the year ending June 30, 1560; 
which was read twice by its title, and, on motion 
of Mr. Firzparrick, referred to the Committee 
on Finance. , 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 2, 1860. 


The House’ met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
y Rev. T. De Wirt Tarmace, of Syracuse, New 

ork. ’ 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE DOCUME . 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement prepared by the Register 
of the Treasury, of the expenditures of money 
appropriated for the discharge of miscellancous 
i! iutes not otherwise provided for, and paid out 
| of the Treasury during the fiseal year ending Juné 
| 30, 1859, as required by the act.of March 3, 1859; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 





Pa 


work 





= 


The SP 
communi 
acknowlet 
House of 
ing the Se 
the Hous 
directed 8 
into the a 
ung copi 
Gregory 
1859, orde 
navy-yar 
ton, .Vew 
Norfolk; 
document 
Morse, V 
Affairs, a 

The SE 
communi 
mituung & 
for the y' 
annual pa 
paid him 
the gross 
spects for 
preceding 
the supp! 
the table, 

SEV 


Mr. A 
jmous co 
and resol 
formatio? 

The S 
formatio) 

Mr. D. 
under or 
private I 
ready to 
matters. 
mittee of 
these res 
ing hour 

Mr. Al 
for I thin 

Mr. D 

Mr. A 
they sho 

Mr. 8’ 
tions can 

TheS 
objectior 
cannote 

Mr. A 
cide that 
read for 

TheS 
preambli 
read for 

Mr. N 
tion to v 
read, alt 

Mr. A 
the matt 
on!) | 
preambl 

The € 
preamb] 

Mr. k 
want to 
sey whe 
New Ye 

Mr. A 
while th 
lutions ? 

Mr. I 
from Nx 
previou 
an answ 
Thaver 

Mr. A 
Matter, 

Mr. |] 
reflect y 
it is onl 


* until hi 


from th 
Mr. J 
gentlem 
which | 
am am 
from th 
Mr. 


ue 









to go 
ich ig 
y get 
Ss im- 
Nn ex- 


quit 
$s one 
very- 
y due 

very 
loved 
ill be 
stion 


etter 
. We 
\port- 
mail 


rom- 


e day 


GHT.) 
e fur- 
rTOW, 


it be to 


tives, 
at the 
aking 
ations 
nds of 
ory of 

1860; 
rotION 
mittee 


: pro» 
iness; 
; were 


rayer 
7 
, New 


coved. 


com- 
sury, 
gister 
1oney 
neous 
id out 
June 
1859; 
to be 


Ts 


Pla 


° 


1860. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the Housga 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
acknowledging the receipt of a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of 16th ultimo, request- 
ing the Secretary of the Navy to communicate to 
the House the report of the board of naval officers 
directed some time during the year 1859 to inquire 
into the abuses of the navy-yards; and transmit- 
ting copies of the reports made by Commodore 
Gregory and others, who were, on the Ist of April, 
1859, ordered to examine into the condition of the 
navy-yards at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, and 
Norfolk; which communication, accompanying 


documents, and evidence, on motion of Mr. 





Morse, were referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Agairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication frem the War Department trans- 
mitting a transcript of the official Army Register 
for the year ending June 30, 1859, showi® the 
annual pay of each officer of the Army, the amount 
paid him for rations, servants, an forage, and 
the gross amount paid or allowed him in all re- 
spects for and on his account, for and during the 
preceding fiscal year, from eee for 
the support of the Army; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


SEVENTH REGIMENT OF NEW YORK. 
Mr. ADRAIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask the unan- 


imous consent of the House to offer a preamble 
and resolutions, which I hope will be read for in- 
formation. . 

The SPEAKER. They will be read for in- 
formation. - 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I would not object 
under ordinary circumstances; but, sir, this is 
private bill day, and a great many reports are 
ready to be made from committees on private 
matters. Besides, this is objection day in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
these resolutions are to consume any of the morn- 
ing hour, I object to them. 

Mr. ADRAIN. Lhavearight tohavethem read, 
for | think that they are privileged in their nature. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Not at all. 

Mr. ADRAIN. The Speaker has decided that 
they should be read for information. 

Mr. STANTON. The preamble and resolu- 
tions cannot be readexcept by unanimous consent. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that, if 


objection be made, the preamble and resolutions 
cannot even be read. 

Mr. ADRAIN. 
cide that the preamble and resolutions must be 
read for information. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that the 
preamble and resolutions will be permitted to be 
read for information. 

_ Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. The resolu- 
tion to which these resolutions are an answer was 
read, although it was not received. 

Mr. ADRAIN. There can be no discussion on 
the matter; nor do I ask for any. [Cries of ‘*Go 
on!’’] It is due to me and to the House that the 
preamble and resolutions should be read. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
preamble and resolutions. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, (interrupting.) I 
want to know from the gentleman from New 
sey whether he is aware that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Carter] is absent? 

Mr. ADRAIN. Is debate in order, Mr. Speaker, 
while the Clerk is reading the preamble and reso- 
lutions ? é' 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Canter] who moved the 


previous resolution, and to which it is said this is | 


an answer, is not in his seat; and it is that fact 

have risen to call to the attention of the House. 

aut ADRAIN. Ido not propose to discuss the 
er, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The resolutions 
reflect upon the gentlemag from New York, and 
it ls only fair that they should not be brought up 
until he is present. He is now absent, called 
from the city by illness in his family. 

Mr. ADRAI The resolution offered by the 
gentleman from New York the other day, and 


which reflected upon the committee of which I 
am a member, 


from the Hall. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Mlinois I only give 


au 


If | 


I understood the Chair to de- | 


er- | 


was brought up when I was absent 


| 
| 
| 


a ~ aa. sss 
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: ee ee ae 
notice that the gentleman from New York is not | 
present. | 

| 


The Clerk then concluded the reading of the 
preamble and resolution. They are as follows: 


Whereas a resolution was recently introduced into this 
House by the honorable gentleman from New York, Mr. | 
Carrer, reflecting on the committee which was appointed 
by this House to make arrangements for the inauguration 
of the equestrian statue of General Washington, whiéh res- 
olution charged them with a want of attention and hospi- 
tality to the Seventh regiment of citizen soldiers of New 
York city, invited by said committee to participate in said 
inauguration ; aud whereas the said resolution is wholly 
untrue, as fully appears from the facts disclosed in the fol- 
lowing letter from Colonel Hickey to Mr. Aprain, One of 
said committee : 


Wasnineton, February 25, 1860. 

Srr: In answer to your inquiry of this morning, I have 
the honor to state that the field, staff, and company officers 
ot the volunteers of this District, assembled at the railroad 
depot at four o’clock on the morning of the 22d instant, to 
receive the Seventh New York regiment, having under- 
stuod from one of its staff officers, who arrived here the 
evening before, that the regiment was expected to arrive 
at between four and five next morning. 

This duty was performed as well from military courtesy 
as in obedience to the wishes of the joint committee of Con- 
gress, who had charged me with the duty of receiving and 
providing quarters and entertainment for the visiting mil- 
itary. 

We remained awaiting the arrival of the Seventh regi- 
ment for four hours and a half, or until half past eight, when 
I received a telegraphic dispatch from Baltimore, that it 
would not start from that city until about nine o’clock, and 
would not arrive here for more than two hours thereafter. 
We were then compelled to leave the depot, to assemble 
our Own troops at the hour appointed in the programme, 
and to receive into line the regular troops and visiting vol- 
unteers from other States who had already arrivedin Wash- 
ington. In leaving the depot, however, a field officer and 
a staff officer were left there, with orders to remain until 
the arrival of the Seventh regiment, and to conduct it and 
the Baltimore battalion to the line or to the quarters pro- 
vided for them by direction of the joint committee; which 
duty those officers faithfully performed—the cars having 
arrived about twelve o’clock, and our two officers having 
been eight hours on duty awaiting their arrival. 

In about half an hour after the arrival of the cars, all the | 
troops, including the battalion that came with the Seventh | 
regiment from Baltimore, were on the ground at the City 
Hall and ready to form the column of escort, except the 
Seventh regiment, and, although those on the ground were 
suffering from wet and mud, they disclosed no impatience | 
whatever in awaiting the march of the Seventh regiment 
into jine, which took place about three hours thereafter; | 
and, although circumstances seemed to render it doubtful | 
whether the procession would be favored with the presence 
of that regiment, s0 reluctant were we to move without it, 
that patience did not flag, either on the part of the military 
or that of the assembled multitude of many thousands of 
our citizens of both sexes. I mention this fact to show the 





universal feeling of courtesy and regard towards the Seventh || 


—— and in answer to your inquiries. 

n conformity with the directions of the joint committee 
of Congress, an entertainment fomthe Seventh regiment, 
and the other visiting military from a distance, had been 
provided by the volunteers at ({#® Columbian Armory, and 
I invited Colonel Lefferts and his entire regiment to par- 
ticipate in it, in order to afford the joint committee, who 
were expected to be represented there, (and who were so 
represented,) the other visiting troops who were there, and 
the District volunteers, an opportunity of meeting him and 
his command in social intercourse ; and I sincerely regret 
that the company at the Armory was not favored with the 
presence of himself, and all of his officers and members. 
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Several officers, and many of the rank and file of the Sev- 
enth regiment, did, however, attend and participate in this 
enteitainment. 

Had the colonel and all of his command been present, 
they would have heard, in the ardent and eloquent lan- 
guage of one of the joint committee of Congress, and also 
of the orator of the day, not only a hearty welcome, but 
those united, fraternal, and patriotic sentiments, which the 
oceasion was intended and well calculated to give utter- 
ance to. 

This letter is written in strict conformity with your re- 
quest, and in answer to your inquiries ; but, I avail myself 
ot the occasjon to express my sincere regret that any idea | 
should be entertained, in any quarter, that any discourtesy | 
or disregard could have been intended towards that popu- 
Jar and well-instructed volunteer organization—the Seventh 
regiment. 

I beg leave also tosay, in justice to myself, that the Sen- 
ate being in session at the time of the departure of the Sev- 
enth regiment, my paramount duty, as one of its officers, 
precluded any personal attention to it on my part; but I 
must also say, in justice to our faithful quartermaster, who 
had escorted them to their quarters, on the part of the joint 
committee and of our military, that he also accompanied 
them from those quarters to the cars. 

I beg leave also to say, further, in justice to our quarter- 
master, that his arrangements for the quarters and enter- 
tainment of the Seventh regimentwere made known to the 
assistant quartermaster of that regiment, who arrived here 
on the evening of the 2lst instant; and they went around 
together to the quarters provided, to verify and be assured | 
that every matter was right, and reported to me that all the 
arrangements were satisfactory. 

With great respect, sir, your obedient servant. 

W. HICKEY, 
Colonel of Volunteers, 
and Senior Officer in Column of Escort. 


Hon. G. B. Avra, Memb& of the Joint Committee of Con- 
gress to make arrangements for the dedication of the Eques- | 
trian Statue of Washington. 
And whereas the said regiment was invited within the 

cirele or park where the statue was crected, and not kept | 
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standing in the street outside of said circle or park, without 
an opportunity of witnessing the ecremonies which took 
place at the inauguration, as fully appears from the follow 
ing letter addressed by Mr. Duhamel! to the Hon. Mr. Karrr, 
chairman of said committee : 

Wasnineoron, D. C., February 25, 1860. 

Dear Str: Allow me to offer my testimony concernin 
the attention paid by your committee of the House an 
Senate. 

After the procession had arrived at the circle, you re- 
quested me (as one of the United States marshal’s aids) to 
invite the colonel and the Seventh regiment within the 
inclosure. 1 delivered your message in the name of your 
committee. Colonel Lefferts returned his thanks and re- 
plied that the regiment were worn out from the loss of re 
pose and delay, and they had joined the procession with 
the understanding that they were to return immediately te 
give them an opportunity to rest. 

At the request of Quartermaster Winchester, I attended 
rofessionally to one of the sick of the sixth company. 
Vhilst in that attendance, I heard the different members 

of that sixth company express their pleasure at the atten- 
tion and compliments bestowed on them by the President 
of the United States. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

Colcadt Kares. W. J. C. DUHAMEL. 


And whereas the said regiment was provided with quar- 
ters while in this city, at some of the best hotels in it, to 
wit: Brown’s hotel, the National, United States, Claren- 
don hotel, &c., without having paid a dolhar theretor out of 
their own pockets ; and whereas the chairman of said com- 
mittee [Mr. Kerrr) did attend at the Columbian Armory in 
this city, on the evening of the 22d instant, where a sump 
tuoys entertainment had been provided for said regiment 
and the other military companies, for the exprees purpose of 
receiving, welcoming, and thanking the said regiment, in the 
name of said committee and of Congress, for their prompt 
and patriotic acceptance of the invitation which had been 
extended to them, and did make, on that occasion, an elo- 
quent and truly patriotic address ; and whereas the whole 
ceremonies attending the inauguration of said statue were 
delayed for several hours, expressly for the purpose of en- 
abling the said regimentto be present to witness te unvail- 
ing of the statue, and of hearing the able, patriotic, aad 
finished oration of the distinguished orator of the day, (Mr, 
Bocock ;] and whereas an invitation to said regiment was 
extended by said committee, to be present and join in said 
inauguration, in preference to any other military corps of 
the northern States, on account of their justly celebrated 
name as a most popular and well-discipliped regiment, 
which was one of the highest marks of attention which could 
have been paid to them by the committee ; and whereas the 
said regiment was invited to this city at the suggestion. of 
the distinguished Senator of Seuth Carolina, |Mr. Has- 
MOND,] and warmly seconded by the Hon. Mr. Kerr and 
by every southern member of said committee, not only as 
a high compliment to the said regiment, but with the view 
of having the military from the North as well as from the 


| South, that the celebration of Washington’s birth-day, and 


the dedication of the statue to his memory, might not par- 
take of a sectional character, but be purely national, as he 
was the father of the whole country ; and whereas the gen- 
tlemanly and distinguished commander of said regiment, 
Colonel Lefferts, has expressed hix deep regret that any 
reflection or censure has been cast on said committee, as 
being wholly unjust and unwarranted: Therefore, 

Resolved, Tiat the introduction of said resolution by the 
gentleman from New York, was an unjustifiable attack 
upon the committee in this House, as well as upon the 
President and heads of the several Departments of the Gov- 
ernmem, who were alike ceneured for a want of attention 
and hospitality to the said regiment, and was introduced—as 
is generally believed —by the said gentleman for the purpose 
of making a little political capital for himself, although bis 
resolution injuriously reflected upon some of his fellow- 
members of this House, and was in direct contradiction of 
the real facts in the case. 


Objection being made, they were not received. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
make a statement to the House. 

Mr. STANTON. lI call for the regular order 
of business, which is the eall of committees for 
meee on private matters. 


ir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I wish to 


There are 


| some private bills an the Speaker’s table, which 


ought to be referre 

Mr. STANTON. 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The first question in order 
before the House, is the Indian appropriation bill, 
reported yesterday from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. It is a bill (H. 
R. No. 216) making en naa for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the Ponca Indians, and 
with certain bands of Indians in the State of Ore- 
gon and Territory of WasQington, for the year 


I object to everything out 


| ending June 30, 1860; and the first question is upon 
|| the following amendment: 


The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Amend the following paragraph by inserting after the 
words “plow maker’ these words, “one carpenter and 
joiner shop.” 

For the erection, at suitable points on the reservation, of 
one saw mill, one flouring mill, a building suitable for a 
hospital, two school-houses, one blacksmith’s shop, one 
building for wagon and plow maker, and one dwelling for 
each, per fourth article treaty 9th June, 1855, $10,000. 


The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
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ordered on the report of tne Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
The amendment was concurred in. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
rossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I demand the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question erdered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was passed. 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the bill was passed; and also that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ART COMMISSIONERS. 
Mr. TRAIN. 


the House to submit the following resolution, 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested | - ; 
2 J ; ||} to a Committee of the Whole House, and the 


te furnish the House of Representatives the report of the 


I ask the unanimous consent of | 


|| Thomas Atkinson, of Park county, Indiana; || Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Pere 


ommissioners, and the accompanyin ocuments 
Art © ioner i the ace any d ts, | 


made to the President of the United States. 
There was no objection; and the resolution was 
adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by 


Mr. Dicks, their Secretary, notifying the House |, 


that that body had passed bills and a resolution 


of the following titles, in which he was directed | 


to ask the concurrence of the House: 


PHILADELPHIA CUSTOM-HOUSE CLERKS. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee of || John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmu 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal |) 
| representatives of five deceased clerks in the Phil- 


adelphia custom-house; which was read a first 


| the Whole House, and the bill and report ordered 
| to be printed. 


|| mittee, also reported a bill for the relief of congres- 


An act (No. 26) to extend the provisions of An | 


acf to enable the State of Arkansas and other 


States to reclaim the swamp lands within their | 


limits,’’ to Minnesota and Oregon, and for other 
purposes; 


An act (No. 55) for the relief of Tilman Leak; | 
An act (No. 215) to amend the provisions of || 


the fifty-sixth section of ‘‘An act to regulate the 
collection ob duties on imports and tonnage;”’ ap- 
proved the 2d day of March, 1799; and 


A resolution (No. 4) to aliow credit to certain | 


disbursing officers therein mentioned. 
WILLIAM D. MOSELEY. 


Mr. WINSLOW. When my State was called, 
a few days ago, | was ill, and for that reason ab- 


of William D. Moseley. 
Mr. STANTON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina is an old member, and understands our 


House shall at once take up the regular order of 
business. 
have bills to introduce. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I would have done the other 
day what f ask now to do, if I had not been de- 
tained from the House by sickness. 


| time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
| and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 


, was read a first and second time, referred toa 
|, Committee of the Whole House, and the bill and | 
| 


LOT HALL. 


Mr. ELY, from the same committee, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 16) for the relief of the 
heirs of Lot Hall; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and the bill and re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS ATKINSON. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of | 


which was read a first and second time, referred | 


bill and report ordered to be printed. 
CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP IN ILLINOIS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 


sional township No. 2, north of range No. 9, west 
of the fourth principal meridian,in Adams county, 
State of Illinois; which was read a first and second 





JOHN DIXON. 

Mr. LOVEJOY, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of John Dixon; which | 
| 


report ordered to be printed. 
ANTILONY SCHANDLER. 
Mr. LOVEJOY, from the same committee, also 


reported a bill for the relief of Anthony Schand- 


ler. y 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. This bill is for the relief of 
a settler who has actually gone upon eighty acres 


_ of land and made improvements thereon, under a 
, duplicate certificate which he received. But the 
sent from the House, and I ask that the House || 
will give me leave to introduce a bil! for the relief | 


Department did not confirm his title. He has been 
upon the land eight years. As it isa clear case 


| of equity, the committee unanimously recommend 


There are at least forty members who | 


that the bill be put upon its passage; and I there- 


|| fore move that it be engrossed, and read a third 
rules, and I hope therefore that he will agree the | 


time. 
The bill was read ifMextenso. 
Mr. STANTON. I move that the bill be re- 


| ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. STANTON. Then I withdraw my ob- || 


jection. 


Mr. Wiwstow’s bill was introduced by unan®| 


mous consent; and, being read a first and second || 
time by its title, it was referred to the Committee || 


on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
not proceed to the consideration of private busi- 
ness, will not the bill reported by me yesterday, 


Ifthe House does | 


from the Committee on Commerce, for the pro- | 


tection of female emigrants be first in order? 


The SPEAKER It will not. 


Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask the con- || 


sent of the House— 

Mr. BURNETT. I have a bill I desire to in- 
troduce, but I shall never get it in by general 
consent. I call for the regular order of business. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


| of doing business is to let every case 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope the motion will not 
prevail. It is simply a question of confirming 
title to eighty acres of an actual settler, who has 
made improvements for eight years under a cer- 
tificate of the Land Office, which he supposed en- 


tirely right, but which a not to be so. The | 


Department thinks the bill is all right. 
Mr.STANTON. There are forty other cases 

of the same sort; and it is not right to put bills 

upon their passage when reports are being made. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 hope it will be passed. 
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| and second time, and referred to a Committee of Queen, McRae, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Nibiacy 
i | 
1} 


Egpach, Bristow, Burnett. Burnham, Clemens, 
n Cochrane, James Craig, Burton Craige, Cra 


Clepton, 


Wiord, 


. “ nd 
English, Fouke, Gartrell, Hamilton, Hardeman, fiij\. Hing’ 


man, Hoard, Holman, Houston, Hughes, Hutchins, Jack 
son, Jenkins, Jones, Killinger, Larrabee, James M. Leao,,, 
Leake, Love, Maclay, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, Me. 


Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, Reagan, Rigo 
James C. Robinson, Ruttin, Sherman, Sickles, Simm.’ 
William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Somes, Statiwor,’ 
| Stanton, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Trimble, Uy: 
derwood, Vance, Van Wyck, Winslow, and Wright—;y 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Ajjey 
William C. Anderson, Bingham, Blair, Brayton, Buffintoy’ 
| Butterfield, Campbell, Case, John B. Clark, Cobb, Cojjay’ 
Conkling, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duy’ 
Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Pjp;' 








Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to say that 
the House will readily see that the omer fair way 
e its own 


'; recular turn. 


Mr. TAYLOR. I have the floor. Mr. Speaker, 1 


allow me to remark to the House, that I am in- 1 Rent unethed is bodes? 


structed by the Committee on the Judiciary to ask 
that a bill, and the notes connected with it, may 
be printed for the use of the committee. It is a 


bill to provide for thé expatriation of citizens of | 


the United States, and to restrain the citizens of 
the United States from enterjng into the military 
or naval service of foreign States, or from taking 
part in any hostilities carried on between them, 
or within their several limits. I move that the 
bill and notes be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was reports from committees of private 
bills. 
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Mr. LOVEJOY. I call the previous question 


|| upon the engrossment and third reading of the 


bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I want to know what 
has become of the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio? 

The SPEAKER. It is pending. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it not, then, the 

The SPEAKER. It will be after the call for 
uestion is decided. 

r. STANTON. Will nota second to the pre- 
vious question cut off the motion to commit? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to commit. 

The yeas and nays werg ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


|| the negative—yeas 79, nays 94; as follows: 
| _¥EAS— Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Allen, Thomas 
' 


. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Blake, Bouligny, Brabson, 


ence, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haj) 
J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Howar;’ 
| Humphrey, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Wijliag 
Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. Marriy’ 
McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Edward Joy 


| Porter, Potter, Pottie, Quarles, Reynolds, Christopher Roi. 


inson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sedgwick, Spaulding, Spin. 
ner, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, ‘Tappan, 
Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Vandever, Verree, Waldron, 
Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Window 
and Wood—94. ' 
So the motion to commit was not agreed to. 


During the eall, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, stated tha 
| Mr. Wasusurn, of Wisconsin, was confined to 
| his room by indisposition, and that he had paired 
| off with Mr. Rosinson, of Illinois. 

| Mr. CURTIS (the hour of one o’clock having 
| arrived) said: I desire to inquire of the Speaker 
whether, if we proceed with this vote, it will in- 
terfere with the special order, the election of q 
| Printer, whith was set down for this hour? 

| The SPEAKER. That business will be taken 
| up immediately after this vote is taken. 

| Mr. LANDRUM stated that he was paired of 
| with Mr. Carrer for the day. 

Mr. WALTON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
| Morritt, had been called away by sickness in 
_ his family, and that he had paired off with Mr. 
| Borerer. . 

Mr. THEAKER stated that he was paired of 
with Mr. McCvernanp for the day. 

Mr. LOGAN stated that, had he been within 
the bar when his name was called, he should have 
voted in the affirmative. 

The result was then announced as above r- 
corded. 

Mr. BRANCH 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering 
this bil to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the Chair whether 
the morning hour has expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. CURTIS. The regular order of business 
is the special order to proceed to the election of 
Printer. 

The SPEAKER. The main question having 

been ordered, on the third reading and engross- 

| ment of the bill, it must now be executed. 

| Mr. STANTON. [| insist on the execution of 
| the special order. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I call for the regular order 





The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
first question—the previous question having beet 
ordered—is on ordering this bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. BRANCH. Was the main question or- 
dered on the third reading and engrossment of 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It was. 

Mr. BRANCH. My impression was that the 
previous question was on the motion to refer. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. STANTON. | insist dn the special order. 
There is no previous question pending now. 

The SPEAKER. Phe business now in order 
is the election of Printgy. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk roceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, (interrup* 
ing.) Has there been a response made? 

The SPEAKER. There has beeri. 
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Vir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 wish to 


enter a motion to recommit the bill. “ 
Mr. STANTON. Itis rather late now. You 
cannot enter a motion during the roll-call. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I just want to say to gentle- 

men that they are playing this game of technical- 
ities to cheat a poor, honest man out of his home- 
stead of eighty acres. 
Mr. STANTON. And I want to say that the 
eeptieman is wanting to cheat the House out of 
is regular course of legislation; and that other 
pills are entitled to consideration as well as his. 

The roll was called; and the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Ashley, Barr, Barrett, Beale, Boteler, Brown, 
Burch, Burroughs, Carter, Horace F.Clark, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, Cooper, Cox, Davidson, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Fenton, Frank, Graham, Hindman, Keitt, Kenyon, Kun- 


kel, Lamar, Longnecker, McClernand, Laban 'T. Moore, | 


Morrill, Palmer, Pettit, Pryor, Quarles, Rust, Scranton, 

James A. Stewart, Theaker, Wade, Cadwalader C. Wash- 

burn, Webster, and Whiteley. 
During the call, 


Mr. DEJARNETTE stated that his colleague, 


Mr. Borecer, was confined to his room by indis- | 
osition, and was paired off for the day with Mr. | 


ORRILL. = 
MN MOORHEAD stated that he had been 
paired with Mr. Lanprum, with the right to trans- 
fer the pair; and he had, accordingly, transferred 
Mr. Lanprum’s pair to Mr. Carrer for this 


day. 
‘i WOODRUFF stated that he was paired || 


off with Mr. Cooper on the election of Printer. 
Mr. GURLEY stated that Mr. AsHiey was 
paired off with Mr. Nisrack. 


Mr. FLORENCE stated that My Barr had |, 


been called home by sickness in his family, and 
had paired off. 
Mr. TRIMBLE stated that Mr. Barrerr had 


been called out of the House to attend to some 


important business, and he had promised if Mr. | 


Barrett did not return in time to vote for Printer, 
to pair off with him on that vote. 

Mr. WILSON stated that the pair between Mr. 
Burrovens and Mr. Davipsow still continued. 

Mr. KILLINGER stated that Mr. Cox was 
paired with Mr. Epcerron, from this day for- 
ward, for a week. 

Mr. MARSTON stated that Mr. Epwarps was 
paired off with Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that Mr. Fenton was 
paired off with Mr. Mactay. 


It was stated that Mr. Garnett had paired off | 


with Mr. Frank. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, said: My col- 
league, Mr. Moore, has been paired with Mr. 
Woop. I understand that thai pair has expired. 
Mr. Moore has not returned, and I do not know 
whethef he is paired with any other gentleman 
now, or whether I can make an arrangement fog 
him. I wished to state this fact to the House. 

It was stated that Mr. Patmer was paired off 
with Mr. Rust. 

Mr. CASE stated that Mr. Pertit had paired 
with Mr. QuaRLEs. 

It was stated that Mr. Wap was paired off 
with Mr. Srewart, of Maryland. 

Mr. PHELPS. Will the Speaker direct the list 
of pairs to be read ? 

he list was read by the Clerk, showing the 
following pairs: Mr. Shatets with Mr. Bore- 
Len; Mr. Carrer with Mr. Lanprom; Mr. Ken- 
yon with Mr. Horace F. Ciarg; Mr. Epcerton 
with Mr. Cox; Mr. Porrer with Mr. Lamar; 
Mr. Wooprurr with Mr. Cooper; Mr. Asuiey 
with Mr. Dimaick; Mr. Trimpie with Mr. Bar- 
kett; Mr. Srovr with Mr. Srratton; Mr. Bur- 
Rovucus with Mr. Davipson; Mr. Epwarps with 
Mr. Kerrr; Mr, Fenton with Mr. Macray; Mr. 
Frank with Mr. Garnett; Mr. Parmer with 
Mr. Rust; Mr. Perrir with Mr. Quartes; Mr. 
SCRANTON with Mr. Pryor; Mr. Wane with Mr. 
Stewart, of Maryland; and Mr. Vanpever with 
Mr. Wuirerey 

Mr. BRIGGS. I desire, as a member of the 
~ommittee on Revolutionary Pensions, to ask 
leave to refer to the appropriate committees cer- 
‘ain papers that have been referred improperly 
to that committee. 

Mr.GROW. | must object to all interference 
with the roll-call 

Mr. BRIGGS. _ These papers have been im- 


properly referred, and I only want to give them 
eir proper direction. 
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|| The SPEAKER. There is nothing in order 
|| but the election of a Printer. 
|| Mr. BRIGGS. I understand that the House | 
consents to this change of reference. 
The SPEAKER. Is there any objection? 
Mr.GROW. I object to everything that inter- | 
feres with the rell-call. I wish to make this a 
standing objection. 
Mr. McK NIGHT stated that he was paired 
off with Mr. Wessrer on the vote for Printer. 
Mr. SPINNER. I understand that there ap- | 
years to be two pairs with Mr. Keirt—one of 
Mr. Dove tt, and the other of Mr. Epwarps. 


entitled to. 


Mr. SPINNER. Is it not true that both Mr. | 


Dvevt and Mr. Epwarps appear to be paired off || 
UE ua . ~ é s “ | eg : ‘ > was > > I . De. c 
une BG ieee 3 || called, that he was paired with Mr. Pertit. If 


etek a ead ; |} not paired, he sho ave voted for Mr. Seaton. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that || aired, he should have voted for M eaten 
the matter stands so at present. || 


Mr. CONKLING. I am told that the pair be- 
tween Mr. Kerrt and Mr. Dve.t has been an- 
nounced as having expired yesterday. It con- 
tinues during the rest of this week—— 

Mr. MARSTON. I understand that my col- 
league (Mr. Epwarps] is paired off with Mr. 
Kerr for this week and next week. 


with the agreement that he was paired with Mr. 
| Keitn till Saturday night. 
| matter to me, and left it in my hands. 


| with Mr. Burcu, but would transfer Mr. Burcn’s 
| pair to Mr. Epwarps. 

| It was subsequently arranged that Mr. Ep- 
| WARDs should be paired with off Mr. Hawkins. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I understood the Clerk to 
state that I was paired off with Mr. Wuire ey. I 
was not aware that I was paired with anybody. 

By unanimous consent, all further proceedings 
in the call were dispensed with. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The tellers resumed their places, Mr. Case 
acting instead of Mr. Perrir, and Mr. Apams, of 
Kentucky, instead of Mr. QuaRLeEs. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky. I nominate John 
| F. Zimmerman, of Kentucky, an old-line Whig, 
| as Printer for this House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


the President had approved and signed an act 





' and other pensions of the United, States for the 
| year ending June 30, 1861. 

EIGHTEENTH VOTE FOR PRINTER. 
The House proceeded to vote the eighteenth 
| time viva voce for Printer, with the foilowing re- 
sult: Whole number of votes cast, 187; necessary 
| to a choice, 94; of which— 


i i PO ci cade ene nave ev sade nes eyesees 96 
EN Co's Fat 6aw Ve6s Cheb etenheesidereer 72 
SS Ties 66 aa deg net suaw Vkeveeee oeckseueres 9 
Cis 5.0 eG bald cde dvenaetcawivedeehos saeSeees 3 
ND tn pa aneeney Ghei ownsnd enenacacere 2 
ee. ites bib wid’ shen diwen aes akehnenwad 2 
Ns ccc dec cuonntehanenik soon gees 1 


The following is the vote in detail: 


! 

Ph CU on bisa ceuscubeiededs saetersevcrsivese 1 

| 

For Mr. Ford—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, 
| Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, 
| Campbell, Carey, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, 
| Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, Eliot, Ely, 
| Farnsworth, Ferry, Foster, French, Gooch, Graliam, Grow, 
| Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, 
| Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, 
| McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morrts, 
| Morse, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Porter, Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, 
| Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sher- 
man, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Wil- 
| liam Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, 
| Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Waldron, Walton, Ellihu 
| B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, 
| Wood, and Mr. Speaker. 

| For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Ander- 


son, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Bou- | 


| ligny, Boyee, Branch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, 
| Cobb, John Cochrane, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw- 
| ford, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, Edmundson, English, 

Florence, Fouke, Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hind- 

man, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jen- 
| kins, Jones, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
| Love, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, Mc- 
| Queen, McRae, Miles, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, 
Isaac N. Morris, Neleon, Noell, Pendjeton, Peyton, Phelps, 


Mr. FLORENCE. That is more than he is || 


i 
} 
! 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. Duvet. left the city | 


Mr. HASKIN stated that he was paired off | 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. James Bucnanan, jr., 
his Private Secretary, informing the House that | 


making appropriations for the payment of invalid | 
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Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Sin- 
gleton, William Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Stout, ‘Tay 
lor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Winslow, 


B. , 





}| and Wright. 


For Mr. Scaton— Messrs. Brabson, Bristow, Gilmer, 

| Hardeman, Hatton, Hill, Maynard, William N. H. Smith, 
and Stokes. 

For Mr. Ball—Messrs. Briggs. Etheridge, and J. Morrison 
| Harris. 
For Mr. Rowland—Messrs. Clopton, and Curry. 
For Mr. Ritchie—Messra. De Jarnetie, and Millson. 
For Mr. Zimmerman—Mr. Green Adams. 
For Mr. Winton—Mr. Adrain. 


During the vote, 

Mr. FOUKE stated that Mr. Rosinson, of Tli- 
nois, was paired off with Mr. Wasusurn, of Wis- 
consin, a was detained from the Hall by sick- 
ness. 


Mr. QUARLES said} when his name was 


The SPEAKER thereupon declared Thomas 
| H. Forp duly elected Printer for the House of 
|| Representatives for the Thirty-Sixth Congress. 
ANTHONY SCHANDLER—AGAIN. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Irisetoa nes motion. 
| I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
| for the relief of Anthony Schandler was ordered 
_ to be engrossed and read a third time. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I now move that the bill be 


He mentioned the || put upon its passage; and on that I move the pre- 


vious question. 

Mr. STANTON. Let the bill go to the Private 
| Calendar, where it ought to go. It is early in the 
session yet. 

The bill was again read a third time. 

The question being on seconding the previous 
question on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. STANTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lovesoy,and 
Craice of North Carolina, were appointed. 
| The House divided; and the tellers reported— 

ayes 81, noes 39. 

So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table; and on that I call for the yeas and 
| nays. 

The SPEAKER ordereg tellers on the yeas and 
nays, and appointed Messrs. Stanton, and Ken- 
Loae of Illinois. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 35, noes 74. 

So (one fifth voting in favor thereof) the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PEYTON. I should like to hear that bill 
read before I vote upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
| House is on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Stanton] to lay the bill upon the table. 
The bill will, however, be read. 

The Clerk again read the bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does that bill come from 
a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It was reported by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. ° 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is there any report accom- 
|| panying it? 
|| The SPEAKER. There is no report. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If it be in eae I should 
like to know what legislation there has been in 
| relation to this land? It seems that some other 
| billor law has been passed, which we are repealing. 
There may be some other claimant of the land, 
_and we may be taking the part of one claimant 
| against another. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. If the House 

will permit the gentleman who reported the bill 

|| to make a statement, I aia sure he will satisfy the 
House that the bill ought to pass. 

Mr. STANTON. No debate is in order. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My col- 
league [Mr Loveysoy] is entitled to the floor under 
the rules for one hour, as the member who re- 
ported the bill. 
|| Mr. STANTON. 





Not upon a motion to lay 
|| upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it 
is too late to claim that right now. 

The question was taken on Mr. Stanton’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 38, 
nays 129; as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Clemens, Burton Craige, Craw‘ord, 


! 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


yea 
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Curry, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Gartrell, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, Hill, Houston, Humphrey, Jackson, Jones, Lar- 
rabee, Janes M. Leach, Leake, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, 
McQueen, McRae, Sydenham Moore, Noell, Pendleton, | 
Pugh, Ruftlin, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, 
Stanton, Thomas, Vance, and Winslow—38. 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Allen, Alley, William ©. Anderson, Avery, Babbitt, 
Barksdale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, Brayton, Briggs, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Case, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Col- 
fax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, James Craig, Curtis, H. 
Winter Davis, Joon G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, Ed- 
mundson, Eliot, Ely, English, Etheridge, Farneworth, 
Florence, Foster, Fouke, French, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hel- 
mick, Hindman, Hoard, Holman, Howard, Hutchins, Ir7 
vine, Jenkins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kel- 
logg, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, 
Love, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. Martin, Me- 
Clernand, McPherson, Millson, Millward, Moorhead, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, lexnac N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Niblack, 
Nixon, Olin, Peyton, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reagan, Rey- | 
nolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, RdVce, Schwartz, 
Seott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, 
Somes, Spinner, Stevenson, William Stewart, Stokes, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, ‘'ompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, 
Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodruff, and Wright—129. ] 


~ —— --4 


= the House refused to lay the bill upon the | 
table. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, when his name 
was called on the above vote, stated that he had | 
paired off with Mr. Bocock. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. This is private bill day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the mo- 
tion is not in ordér, the main question having been 


ordered. || 


Mr. LOVEJOY. With the consent of the 
House, as there seems to be some difficu'ty about | 
this bill, although it isa very plain case, I will 
make a statement. 

Mr. BURNETT. * Oh, no; Ict us pass the bill. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Very well. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


| 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I move that when the House 


Tn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
r. JONES. I move an amendment to that 


"he latter motion was agreed to. - 


motion; that when the House adjourns, it ad- || 


journ to meet on Tuesday. My object is to give 
the superintendent of the Capitol time to restore 
the desks. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the motion to ad- 
journ over will not prevail. There is such a press 


of business that, if we ever intend to adjourn sine || 


die, we ought to work every day. 


want to make speeches, and to-morrow we can 
pass the Indian appropriation bill and get off some 


of those speeches, if we cannot do anything else. | 


[ hope, therefore, that we shall not adjourn over. 


Thee question was taken on Mr. Jones’s mo- | 


tion; and it was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. CLEMENns’s mo- 
tion; upon which the Chair ordered tellers, and 
appointed Messrs. Nixon and Tuomas. 


he House divided; and the tellers reported— || 
ayes 90, noes 29. 


Messrs. PERRY, ELY, and SHERMAN, de- 


manded the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the yeas | 


and nays. 


1 understand | 
that there are sixteen or twenty gentlemen who 





_ just taken shows that a majority of the House do 


| motion to adjourn till Monday. 


| tinue to adjourn over from 
| demand the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn 
| over. 


| Conkling, Corwin, Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, 1. Winter 


' Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton,Hindman, Iow- 








| 


| 


all with the progress of business; but I do not 
think any business ought to be conducted here 
without every gentleman being in his place; and 
I do not want to be here to-morrow, and the vote 








not wish to be here. I insist, therefore, on the 
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| ing facts. 
| which govern my action. 








March 2. 


ete 


when I commenced my remarks; and besides, | 
am notreflecting on the Speaker; I am only 


I merely wis 


to state the reasons 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there js 


no question of privilege connected with the may. 


| ter. If the gentleman wishes to be excused from 


Mr. SHERMAN. We shall not be able to service on the committee, the Chair will put the 


in June, if we con- 
riday to Monday. I 


adjourn on the first Monda 





Mr. McRAE. I will 


gree with the gentleman |} 


| 


question to the House. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. I do not believe that it js 

a question of privilege. 
fr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I have a right to 
state the reasons which govern my course. No 


to adjourn on the Ist of June, or at the earliest || one objected to my doing so when I obtained the 


practicable day. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrieh, William 
C. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, Bocock, Bouligny, |! 
Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Burlingame, 
Burnett, Campbell, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 


Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dunn, 
English, Florence, Fouke, French, Garnett, Gartrell, Hale, 


ard, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, William Kellogg, James M. 
Leach, Logan, Love, Lovejoy, Marston, Charles D. Mar- 
tin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynatd, McKean, McQueen, Mc- 
Rae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, | 
Nelson, Niblack, Phelps, Pottie, Pugh, Reagan, Reynolds, 
Rice, Christopher Kobinson, Ruffin, Schwartz, Scott, Sic- 
kles, Simms, Singleton, William Sinith, Stevenson, Stout, 
Tappan, ‘Taylor, Thayer, Thomas, Underwood, Vanee, 
Vandever, Ellihu B.Wasihburne, [srae] Washburn, Wilson, 
and Windom—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Alley, Bingham, 





Carey, Case, Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Dawes, Delano, Eliot, 


| Ely, Etheridge, Foster, Gooch, Gurley, Hardeman, John T. 
| Harris, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, Houston, 


1} 
' 
| 


| 


leged question. 


| upon before I withdrew from it. 


Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kil- 
linger, DeWitt C. Leach, Leake, Lee, Loomis, Mallory, 
McPherson, Moorhead, Noell, Pendleton, Perry, Peyton, 


|| Porter, Riggs, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spin- 


ner, Stanton, Stokes, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Van 
Wyck, Verree, Walton, Wells, Woodruff, and Wright—63. 
So it was 
Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 
ROBERT JOHNSON. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Public 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| iS not in order. 





| 
Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinten, Burnham, Butterfield, 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Robert 
Johnson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred te a Committee of the Whole House, and, 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I rise to a privi- 
I ask to be excused from any 
further service upon the Committee on Roads and 
Canals; and I dgsire to state,-very briefly, the rea- 
sons which prompt me to make this request. I 
should have made it some time ago, but for the 
solicitations of some gentlemen who had a meas- 
ure before thatcommittee which they desired acted 


hat measure 


having been disposed of, it now only remains for 


| 
| with the petition, ordered to be printed. 
EXCUSE FROM SERVICE ON A COMMITTEE. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Nixon and || 


THomas were appointed. 


‘| upon any such committee. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 


ayes 34, noes 84. 

So (one fifth voting in favor thereof) the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I withdraw my motion in 
order to save time. 

Mr. McRAE. I renew the motion, that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to call the attention || 


of the gentleman from Mississippi to the fact that 


|| Post Roads. 


to-morrow we can do busimess that is not of a) 


political character at all. 


reports of a private character; and if gentlemen do 
not wish to come here, they can stay away. 
Mr. McRAE. Ido not desire to interfere at 





We may pass the In- | 
dian appropriation bill, or call upon committees for | 


j 


; 





me to carry out the intention I have had from the 
first, to ask to be excused from serving upon the 
committee. 

One reason, sir, why lask to be excused is, that 
my constituents are not interested and will not 
be interested in any business that may be brought 
before that committee. Another reason why I 
ask to be excused is, that the duties of the com- 
mittee are of a mere nominal character and re- 
quire’ no particular attention from any one. 

I desire, sir, in this connection, to say that 
there are committees of this House upon which 
an Illinois Democrat might have been useful to 
his constituents, but no one of us has been placed 
For instance, I will 
refer to the Committee on the Post Office and 
In the organization of that com- 
mittee, sir, you took two members from the State 
of Indiana—Mr. Corrax, who was appointed 
chairman, and Mr. Eneuisn, and placed them 
upon it. You passed then over the State of IIli- 
nois into the State of Missouri, and took one of 
the Representatives of that State and placed him 
upon it—giving to those two States three Repre- 
sentatives, and to Illinois none. 

Now, sir, to show that Illinois has a right toa 
voice on that committee, I will present a few facts. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I must call the gentleman 
to order. I think it is not in order for him to re- 
flect upon the manner in which the committees of 


this House have been constituted. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Nobody objected 


er 


! 





| floor; and I serene? must now protest against 


any interruption. I call the gentleman from Ohio 


| to order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
Objection is made to the gentle. 
man’s motien, and it cannot be now made; for 


| the Cltair is of the opinion that it is not in its 
| nature a vit of 


rivilege. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I then ask the unan- 


'imous. consent of the House to present certain 
| Statistics. 


Mr. DUNN. “1 pujart 
Mr. MORRIS, of Lllinois. I insist that I have 
aright to state the reasons why I ask to be ex- 


| cused from further service on the Committee on 


Roads and Canals __[ understand that itis a priy- 
ileged question. If I am driven to the necessity, 
I will, in order that I may get those reasons be- 
fore the House, take an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. I am not reflecting, nor have I re- 
flected, upon_the motives which governed the 
Speaker in cdhstituting the several standing com- 
mittees of the House. 7 have only stated what has 
been his action, and drew no inferences from it. 

a CAMPBELL. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I desire to state that 
Illinois is entitled to a representative, and ought 
to have had one, on the Committe on the Post 
Office and Post Roads; but being denied her just 
right, out of respect to her I cannot remain upon 
the committee where I am. I say this without 
intending to censure any one. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in or- 
der. The Chair does not consider this as a priv- 
ileged question, and he has so decided. Nor is 
debate in order, unless by unanimous consent; and 
it has been objected to. The Chair would hear 
the gentleman. from Illinois with a great deal of 
pleasure; but when objection is made, the rules 
must be enforced. 

Mr. SINGLETON. When the gentleman from 
Illinois rose, he asked the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to make his motion to be ex- 
cused from further service on the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and to submit his reasons for 
that motion; and at that time, sir, there was no 
objection. Linsist, therefore, that objection comes 
too late at this time. 

The SPEAKER. Objection was made by sev- 
eral members. 

Mr. SINGLETON, But not when the gen- 
tleman took the floor, and stated what was his 
purpose. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. The gentleman rose, he 
said, toa question of privilege; andjJust so soon 
as it was eee what was his purpose, ob- 
jection was made; and the Speaker decided that 
neither a question of privilege nor a privileged 
question was involved. I insist that the gentle- 
man from Illinois shall preserve order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think that the gentleman 
from Illinois is in order. He asks that the House 
excuse him from further service upon the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals; and, also, that he 
shall have leave to state his reasons for making 
that motion, in order that the House may intelli- 
gently determine the question. It seems to me 
that it is a privileged question. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. When the gentle 
man from Texas [Mr. Reagan] asked to be ex- 
cused from serving on a committee, he proceeded, 
without objection, to state the reasons for his re- 

uest; and that is all I desire te do. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the rule 
bearing on this case. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“ Any muapee may enone himself from aprieg, = = 
committee, at the time appointment, 
member of two other committees.” 


” 


— 
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